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ADVERTISEMENT, 


By the EDITOR. 


HE Prayers and Eſſays here pre- 

ſented to the Public, are indeed, 
what they are ſaid to be in the title page, 
the production of a Merchant. Being writ- 
ten, therefore, by a Gentleman, who has 
been engaged in active life, and who can- 
not haye had much leiſure for enquiries and 
purſuits of a learned nature, he doth not 
aim at literary reputation. His only deſign 
is to put into the hands of his friends and 
others, ſome things which he hopes may 
be ſerviceable to the cauſe of religion and 
virtue. That the following collection is 
calculated to be uſeful in this view, is the 
„„ ſincere 


7 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
ſincere opinion of the Editor. The Prayers 
are. plain, rational, and devout; and are, 
at the ſame time, of ſo moderate a 
length, that they may be adopted by fa- 
milies without any "inconvenience. The 
ſentiments of the Eflays in Proſe will be 
found, in general, judicious, ſolid, and ſuch 
as are likely to make ſerious impreſſions on 
| well-diſpoſed minds. As to the Eſſays in 
Verſe, as the Author hath modeſtly and 
properly ſtiled them; it will eaſily be ſeen, 
that he is not ambitious of obtaining the 
character of a Poet. They were to him 
the pleaſing exerciſes and expreſſions of the 
pious feelings of his own heart, and may 
not be unacceptable to perſons of the ſame 
turn and temper with himſelf. The language 
of them is eaſy, and the verſification not 
wholly defective in point of harmony. In 
ſhort, neither honour nor profit are here 
aimed at, but the edification of humble and 
devout Chriſtians; and it is the earneſt 
prayer both of the Author and the Editor, 
that this valuable end may, in ſome meafure, 
be anſwered, by the preſent publication. 
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2 Prager is duly 8 
when, with reverence, humility, 

Js and faith, on our bended knees, 
OE; we worſhip the great Sovereign 
of the Univerſe; when, under a juſt ſenſe 
of our own weakneſs, unworthineſs, and. 
guilt, we lift up our voices, in the name 
of our Redeemer, in ardent ſupplication and 
praiſe; we have the fulleſt aſſurance, that 
aur devotions ſhall not be in vain. : 
But let none imagine, that the prayers 
we offer to the divine Majeſty, though 
they be conceived i in the ſublimeſt terms, 
delivered. in the pureſt language, and ac- 
eompanied with the moſt ſolemn deport- 
ment, will avail, any thing, if the heart be 
wanting. 
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2 ON PRAYER. 

If we would hope for any adyantage by 
prayer, we muſt guard againſt wandering 
thoughts, and carefully fix our attention to 
the ſenſe and meaning of our expreſſions. 
Me ſhould confider, that tho' we cannot 
by our prayers, move the Deity from his 
ſettled purpoſe ; or inform him, of any 
thing, of which he was unacquainted ; 
yet, as he condeſcends to deal with us 
as his children; ſo he is ever ready to do 


us good, if we apply to him, in that way 
which he has appointed, for every thing 


that appears good, and proper for us; re- 


membering, at the fame time, that as he 
knows beſt, what is ſo, it is our intereſt, as 
well as duty, to refer ourſelves intirely to 


his wiſdom ; and never to murmur, or re- 
pine, at his determinations. Could we ſee 


through the chain of cauſes, and effects, 
which lie open to his all- comprehenſive 
view, we ſhould often deprecate, what we 


now fondly deſire; and be thankful to his 


Providence, for our diſappointments. 
When we conſider prayer as our duty, 
and as what ought never to be omitted, we 
ſhould not forget that it is made ſo for our 
OWD 
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O N PRAYER. 3 


own benefit; and, that, after our beſt per- 
formances, we are ſtill but unprofitable 
ſervants. 


Prayer, is a privilege of etimable va- 
lue: an honor that eclipſes all earthly dig- 
nity. It has a natural tendency to aflimi- 
late our ſouls to that divine nature we 
worſhip. 

Is it poffible to contemplate the good- 
neſs, the veracity, the juſtice, purity, and 
holineſs of God, without being ſollicitous 
to imitate him? without trying the powers, 
and uſing the means, he has given us, for 
acquiring a complexion of mind, fo ami- 
N ſo divine ? | 

Is it poſſible to ſeek the divine favour, 
protection and bleſſing, without ſome care, | 
and ſollicitude, to regulate our actions, and 
even the moſt ſecret ſprings of our hearts, 
by the rule of his holy word ? EO 

When, by fervent prayer, we keep up i in 
our minds a lively ſenſe of the divine pre- 
ſence, omniſcience, providence, truth, and 
holineſs ; ; the natural guards of virtue grow 


* * i 


overcome by the temptations of the world. 
B 2 2 nth 


$ ON PRATER 
But, if we relax, and grow cold, and in- 
different to the duty of prayer, ſubtle inven- 


tion, and common example, will ſoon furniſh 


us, with ſuch excuſes, and opiates, as will 
make the omiſſion fit very eaſy upon our 


minds, unleſs diſturbed, by ſome rough ſtorm 


of adverſity. To enervate the obligation to 
prayer, we are told; that, as the Divine 
Being, is always diſpoſed to do us good, 


and can beſt judge what is fitteſt and pro- 


pereſt for us, it ill becomes us to importune, 
and ſollicit him, for what we are not com- 
petent judges of. 
It is ſaid that only weak minds, conceited 
enthuſiaſtic people, look upon prayer as of 
any importance, further, thati as it is a 
publick check to immorality ; making ſuch 
-people aſhamed to contradict in their prac- 
tice, what they fo ſolemnly profeſs upon 
their knees. 

There are others, who imagine their 
minds to be already ſo tuned to devotion, 
that their mental exerciſes ſuperſede the 


neceſſity of formal prayer; that the heart 


alone is what God looks at, and if r 
be but right all is well. 
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ON PRAYER. 5 


As it is of great conſequence, that we 
ſhould not deceive ourſelves, in this impor- 
tant affair, let us carefully lay afide all pre- 
poſſeſſions, all partial conſiderations, and 
all delufive arguments, however ſpecious 
they may be rendered, by ſophiſtry, or 
however current they may be made by 
cuſtom. „ 

Let us ſet before us the beſt and moſt 
perfect example, that was ever exhibited to 
the world, that of our great Lord, and 
Maſter, Jeſus Chriſt. If, notwithſtanding 
his immaculate purity, holineſs, and piety ; 
his plenitude of power, wiſdom, and good 
neſs; he often fell upon his knees, and 
prayed to his Father in heaven : if, through 
all ages of the world, the beſt, and wiſeſt, 
of mankind, were always moſt exemplary 
for devout prayer, and. praiſe : ſurely, it 
becomes us, to ſuſpe& our own judgment 
of error and a wrong bias, when other ſen- 
timents prevail in our minds; and humbly, 
and earneſtly, to imitate thoſe great exam- 
ples, left us upon record. = 
Let us but honeſtly engage in this ſer- 
vice, with faith, and truſt in God: let us 
B 3 . 


5 ON: PR ATV E R. 


but devoutly worſhip, and adore him; be 
truly thankful for all his goodneſs, and 
humbly preſent our requeſts for wiſdom, 
and every needful mercy, and then fee, 
whether: the peace, ſerenity, and joy of our 
hearts, will not far exceed, all that the 
world can give. In that caſe, our ſatisfac- 
tion will be as ſecure as a triple mound of 
impregnable rocks; and we ſhall be able 
to repel, with a noble indignation, all the 
pointed ſhafts of en and frothy ſcum 
of indignant wit. Fs 

+; ty our daily. wants, errors, and follies, 
make it impoſſible to be ignorant of our 
weakneſs, dependence, and indigence; fo 
nothing is more obvious, nothing more ma- 
nifeſt, to an attentive mind, than our ob- 
ligation, to the conſtant exerciſe of humility, 
han: (aa and praiſe. | 


Prayer, when performed with Gneeriay, 


. reverence and fervour, is the eſtabliſhed 
medium, or channel, through which, true 
wiſdom, peace, and joy, are conveyed into 
the ſouls of men. Encouraged: by the di- 
vine condeſcenſion, the loweſt of his rational 
ee may * his: preſence with 
FIG 5 8 filial 
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ON :{PRATYE R 9 
filial confidence, for every thing that is 
_ good and proper for them. | 

Many, and great, are the benefits of his 
common providence, which he beſtows 
without any addrefs or ſupplication of his 
creatures. But there are many more, which 
depend upon prayer: upon a humble, earneſt, 
fervent ſupplication, in the name of jeſus 
Chriſt, our Lord. By this means Divine 
Goodneſs draws, and almoſt compels man, 
to partake of the repaſt of angels, the 
honor of his more immediate preſence, and 
a full enjoyment of his paternal care and 
goodneſs. 

By this intercourſe with the Deity, the 

5 fout emerges from darkneſs, and, in ſome 
degree, is formed to a likeneſs of God, in 
thoſe excellencies which are imitable by 
beings of our circumfcribed abilities. Let 

us, therefore, thankfully engage in this 
duty, and, at the fame time, be careful to 

do it in a proper manner: never forgetting, 
that as God is a ſpirit, infinite in all per- 
fections, fo he muſt be worſhipped, in ſpi- 
rit, and in truth. Let us always remember, 

chat he who 1 is the great object of our de- 

B 4 | vations 


$ ON PRAYER 

votions, is the only living and true God; 
without beginning of days or end of years: 
that tho' he is inviſible, he fills all ſpace 
with his preſence ; that all things exiſt by 
him, and depend upon him; that it is his 


liberal hand, which diſtributes to all, ac- 5 


cording to their various circumſtances, and 
daily returning wants; that he difpenſes 
delegated powers, to different orders of be- 
ings, ſuitable to their ſtation, and character; 
and that it is the wiſe conſtitution of his 
government, that the happineſs of all his 
intelligent creatures, ſhould depend upon 
rectitude of conduct, and a right uſe of the 
talents intruſted to them. 
Whenever we bend our knees at the 
throne of grace, we ſhould diveſt our minds, 
as much as poſſible, of all foreign concerns; 
all trifling cares, conceited thoughts, and 
vain imaginations : we ſhould conſider, that 
we are addreſſing the Majeſty of heaven, 
and earth; whoſe infinite perfections are 
a ſea of glory, too deep, too bright, and too 
cCapacious, even for the exalted powers of 
| angels N to comprehend. 


Then, 
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Then, and then only, prayer appears 
improper for us, when we obſtinately re- 
ject the counſel of God, 3 
his laws. 

The will of man is, and muſt be preſerrad, 
free. All actions, to which we are com- 
pelled, deſerve neither commendation, ar 
blame; reward, or puniſhment. Our greateſt 
wiſdom, therefore, is to labour after ſuch 
a temper and diſpoſition of mind, as will 
make that our greateſt pleaſune, which is 
now our greateſt duty; the cos 
of which is, love to God, and love to 
man. 

To this end, conſtant daily prayer will 
be found very ſerviceable, and indeed ne- 
ceſſary. It is a natural guard and ſecurity 
againſt the facinating pleaſures, and delu- 
ſions, of the world. It keeps conſcience 

awake, and cultivates the mental field of 
the heart for the ſeed of divine grace. 

4 As there are ſome words of importance, 

1 Which in different minds, ſuggeſt different 

9 | ideas; fo the author thought proper, to 
ſubjoin his ſenſe of ſuch words as he has 

had occaſion to make uſe of. He hath, 


3 alſo, 


10 ON PRAYER. 
alſo, added the meaning of ſome other 
words, which do not often occur to perſons 
'whoſe occupations hinder the cultivation of 1 
their minds, and for Whoſe uſe, this work 1 
1s principally intended: 2 9 


_ — . 


May the Divine bleſſing ſucceed every 2 


good deſign of his ſervants, for the welfare 1 


of immortal ſouls; and may ſuch a ſtrong = 


emulation to ſerve one another begin no 
as will lay the foundation of the pureſt 
friendſhip for ever. 


Lords Day Morning Prayer 


LMIGHTY, and ever bleſſed God, 
the high and holy one, who inhabiteſt 
eternity; heaven and earth are full of thy 
-glory, and the whole creation exiſts by thy 
power. Thy ways, are not like our ways, 
nor thy thoughts, like our thoughts: but 
as heayen is high above the earth, fo in- 
finitely far, are thy ways, and thy O__ 
above ours. 
There is nothing concealed ow thy 
knowledge, and the ſecrets of all hearts, 


are naked and open to thy all- comprehen- 
ſive view. 


Thou haſt made us, and noc we our- 
ſelves: we are thy creatures, and the ſub- 
jects of thy government. We are fearfully, 
and wonderfully made, and intirely depen- 
dant upon the bounty of thy providence, 
for our continual ſupport, and daily return- 
ing wants. Thy goodneſs, and thy mercy, 
have followed us all our days, tho' we have 
been ungrateful, and diſobedient ; tho' we 


have been forgetful of the hand that feeds 
us, and ready to overlook our obligations, be- 
cauſe 


a N Sat 
1 


12 LORD'S DAY MORNING, 


cauſe of the commonneſs, and multitude 


of thy mercies. Lord, forgive us, and 
have pity upon us. Help us, by thy ſpirit, 
ſo to conſider, and recollect, the experience 
we have had of thy abundant goodneſs to 
us, that our hearts may be inflamed with 
love, and praiſe to thee, and our reſolutions 
of better obedience be ſtrengthened, and 


confirmed. Accept of our hearty praiſe for 


thy providential care over us the laſt night ; 
that we laid us down in peace, and com- 
fort, that we have been refreſhed with reſt, 
and ſleep; and are preſerved in ſafety, to 
the light of another day; to another 


Chriſtian Sabbath. Lord, bleſs us this day 
with thy favour ; may it be a good day to 


our ſouls, and our improvement in virtue 
be anſwerable to our advantages. When 


we go to thy houſe of prayer, help us to 
lay aſide all foreign concerns, all prejudice, 


and error; to attend carefully to thy will; 


and to worſhip thee, in ſpirit, and in truth. 


Make us truly ſenſible of the honour, and 
privilege we enjoy, and more ſolicitous, to 
get the ſpirit of chriſtianity in our hearts. 
And when we return from thy houſe of 
prayer, may we not be forgetful hearers, 


but 
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Lory's DAY MORNING. 73 
but doers of thy word. May the great 
7 works of creation, and redemption, be par- 
* ticularly remembered by us this day; and 
9 ſo dwell upon our minds, as to fill our 
hearts with devout affections: with admi- 
7 ration, gratitude, love, and praiſe to thee 
; our God and father, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. 
As we ſee thee, in thy wonderful works, 
as we hear thee, in thy holy word, and feel 
5 thy preſence, in thy continual goodneſs, ſo 
we have the ſtrongeſt motives to obedience, 
and the greateſt encouragement for our faith, 
and truſt, in thee. 
 _ Gracious God, give us wiſdom to behave 
as becometh thy creatures, and to regulate 
all our conduct by the rule of thy holy 
word. May we never reſt in the outward 
appearance, and profeſſion of religion, nor 
ſatisfy ourſelves, with any thing ſhort, of i 
that holineſs, without which none can ſee = 
the Lord. Keep us, we pray thee, from N 
all error, and deluſion; from the ſnares, and | 
pollutions of the world; from ſelf-confidence, ö 
and preſumptuous ſins; from the tempta- 1 
tions of the devil, and from all abuſes of 
thy goodneſs. O that we may always fear, 


| 
and | ; 


14 LORD'S DAY MORNING: 


and dread, ſuch an abuſe of thy mercies, 


as would render the deprivation of our pri- 
vileges, an act of goodneſs. Rather deny 
us the pleaſures, and enjoyments of this 
world, than thy favour : thou beſt knoweſt 


what is good and proper for us, and to nd 
will we deſire to be reſigned. 


Lord, increaſe our faith, and ſtrengthen 


our reſolutions of obedience. Prepare us 
for all the events of thy providence : for 


proſperity or adverſity, for health or m_ 


neſs, for life, or death. 


Whatever others do, may we never dare 
to ſin againſt thee ; but ſeek thy favour, 
with our whole hearts, in that way, and in 


that manner, which is moſt agreeable to 


thy holy will. Lord bleſs us, in our en- 


deavours herein. 


As thou haſt made it our duty to "TOR all 
our fellow creatures; ſo we would humbly 


pray to thee for all in affliction, and trou- 


ble; for all who are deſtitute of thy holy 


word; for all whoſe minds are darkened, 


by prejudice and error; and for all, who 
wiſh us ill. Lord, ſanctify affliction, and 


reſtore thy ſervants to health, and comfort, 
that they may rejoice in thy ſalvation. 
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LORD'S: DAY. MORNING. 15 


| Remove, we pray thee, every obſtruction 


to the light of thy holy word ; and cauſe 


the truth, as it is in Jeſus, to prevail 
throughout the world. Unite us all, in 
brotherly love, and make us thy inſtru- 
ments, of much good to all we are ac- 
quainted with. 


Bleſs thy foros our "Rin, and b 


who are in power and authority over us. 
Lord give them wiſdom, and direct their 
counſels, for the ſuppreſſion of vice, and 


encouragement of virtue; that ſo we may 
have confidence in thy protection, and not 


fear the enemies of our religion, liberties, 


and privileges. 


May thy holy ſpirit enlighten, and in 


fluence, thy ſervants in the goſpel miniſtry. 


Bleſs their endeavours for the good of ſouls, 


and cauſe thy ſervice to proſper in their 
hands. 


Now, gracious God, accept of our united 


Praiſe for the opportunity we have had, of 


-waiting upon thee in prayer : pardon what 
has been, amiſs in our behaviour, and bleſs 
us with thy favour, through Jeſus Chriſt, 
our Lord; in whoſe name, and words we 
pray to thee, - Our Father, &c. 
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16 LokRD's PAY EVENING: 


Lord's Day Evening Prayer, 


LMIGHTY, and eternal God, by 
the word of thy power, were the 
heavens, and the earth, with all their nu- 
merous inhabitants created ; and on thy 
providence every creature, depends for fap= 
port. Thou openeſt thy hand, and ſatisfieſt 
the deſires of every living thing. Great, 
and marvellous are thy works, Lord, God 
Almighty : juſt and true are thy ways, O! 
thou King of Saints! who ſhall not fear 
thee, and glorify thy name !] In thy favour 
there is life, and in keeping thy commands 
there is great reward : great peace have 
all thoſe who love thy laws, and e 
ſhall offend them. 
Bleſſed be thy name, for that d 
condeſcenſion, and goodnefs, which thou 
haſt manifeſted to the ſinful children of men, 
in the redemption of the world, by Jeſus 
Chriſt; for the means of grace, and for 
the hopes of glory. Lord, what is man, 
_ thou art mindful of him! what are 
_ ſinful children of men, that thou 
ſhouldſt 


LORD'S DAY EVENING. 17 
ſhouldſt thus viſit us! When we have done 
our beſt, we are ſtill but unprofitable ſer- 
vants, and ſhall have done no more, than it 
was our duty to do. O! that we were duly 
ſenſible of our obligations, and more active, 
and diligent, in thy ſervice ! Lord, encreaſe 
our faith; and awaken our attention to 
the important concerns of our eternal ſtate. 
May fear, as well as hope, be in a lively 
exerciſe, and the terrors of thy anger, guard 

us from danger! bleſſed be thy name, for 
all the motives and encouragements we have 
to virtue, and a holy, life. Lord, help us 
to make a right uſe of thy mercies; and to 
follow the example of our bleſſed Saviour 
in every thing wherein it is poſſible to imi- 
tate him. If he was meek and lowly of 
heart; how ought we to lament our pride, 
and vanity, and to give ourſelves no reſt, 
till thoſe roots of bitterneſs are quite de- 
ſtroyed! If he had not where to lay his 
head, how unbecoming is it in us, to be 
anxiouſly ſolicitous about the things of this 
world ! If he fo loved mankind, as to die 
for us, how ought we to love one another ! 
Lord, give us wiſdom, to act up to this moſt 
Gn perfect 
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18 LORD'S DAY EVENING. 


perfe& rule of duty; and to make it our 


meat and our drink to do thy will, as our 


bleſſed Saviour did. Keep us, we pray thee, 
from deceiving ourſelves with. flattering 
appearances : may we never take up with 
a form of godlineſs ; nor content ourſelves 
with any thing ſhort of a faithful obedience 
to thy command + : rather deny us the 
pleaſures of this world, than thy fayour. 
Thou knoweſt beſt what is good for us ; 
and we humbly put our truſt in thee, and 
beg to be, at all times, directed by hy 
wiſdom. 


Pardon what thou haſt ſeen amiſs in 


our behaviour : give us a godly ſorrow for 
our ſins, and a greater hatred to all ini- 


quity : give us to ſee the deformity, and 
evil tendency of vice ; and the beauty, and 


happy tendency of virtue. Prepare us for 
all the events of thy providence; make us 


uſeful in the world, and thy inſtruments of 
good to one another: may brotherly love 
abound amongſt us, more and more; and 


all thy ſervants now before thee, continually 
rejoice in thy goodneſs, and daily improve 


in holigeſs of heart and 3 
We 
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LORD's DAY EVENING, 19 

We humbly pray for thy blefling on all 
bur friends, relations, and acquaintance: 
whatever is good for them, be pleaſed to 
beſtow upon them, and keep them from 


every evil, both of ſoul and body. 


Forgive our enemies, and all who wiſh 
us ill. Look in pity on all in affliction 
and trouble, ſanctify their afflictions, and 
cauſe them to rejoice in thy ſalvation. 

Bleſs thy ſervant our King ; give him 
wiſe and able counſellers, and make him 


the happy inſtrument of promoting thy 


glory, in the encouragement of truth and 


Tighteouſneſs through the nation ; and to 


the remoteſt parts of the earth. O! that 


all the nations of the earth might enjoy, 
with us, the pure religion of thy Son ; and 
that thy ancient people the Jews might 


have the veil taken from their eyes, and be 


bleſſed with the light of the goſpel. 


We now praiſe thee, for all the privi- 
leges, and mercies, of the day paſt, and 


for the preſent opportunity of aſſembling 
together to worſhip thee. Bleſs us with 
thy favour, and continue thy goodneſs to 
us this night: let no evil come near our 


89 dwelling, 
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dwelling, but let our ſleep be ſweet and 
comfortable to us. All which, we hum- 


** 


bly beg in the name, and through the 
mediation, of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 


& 


Chriſt; who is worthy, though we -ars 
unworthy : for him we bleſs thee, and by 
him we aſcribe to thee all honour and 


2 e 
glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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| Monday Morning Prayer, | | 
9 ! moſt holy, holy, holy, Lord our God; 


©: encouraged. by thy condeſcenſion, we 
humbly approach thy preſence, to preſent 


our morning offering of grateful praiſe for 
thy providential care over us the laſt night: 


bleſſed be thy name, that when darkneſs 


covered us, thy goodneſs ſtill ſurrounded us; 
that inſtead of wracking pains, and alarming 
fears, which our ſins deſerved, ſweet repoſe, 
and refreſhing reſt have been our happy 


lot: bleſſed be thy name, that we are pre- 
ſerved to the light of another day, in ſuch 


agreeable circumſtances of health, and 
comfort. 
We thankfully acknowledge, that th 


goodneſs has followed us all our days; and 


that we have abundant reaſon to ſpeak well 


of thy name; and to expreſs our gratitude, 
by a faithful obedience to thy commands. 
O! that we had ſuch a ſenſe of thy good- 


neſs, as might prove a ſure preſervative 


_ againſt ſin, and a conſtant incitement to 


love, and obedience. The health of our 
3 bodies, 
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22 MONDAY MORNING; 


bodies, the ſerenity of our minds, our food 
and raiment, the means of knowledge, the 


pleaſures of friendſhip, and all our ſocial. 


delights, are thy free gifts, to ſweeten life, 
and make exiſtence comfortable. But when 
we conſider what thou haſt done for our 
ſouls, in ſending thy Son into. the world, 
to take upon him our nature, to reſtore us tq 
thy image, and favour; to redeem us from 
deſtruction, and exalt us to glory; what 


cauſe! what abundant cauſe, have wel 


humbly to adore thee ; devoutly to worſhip 
thee ; ardently to praiſe thee ; N ta 
love thee. 

O! that this, thy wonderful ol 
ſion and goodneſs, may affect us ſuitably z 
diſſolve our attachment to the things of this 
world, and raiſe our an. to thoſe 
above. 

May thy ſpirit * our znfirmitios, ah 
aſſiſt us in our duty, to mortify our pride, 
and every evil inclination to regulate our 
paſſions ; and to bring our wills to a per- 
fect ſubmiſſion and reſignation to thine, in 


all things. Thou beſt knoweſt what is 
proper for us, and we beg to be under the 


direction of thy wiſdom, | 


Prepare 
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MONDAY MORNING. 23 


repare us, we pray thee, for- whatever 
we may meet with in the world; and let 
no temptation prove too ſtrong for us. Bleſs 
us in our endeavours after improvement and 
uſefalneſs, and make us thy inſtruments of 
much good to one another, through Jeſus 
Chrift our Lord: in whoſe name, and Fs 
words, we ſum up all our prayers. Our 
Father, &c. 
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Tuxxrwirn Mall we come bins 
fore the Lord, and bow ourſelves: 
bofdfe the high God? Will the Lord be 
pleaſed with coſtly ſacrifices, with painful 
penances, or numerous ceremonies ?' Bleſſed 
be God, theſe are not required of us; but 
to do juſtly, to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly before our God. 

Gracious God, we penis thee for 15 
eondeſcenſion and goodneſs: to us; for the 
clear revelation of thy will, and for making 
the path of our duty ſo inviting and plain 
before us: bleſſed be thy name, for mak- 

ing that our duty, which is our higheſt 

intereſt, perfective of our nature, and the 
certain means of obtaining thy favour and 
eternal life. Lord, give us wiſdom to act 
ſuitably; to live as becometh thy creatures; 
as becometh thoſe who are ſo highly favour+ 
ed, and ſo greatly diſtinguiſhed by thy goods 
neſs. Help us to attend carefully to thy 
will, and to make thy word the een rule 
and . of all our actions. 


Keep | 
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Keep us, we pray thee, from all error, and 
prejudice, from all vanity, and pride; from 
preſumptuous ſins, and from all the ſnares, 
temptations, and pollutions, of the world: 


rather deny us the pleaſures, and enjoy- 
ments, of this world, than thy favour. May 


we hold nothing dear to us, in compariſon. 
of thy favour, nor any thing fo dreadful, 
as thy diſpleaſure. Thou knoweſt beſt, 
what is good and proper for us, and to thy 
wiſdom, we beg leave to refer all our de- 
fires, and all our wants. 

- Pardon, we humbly beſeech ths, what=- 
ever thou haſt ſeen amiſs in our behaviour: 


in many things we have all offended, and 


come ſhort. of our duty; and ſhouldſt thou 
be ſtrict to mark iniquity, we ſhould fear to 
approach thy:preſence, and fink into deſpair 
at the remembrance of our ingratitude and 
diſobęedience. But, bleſſed be thy name, 
with thee there is forgiveneſs, and ſalva- 
tion through Chriſt, for all humble peni- 
tents; for all Who truly repent, and for- 
fake their ſins. Ol give us a godly ſorrow 
for our ſins, and may the remembrance of 
them 2 us humble and watehfy] ! Lord 

increaſe 
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26 MONDAY EVENING. 
increaſe our faith, and a filial fear of offend- 
ing thee : and enable us every day, to make 


ſome progreſs in virtue, and a holy life : 


may we never content ourſelves with a par- 
tial performance of our duty; but give 
ourſelves up entirely, to thy divine will. 
May we never murmur at any affliftive cir- 
cumſtance, but endeavour to. learn thy 


will thereby, and to correct whatever is 


amiſs in our conduct. 

Prepare us, we pray thee, for whatever 
we may meet with in the world; proſper- 
ity, or adverſity; health, or ſickneſs; life, 


or death. Whatever others do, may it be 


the daily care and ſolicitude of our lives, to 
approve ourſelves faithful in thy ſervice, 
and obedient to all thy commands. 

We praiſe thee, for that experience we 
have had of thy bounty, of thy mercy, 
and goodneſs to us: every day increaſes 
our obligations, and affords us freſh occaſion 
to love thee more, and to ſerve thee better. 
Accept of our thankful acknowledgments, 
for thy goodneſs to us, the day paſt : all 
that we enjoy, is from thee, and to thy 
name alone be the praiſe, To thy pro- 
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26 MONDAY EVENING. 

increaſe our faith, and a filial fear of offend- 
ing thee : and enable us every day, to make 
ſome progreſs in virtue, and a holy life : 
may we never content ourſelves with a par- 
tial performance of our duty; but give 
ourſelves up entirely, to thy divine will. 


May we never murmur at any afflictive cir- 


cumſtance, but endeavour to learn thy 
will thereby, and to correct whatever is 
amiſs in our conduct. 

Prepare us, we pray thee, for whatever 
we may meet with in the world; proſper- 
ity, or adverſity ; health, or ſickneſs; life, 
or death. Whatever others do, may it be 
the daily care and ſolicitude of our lives, to 
approve ourſelves faithful in thy ſervice, 
and obedient to all thy commands. 

We praiſe thee, for that experience we 


have had of thy bounty, of thy mercy, 


and goodneſs to us: every day increaſes 


our obligations, and affords us freſh occaſion 
to love thee more, and to ſerve thee better. 


Accept of our thankful acknowledgments, 


for thy goodneſs to us, the day paſt : all 


that we enjoy, is from thee, and to thy 


name alone be the praiſe, To thy pro- 
” tection, 


8 
2 
hun 
2 
[<a] 
— 
fa) 
on 
< 
A 
< 
O 
D 


4, 


— 


hat our 


that no evil 


humbly pray 


/ 


. 


and 


we beg leave to commit ourſelves 
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Toeſda Marning: Prayer | 
M* ST holy, holy, holy, Lorde our Ged. . 


thou art, and there is none to be 
compared with thee, in the armies of hea- 
ven, or amongſt the inhabitants of the 
earth. | 

Thou haſt made all things by the word ; 
of thy power, and for thy Pane they are, 
and were created. 

We live upon thy bounty, we rejoice in 
thy goodneſs, and every ſucceeding day 
brings us freſh occaſion to praiſe thy name. 5 

We praiſe thee, for thy continual care 
over us, and goodneſs to us: particularly, 
for the mercies of the laſt night; for that 


ſweet repoſe, and refreſhing ſleep, which 


we have had; and that we are preſerved, 
to the light of another day, in ſuch agree- 


able circumſtances of health and comfort. 


Lord, keep us this day, in thy faith and 
fear, Oe” every evil, both LY foul and 
body. "AL. nk | — 

May: we never follow a multitude to do 


evil; nor fear to appear ſingular, in de- 


fence of truth and righteouſneſs. 
Mo Bleſs. 


TUESDAY MORNING. 29. 


«I. 3 93 


Bleſs and proſper us in our endeavours 
after improvement and uſefulneſs. — Give 
us wiſdoin, to direct our ways; And to make 


thy word the only rule and guide of, all 
dur actions. " Aſſiſt us, by 15 05 Bode . 


ot, 


thee to remove from our per Ak all 


darkneſs, prejudice, and error: and do 


thou give us to ſee the truth, as it is. in 
Jeſus. May his perfect example be ever 
in our view, and what he has done and 
ſuffered for us, ſo dwell upon our minds, 
that, by obedience and love, we may grow 
into his likeneſs; and, at length, be ren- 


dered meet, to be partakers with him, in 


glory everlaſting. Animated by the hope 
that is ſet before us, may we lay afide 
every weight, and the fins that moſt eaſily 
beſet us, and may we run with patience 
our Chriſtian courle, looking. unto. Jeſus, 
the author- and finiſher of our faith... 5 
We bleſs thee that, in his name, we 
have acceſs. to thy throne of mercy: O 
look in P en all A weakneſſes, and 

Ede hag _ infirmities; 
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30 TUESDAY MORNING: 
infirmities, and, through his mediation, 
pardon. all our offences. Give us to ſee 
the deformity of fin, and the beauty of 
holineſs ; the connexion of vice with. mi- 
ſery, and of virtue with happineſs. 

We praiſe thee for the revelation of thy 


will: and for all the motives, and encou- 


ragements, we find in the goſpel, to virtue 
and a holy life. O] that all obſtructions 
to its progreſs were removed, and that all 
the inhabitants of the earth might ſee thy 


ſalvation, and hear the joyful ſound of th 


goſpel. 
We would be thankful, for the preſent. 
opportunity, of aſſembling together, to wor- 


ſhip thee our Maker; and that we can wor- 


ſhip thee in public, and in private, none 


making us afraid. 


May we never be diGouraged by the 
neglects of others, or intimidated by the 
ſcoffs and ridicule of the world ; but be 
careful to make the tenour of our lives cor- 


reſpond with the principles of our religion : 


and then, we ſhall have no cauſe to be 
aſhamed, but may glory in the contempt 
of the world. 


Lord, 
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Lord, ſtrengthen our faith, and our reſo- 
conſtant obedience to thy com- 


mands. 


Prepare us for whatever we may meet 


with; and whether we live, or die, or what- 
ever we do, may it be to thy praiſe, and 
to thy glory, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: 
for him we bleſs thee, and in his words | 
we pray to thee. Our Father, &c. 
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32 TUESDAY EVENING. 


Tueſday Evening Prayer. 


A LMIGHTY, and eternal God; though 
| we are unworthy to approach thy pre- 
ſence, or to take thy ſacred name into. our 
polluted lips; yet ſuch is thy condeſcenſion, 
and goodneſs, that we are encouraged to 
wait upon thee in prayer, and to ſeek thy 
bleſſing, and favour, with the freedom of 
children to their Father: bleſſed be thy 
name for this liberty, this privilege, and 
high honor. O! give us a juſt and lively 


ſuitable and becoming manner. We deſire 
to be humble in thy ſight, thankful for thy 
goodneſs, and faithful in thy ſervice, Lord, 
bleſs us in our endeavours herein, and ac- 
cept of our beſt attempts to praiſe thy 
name, and to worſhip thee our Maker. 
We praiſe thee, for our creation, and pre- 
ſervation, for all the bleſſings of this life, 


and for all the means afforded us, for a Mi 
bliſsful immortality : we are ſurrounded 5 


with thy goodneſs : and find continual oo- = | 
caſion, to love thee more, and to ſerve thee 5 
better: \ 88 
4 Lord, 


— — —— — — 
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Lord, encreaſe our faith, and ſtrengthen 
our reſolutions of obedience, May we 
never follow a multitude to do iniquity, nor 
allow ourſelves in any N chat 1s dif 
pleaſing to thee. FOND 

We would lament: 3 POR our in- 
gratitude, and diſobedience 3: our numerous 
offences; our pride, vanity, and inordinate 


love of the world; our want of zeal for 


thy ſervice; the coldneſs of our devotions, 


and our wandering thoughts in thy pre- 
lence. Gracious God, look in pity upon 


us; and through the mediation of Jeſus. 
Chriſt, pardon all our offences. 
We would humbly approach thee in 1 


name, and apply unto thee through him 
alone, for the remiſſion of our ſins, and ac- 
ceptance to thy favour. Though we are 
unworthy, he is worthy, who died for us, 


and ever lives to make interceſſion for all 


humble penitents; ſor all who come unto 
thee by faith in him. Bleſſed be thy name, 


for this thy goodneſs to us, that he gave 


himſelf up upon the croſs a ſacrifice for ſin; 
that he died, the juſt for the unjuſt, to re- 
deem us from deſtruction, and exalt us to 


Slory: Glory be to God in the higheſt; 
D . for 


34 TUESDAY EVENING. 


for there is on earth peace, _— good will 
to man. 
0 l˖ that we may henceforth not live to 
ourſelves, but to him who died for us, and 
roſe again, May his example animate 
his precepts guide us, and his love 
conſtrain us ta dg our duty. May thy ſpi- 
nit aſſiſt us, to mortify our pride, and every 
evil inclination ; to regulate our paſſions, 
and to bring our wills to a perfect con- 
formity to thine in all things. Bleſs us in 
our endeavours after improvement and 
uſefulneſs, and make us thy inſtruments 
of much good to one another. | 
Accept of our hearty praiſe for the mer- 
cies of the day paſt, and for the preſent 
opportunity of waiting upon thee in prayer. 
To the care of thy good providence, we 
humbly commit ourſelves this night ; and 
pray, that no evil may approach us, but 
that our ſleep may be ſweet, and comfort- 
able to us, | 
Now to the King eternal, immortal, in- 
viſible, to the only wiſe UGG, be erer 
ing prailes, Amen. 
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| Wedneſday Morning Prayer 


# KAnn l and ever bleſſed God, 
who art high above all Gods: with- 
out beginning of days or end of years; the 
ſame yeſterday, to day, and for ever ; 
righteous, in all thy ways, and holy in all 
thy works : encouraged by thy condeſcen- 
ſion, we humbly approach thy preſence, 
and, to the beſt of our ability, would wor- 
ſhip, and adore thee, our maker, who art 
good to all, and whoſe tender mercies are 
over all thy works. 

Bleſſed be thy name, for the mne 
we enjoy, and for thy gracious promiſe of 
pardon and acceptance, through Jeſus 
Chriſt, to all penitent ſinners. We praiſe 
thee, for the clear diſcovery of thy will by 
him; and for all he has done, and ſuffered 
for us. Lord, what is man that thou art 
mindful of him ! what are we, ſinful 
children of men, that thou ſhouldſt thus 
viſit us! that thou ſhouldſt thus provide for 
our eternal welfare. Lord, what can we 
render unto thee, for all thy goodneſs to 
us! when we have done our beſt, we are 


172 "0 2 {till 


36 WEDNESDAY MORNING. 

ſtill but unprofitable ſervants, and ſhall 
have done no more than it was our duty to 
do. O! help us by thy ſpirit to db what 
our duty demands; to attend carefully to 
thy will, and faithfully to obey all thy pre- 
cepts; remove, we pray thee, from our 
underſtandings, all darkneſs, all prejudice, 
and error, and from our wills, all obſtinacy, 


and pride : give us a ſound judgment, and. 
a juſt eſtimate of things. May we have 
ſuch a ſenſe of thy goodneſs to us, as will 


quicken our diligence, and render thy ſer- 
vice our greateſt pleaſure and delight; ſuch 
as may kill the ſeeds of pride, rebellion, 
and ſelfiſhneſs within us; diſſolve our at- 
tachment to the things of this world, and 
raiſe our affections, to thoſe above; ſuch 
as may kindle in our breaſts, ſuch a flame of 
love to thee, as will melt down all oppoſi- 
tion, and temper our hearts —_ to thy 
divine will. 

Lord, give us wiſdom, to . a oke 
uſe of thy mercies, and to act up to the 
rule of our duty, at all times. Help us to 
cultivate in our hearts unaffeted meeknels 
and humility; true piety, .and warm bene- 
volence; and to abſtain from every appear- 
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ance of evil : that ſo we may, with filial 


confidence, approach thee, as our God, and 


Father, in Jeſus Chriſt ; and go on rejoic- 


ing, through time, to a bliſsful immortality. 
Me pray, to be kept from the ſnares, 
temptations, and pollutions, of the world. 


Make us fearful of the dangers we are ex- 


poſed to, and careful to avoid them. Ac- 
cept of our hearty praiſe for thy goodneſs. 


to us the laſt night. Bleſs us this day with 


thy favour, and proſper us in all our juſt 


and lawful undertakings. 


Make us uſeful to one another, an 


bleflings to fociety, Prepare us for what- 


ever thy will and pleaſure is concerning us, 
Thou knoweſt beſt what is good and pro- 
per for us, and to thy wiſdom we deſire at 


al times to reſign ourſelves. 


Look in mercy upon the ne 
and imperfections of our ſpiritual exerciſes, 


the coldneſs of our devotions, and the 
wandering of our thoughts, in thy preſence. 


Pardon whatever has been awiſs in our 
behaviour; and forgive all our offences 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: in whoſe 


name, and ran we "Py to thee. Our 


n &c. 
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38 WEDNESDAY EVENING. 


Wedneſday Evening Prayer. 
M OST holy, holy, holy Lord our God; 


thy ways are not like our ways, nor 
thy thoughts like our thoughts; but as 
heaven is high above the earth, ſo are thy 
thoughts, and thy ways, infinitely far above 
ours. With the loweſt humility, and re- 
verence, we would come into thy preſence 
this evening, to pay thee that homage, and 
worſhip, that is moſt juſtly due to thee, 
from all thy rational creatures. We live 
upon thy bounty; we rejoice in thy good- 
neſs, and every day's experience affords us 
freſh occaſion to love thee more, and to 
ſerve thee better. We praiſe thee, for the 
mercies of the day paſt: for the care of 

thy providence over us, and for all the pri- 
vileges, and advantages, we have enjoyed. 
Pardon what has been amiſs in our beha- 

viour, whether in our thoughts, in our 
words, or actions: in many things, we 
have all offended, and come ſhort of our 
duty; but bleſſed be thy name, that we 
are not cut off from the hope of thy par- 


doning mercy in Jeſus Chriſt. Bleſſed be 
5 n thy 


WEDNESDAY EVENING» | 39 


thy name, that there is redemption through 


his blood, for all humble penitents ; and 
that we have thy ſure word of promiſe, 


that whoever lives by faith in him, ſhall 


not periſh, but have everlaſting life. Lord, 


what can we poor ſinful duſt and aſhes, 


render unto thee, for thy condeſcenſion and 
goodneſs to us ! we can never profit thee, 
as we can one another; and when we have 
done our beſt, we ſhall have done no more 
than it was our duty to do. Bleſſed be 
thy name, that thou haſt made that our 


duty, which is our higheſt intereſt, perfec- 


tive of our nature, and the ſure way to 
everlaſting felicity. May we never content 
ourſelves with the appearance, and form of 
godlineſs; but faithfully examine ourſelves ; 
and carefully employ the appointed means, 
till we get the true ſpirit of chriſtianity in 
our hearts, Keep us, we pray thee, from 
all deluſion, from ſelf- confidence, and pre- 
ſumptuous fin, May we never flatter our- 
ſelves, with falſe and dangerous hopes, or 
expect thy favour, in any other way than 
that of thy own appointment; ; obedience, 
and holineſs. As thou art no reſpecter of 
: prion but haſt declared, tlrat in. every 
Ns e D 4 nation, 
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40 WEDNESDAY 'EVENING: 


nation, he who feareth thee; and worketh: 
righteouſneſs, ſhall be accepted of thee; 
ſo we would not dare to preſume upon our 
privileges, as if thoſe alone would fave us; 
but deſire always to remember, how much 
greater our guilt and condemnation will be, 
if, with all our advantages, we prove diſ- 


obedient and unfaithful ſervants. Ol that 


this reflection may fink deep into our 

hearts, awaken our attention, and make us 

more humble, watchful, and diligent !_ 
Lord, give us a juſt ſenſe of our own 


weakneſs, unworthineſs, and guilt, a godly 


ſorrow for our ſins, and a perfect hatred to 


all iniquity. Increaſe our faith, purify our 


hearts, and raiſe our affections above the 
things of this world. Give us to hunger, 
and to thirſt, after righteouſneſs ; and after 
the example of our Lord, to make it our 
meat, and our drink, to do thy will. We 
defire to be reſigned to thy wiſdom, and 
beg for the aſſiſtance of thy ſpirit, to 
guide, and direct us, in all our ways. 

Keep us, we pray thee, this night from 
all evil, and let our ſleep be refreſhing, 


and 
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42 THURSDAY MORNING. 


| Thurſday Morning Prayer, 


LMIGHTY, and eternal God; tho“ 
the heaven of heavens cannot con- 
tain thy majeſty; tho' angels veil before 
thy glory ; yet, ſuch is thy amazing con- 
deſcenſion, that the leaſt of thy creatures 
are not below thy notice, and the humble 
of heart are thy peculiar care. 

With the loweſt humility, and reverence, 
we deſire to approach thy preſence this 
morning, to praiſe thee for thy continued 
goodneſs to us; for that ſweet, and re- 
freſhing reſt, we have had the laſt night; 
and that we are preſerved in health, in 
peace, and ſafety, to the light of another 
day. Every day increaſes our obligations, 
and affords us freſh occaſion to love thee 
more, and to ſerve thee better. 

To thy goodneſs we owe, not only our 
creation, and preſervation, our health, peace, 
and ſafety, but all the pleaſures of friend- 
ſhip, and delights of ſocial life ; together 
with a thouſand ſprings of joy, delight, and 
entertainment, placed within the reach of 

our own induſtry. 


had, 
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And, as if this was not ſufficient to in- 
duce our obedience and love, with what 
amazing condeſcenſion, haſt thou been 


pleaſed to ſet before us, the joys of heaven 


and eternal life! And, to make them ſure 


to us, ſpared not thy beloved ſon; but ſent 


him to exemplify our duty, enforce our 


obedience, and exalt us to glory. Gracious 
God, what can we render unto thee, for 


all thy goodneſs to us? 


We muſt confeſs, that when we have 


Aotic our beſt, we ſhall till be but unpro- 


ſitable ſervants, and muſt rely, entirely, 


upon thy free grace and mercy, through 
Jeſus Chriſt, for pardon and acceptance. 

The experience we have had of our 
own weakneſs, folly and guilt, ought to 
cover us with ſhame, remorſe, and grief ; 
and to make us more diffident of our own. 
ſtrength. 


O! let thy ſpirit quicken, and aſſiſt us 


in our duty. 

Give us wiſdom, to diſcern the wah: as 
it is in Jeſus, to tread in his ſteps, and to 
follow his example, in every thing, wherein 
it is poſſible to imitate him. 


If 
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If he was meek, and lowly in heart! 
how ought we to lament our vanity and 
pride? and to give ourſelves no reſt, till 
thoſe roots of bitterneſs are deſtroyed. | 

If he fo loved mankind as to die to ſave f 
them, how ought we to love one another? 


Bleſſed be thy name, for all thoſe clear ; 
leſſons of inſtruction, thoſe bright examples 


of patience, meekneſs and goodneſs, which 


we meet with in thy holy word: help us | 


to lay them to heart, and practiſe them in 


our lives. Give us a godly ſorrow for our 
ſins, and a filial fear of offending hes. i 

We pray to be kept from temptation; 
from the contagion of bad example, and 
from all the ſnares, and pollutions, of ch 
world. Rather deny us the pleaſures of 
this world, than thy favour. Thou beſt 


| knoweſt what is good, and proper for us, 


and to thy wiſdom we deſire always to be 

reſigned. 
May we never let go our integrity, but 

with our utmoſt care, and diligence, adhere 


to the inſtructions of thy word; and by 


that alone regulate our lives. 


We 
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We deſire to be humble in thy ſight, 
zealous for thy honour, faithful in thy ſer- 
vice, and rich in good works. 

Bleſs thy ſervants this day with. thy fa- 
vour ; and accept of our hearty: praiſe for 
% the liberty, and opportunity, of worſhip- 
| 4 ping thee at this time: forgive what has 
E been amiſs in our behaviour, and may every 


act of duty ſo improve us in piety and ho- 
4 lineſs, that, at length, we may be aſſimi- on 
5 lated into the likeneſs of our Lord, and, 1 
2 thro' grace, rendered meet to be e 1 
F: with him in glory everlaſting. | i 
F We humbly beg all in his name: and 11 | 
in his comprehenſive words, we pray to | 
thee. Our Father, &c. } { 
Wi 

Thurſday 


\ 
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Thurſday Evening Prayer. 


LMIGHTY, and everlaſting God ; 
the creator of all things, viſible and 
inviſible ; when we think of thy infinite 


perfections, the glory of thy power, the 


immenſity of thy works, the holineſs of 
thy nature, and that nothing is concealed 


from thy omniſcience ; were it not for thy 
condeſcenſion, and goodneſs, we ſhould fear 
to approach thy preſence, and ſhrink back 
to nothing before thee. But bleſſed be thy 


name, we are encouraged to look up to 
thee, as children to their father, for what- 


ever is good, and proper for us. O] that 
we may be duly ſenfible of this privilege, 


and behave in a becoming manner. 
We praiſe thee for the care of thy pro- 


vidence over us, and for the many mercies 
we have this day enjoyed. We live upon 


thy bounty, and all our wants are ſupplied 
by thy goodneſs. Our health, our peace, 
and plenty; our advantages for improve- 
ment, and uſefulneſs ; our ſocial delights, 


and the pleaſures of friendſhip, all, call 


upon us to praiſe thy holy name. Good- 
neſs 
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neſs and mercy have followed us all our 
days; and we have the ſtrongeſt reaſon to 
ſpeak well of thy name. Lord, help us 
to expreſs our gratitude in the beſt manner, 
by keeping thy commandments. Help us 
to be meek, and lowly of heart, chaſte in 
our affections, temperate in our enjoyments, 
ready to forgive injuries, faithful to * 
and good to one another. 
May a filial fear of offending thee al- 
ways poſſeſs our ſouls; and a becoming 
zeal for thy honor ever appear in our life 
and converſation. May we never be aſhamed 
of well doing: nor be diſcouraged, by the 
ſcoffs and ridicule of the world; but ra- 
ther glory in the croſs of Chriſt, and 
eſteem it our honor to ſuffer for his name. 


Ever mindful of the great objects of our 


hope; the high honor of thy favor; the 
love of Chriſt, the friendſhip of angels, 
and ſpirits of juſt men made perfect; the 
glory of heaven, and eternal life; may we 
keep ourſelves unſpotted from the world, 
and laying aſide every weight, and the ſin 
vrhich moſt eaſily beſets us, may we run with 
patience the race that is ſet before us. 


© Þ 


Lord, 
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Lord, increaſe : our faith, wad ſtrengthen , 
our reſolutions of obedience. 
Make us uſeful to one another, and 


bleſſings to ſociety. Give us a juſt ſenſe 
of our own weakneſs, and unworthineſs; and 
never leave us to ourſelves. Deliver us 


from temptation, clothe us with humility, 


and unite us in brotherly love. In our 
prayers to thee for ourſelves, we would not 


be unmindful of the wants of our fellow- 
creatures. 


Gracious God, ſend relief to all in di- 


ſtreſs and trouble; ſanctify their afflictions, 
and cauſe them to rejoice in thy ſalvation. 


Pity all who are deſtitute of the light of 
thy goſpel; and thoſe whoſe minds are 


darkened by error, ſuperſtition, and vice. 


'O! that the truth, as it is in Jeſus, might 


break through all obſtructions, and ſhine, 


with unclouded ſplendour, on the whole 
race of mankind | 


We humbly pray for thy blefling on thy 
ſervant our King : give him wiſdom from 
above; influence and direct his counſels, 


and ſucceed all his juſt and righteous mea- 


ſures, for the reformation, proſperity, and 


happineſs 
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happineſs of theſe nations, and their Co- 


lonies. 

Now, gracious God, accept of our hearty 
praiſe for the preſent opportunity of wor- 
ſhipping thee: forgive what has been 


amiſs in our behaviour, and take us into 
thy protection this night; all which we 
humbly beg, in the name, and through the 


mediation, of our Lord and Saviour, Jeſus 


Chriſt: for him we bleſs thee, and by him 


we aſcribe to thee, all honour, glory, and 


praiſe, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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50 FRIDAY MORNING. 


Friday Morning Prayer. 
|, | Bag holy, holy, holy Lord. our 


God; the heavens, and heaven of 
heavens, cannot contain thy Majeſty. Thou 
haſt created all things by the word of thy 
power, and for thy pleaſure they are, and 
were created. As the heavens are high 
above the earth, ſo are thy thoughts, and 


thy ways, infinitely far above ours. Yet 


art thou -pleaſed to condeſcend to dwell 
with him who is humble of heart, and 
ſtands in awe of thy diſpleaſure. The 
meek thou wilt guide in judgment ; the 
meek thou wilt teach thy way. Bleſſed 


be thy name for all the diſcoveries of thy 


will ; and that we find in thy word fo 
many motives and encouragements to cul- 
tivate humility in our hearts. O! that we 
may hate pride as much in ourſelves as 
in others; and not ſuffer it to take root in 
our minds, under any diſguiſe whatever. 
Aſſiſt us, we pray thee, by thy ſpirit, to 
ſubdue every evil inclination, and to regu- 
late all our deſires, and paſſions, by the 
rule of thy holy word. The experience 


we 


FRIDAY MORNING. 51 


we have had of our own frailty and 
weakneſs, covers us with confuſion and 
ſhame, and makes us diffident of our own 
ſtrength. 
Lord, prepare us for whatever we may 

meet with in the world: let no proſperity 
corrupt our integrity; nor any adverfity 
abate our truſt and confidence in thee. 
Thou beſt knoweſt what is good and 
proper for us, and to thy wiſdom we beg 
leave to refer all our concerns. 

We defire to look forward, beyond the 
fleeting enjoyments of time, to the perma- 
nent bleſſings of eternity; to an inherit- 


ance, incorruptible, undefiled, that fadeth | 


not away, reſerved in heaven for us; to a 
glorious ſociety of immortal beings ; to 
Jeſus our exalted: Lord, and to the beatific 
viſion of thee, the God and Father of all. 

Animated by this glorious proſpect, may 
we never ſhrink from duty; but run joy- 
fully our chriſtian courſe, with A 
care and diligence. 

Lord, ſtrengthen our faith, and invigo- 


rate our reſolutions of conſtant obedience 
to thy commands. 


E 2 Accept 
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Accept of our fincere and hearty praiſe, 
for all thy goodneſs to us. Thy mercies are 
renewed to us every day, and call upon us 
for continual praiſe. | 

Particularly, we now praiſe thee for thy 
providential care over us the laſt night; 
that we laid us down in peace and com- 
fort; and are graciouſly preſerved, in 
health, and ſafety, to the light of A 
day. 

Lord, keep us this dey from evil, bleſs. 
and proſper us in our endeavours after im- 
provement and uſefulneſs ; and enable us, 
every day, to make ſome progreſs in virtue 
and a holy life. 

We beg leave to revoliiinumnd: to thy 
bleſſing and favour all our friends, rela- 
tions, and acquaintance : preſerve them 
from evil, and bleſs them with every need- 
ful mercy. Unite us all in brotherly love, 
and make us thy inſtruments of much good 
to one another. 

Look, in pity, upon all in affliction and 
trouble; direct to proper means for their 
relief, and ſanctify all their affliftions. 

Bleſs the King, and all in authority over 
us; direct their counſels, and over-rule all 

their 
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their deſigns, for the welfare and proſperity 
of theſe nations, and the colonies abroad, 
May righteouſneſs, which exalteth a nation, 
be the great object of their attention and 
encouragement and all impiety, immoral- 
ity, and vice fink into abhorrence and re- 


ſentment. All which we humbly beg, in 


the name, and through the mediation, of 


Jeſus Chriſt, our Lord: for him we bleſs 


thee ; and in his words we continue our 
prayers to thee, Our Father who art in 
heaven, &c. 
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54 FRIDAY EVENING, 


Friday Evening Prayer. 


M OST holy, holy, holy, Lord our 
God ; heaven is thy throne, and the 
earth 18 thy footſtool: when WE conſider 
thy perfections; the infinite greatneſs of 
thy majeſty ; the purity and holineſs of thy 
nature; the immenſity of thy works, and 
the glory of thy power; were it not for 
thy condeſcenſion and goodneſs, we ſhould 
tremble to approach thy preſence, and 
ſhrink back to nothing beſore thee. But, 
bleſſed be thy name, we are encouraged 
to come into thy preſence; and, in the 
name of Jeſus Chriſt, our Mediator and 
Saviour, to pray, and hope, for whatever 
is good and proper for us. We praiſe thee 
for this liberty, this great privilege, and 
high honour: and humbly implore the 
aſſiſtance of thy ſpirit, that we may be- 
have ſuitably, and worſhip thee in ſpirit 
and in truth. 
We praiſe thee for that diſtinguiſhed 
rank we hold in thy creation, and that we 
are made capable of knowing, and of freely 
obeying, thy will: of tracing out, in ſome 
5 degree, 
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degree, the beauties of thy creation, and 
the glory of thy perfections. Great and 
marvellous are thy works, Lord, God 
Almighty : in wiſdom haſt thou made 
them all. We praiſe thee for all the ad- 


vantages we enjoy both for time and for 


eternity. All that we have is from thee, 
and to thy name alone be the praiſe. O! 
that we were more ſenſible of our obligations, 
and more ſolicitous to do thy will. With 


humility, with ſelf-abaſement, we would 


confeſs before thee our unworthineſs, our 
ingratitude, and diſobedience. In many 


things we have offended, and come ſhort of 


our duty. Our vain and ſinful thoughts, 
words, and actions might juſtly ſeparate 


us from thy favour, and fink us into de- 


ſpair and everlaſting ruin : but bleſſed be. 
thy name, with thee there is forgiveneſs 


and ſalvation, through Chriſt, for all true 


penitents; for all who forſake their ſins, 
and yield obedience to thy commands. 
Gracious God, look in mercy upon thy 


ſervants, pity our weakneſſes and infirmi- 
ties: give us a godly forrow for our fins, 
and wiſdom to reform whatever is {till 
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_ amiſs within us. Keep us, we pray thee, 
from the ſnares, temptations, and pollu- 
tions of the world; from ſelf-confidence, 
and preſumptuous fins : leave us not to ours 
ſelves, but let thy ſpirit influence and di- 
rect in every important concern of life. 

We hope it is the prevailing deſire of our 
hearts to do thy will. Lord, ſtrengthen - 
in us this defire, and our reſolutions of 
perfect obedience to thy commands. Pre- 
pare us for all the events of thy providence; 
bleſs to us all thy mercies; and ſanctify all 
our afflictions. Give us to hunger and 
thirſt after righteouſneſs, to be clothed with 
humility, and to make it our meat and 
our drink to do thy will. 

Accept of our hearty praiſe for thy good- 
neſs to us the day paſt; and for the preſent 
opportunity of waiting upon thee in prayer. - 

Be pleaſed to continue to us thy protection 
and favour, this night: and grant us ſuch 
reſt, and refreſhing ſleep, as thou ſeeſt to be 
good for us; all which we humbly beg in 
the name of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: for 

him we bleſs thee; and by him we aſcribe 
to thee all honour, glory, and praiſe, for 
ever. Amen. 


windy 


SATURDAY MORNING, 57 


: Saturday Mornin 8 Prayer. 


adore thee our Maker, and pay thee that 


homage and obedience which are moſt juſtly 


due to thee, from all thy rational creatures. 


We would eſteem it our higheſt honour to 
celebrate thy praiſe, and freely to execute 


thy will and pleaſure. We would call to 
mind the multitude of thy mercies, and the 
greatneſs of our obligations, both with re- 
gard to time and to eternity. O! that we 
may be duly careful to expreſs our gratitude 
by a ſteady courſe of obedience, and not 


content ourſelves with the externals of re- 


ligion. Bleſſed be thy name for all the 
diſcoveries of thy will to mankind; and 
that we have in our own hands the ineſti- 
mable treaſure of the goſpel; containing ſo 
many motives and encouragements to vir- 
tue and a holy life. Lord, bleſs to us theſe 
ele privileges, 


— 


LM IGHT V God, and moſt merciful. 
Father, with thee there is no variable 
neſs, or the leaſt ſhadow of change. Thou 
art the ſame, yeſterday, to-day, and for 
ever: righteous in all thy ways, and holy in 
all thy works. We would worſhip and 


13 — CETEINY 


— . — — = 
= ©. "oth PEI, nn 6 
+-% 4s — < A 


58 SATURDAY MORNING. 


privileges, and grant us wiſdom to live up 
to our duty. Keep us, we pray thee, 
from the contagion of bad example, from 
all error and prejudice, and from every 
path of folly and vice. Give us, we pray 
thee, a ſound judgment, and a juſt eſtimate 
of things. May we value thy benefits, not 
by compariſon with what others enjoy, 
but by their own real uſe and ſervice to us. 
Whether others enjoy more or leſs, our 
obligations are ſtill the ſame, and demand 
our continual, grateful, acknowledgments. 
Oh! that our eye may not be evi] becauſe 
thine is good! 

Lord, increaſe our faith, and raiſe our 
affections above the things of this world; 
give us to hunger and thirſt after righteouſ- 
neſs, to be cloathed with humility, and to make 
it our meat and our drink to do thy will. 

Accept of our hearty praiſe for all thy 
goodneſs to us: every day increaſes our ob- 
ligations, and affords us freſh occaſion to 
love thee more, and to ſerve thee better: 
in particular, we praiſe thee for the mer- 
cies of the laſt night, and that we are pre- 
ſerved to the light of another day, ſtill ſur- 
rounded with thy benefits. Bleſs and pro- 

ſper 
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ſper us in all our juſt and lawful concerns, 
and enable us to make ſome progreſs, every 
day, in virtue and a holy life. 

May thy Spirit affiſt us in our duty, and 
thy ſervice be our greateſt pleaſure and 
delight. 5 

As thou haſt made it our duty to love 
all our fellow- creatures, ſo we would 
humbly and earneſtly pray for their wel- 
fare: that the afflicted may be relieved, 
the ignorant enlightened, the poor ſupplied 
with bread, and that all the nations of the 
earth may ſee thy ſalvation, and hear the 
joyful ſound of the goſpel. Bleſs thy ſer- 
vant our king, and all the royal family: 
be pleaſed to give him wiſe and faithful 
counſellors, men fearing thee, and hating 
covetouſneſs. 
hleſs thy ſervants in the goſpel miniſtry; 
may thy Spirit aſſiſt them, and render their 
labours abundantly ſucceſsful. 

Bleſs our friends, relations, and acquaint- 
ance; unite us all in brotherly love, and 
make us thy inſtruments of good to one 
another; all which we humbly beg in the 
name of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: for him we 
bleſs thee, and in, &c. 
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Saturday Evening Prayer. 


worſhip thee our Maker. We adore and 


praiſe thee for all that experience we have 
had of thy mercy, thy bounty, and good- 
neſs to us. Bleſſed be thy name for the 
mercies of the day paſt, for our food and 


raiment, for that degree of health, peace, 
and plenty we have enjoyed; for the plea- 
ſures of friendſhip and ſocial life; and for 


every opportunity of improvement and uſe- 


fulneſs. All our enjoyments, all our pri- 


vileges and advantages, are from thee; and 


to thy name alone be the praiſe. O! that 


we were more ſolicitous to expreſs our gra- 
titude by our obedience! by r to Ma 
and love to one another. : 

Lord, ſtrengthen our faith, and awaken 


our attention to the great importance of a 
religious, holy life : 8 others do, 
may we never neglect our duty; but be 


active and diligent in thy ſervice, and run 
joyfully the way of thy commands. 
| Prepare 


LMIGHTY and ever-bleſſed God; 
encouraged by thy goodneſs, we hum 
bly approach thy preſence this evening, to 
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Prepare us for whatever thy will and 
pleaſure is concerning us; ſanctify every 
affliction, and make us wiſer and better by 
all the diſpenſations of thy providence. 


Help us, by thy Spirit, to correct our er- 


rors, to mortify our pride, to regulate our 
paſſions, and to bring our wills to a perfect 


conformity to thine in all things. Thou 
knoweſt beſt what is good and proper for 
us; and to thy pleaſure we would at all 


times reſign ourſelves. 
Give us, we pray thee, a juſt and live- 


ly ſenſe of our dependance upon thee, and 


obligations to thee. May we never live 


like the beaſts that periſh, or like thoſe 
who know not God; but as becometh thy 


ſervants, and the expectants of a glorious 
immortality. Bleſſed be thy name, that life 
and immortality are brought to light by 
the goſpel, and that we are favoured with 


ſo clear a revelation of thy will. Bleſſed 


be thy name for ſending down thy Son to 
fave ſinners: to redeem us from iniquity, 
and to make us zealous of good works. 


Lord, give us wiſdom to embrace the truth 


as it is in Jeſus, to tread in his ſteps, and 


to follow his example, as far as it is poſſible 
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for us to imitate him. Give us, we pray 
thee, a godly ſorrow for our fins, and a 
ſtronger fear of offending thee : give us to 
ſee the deformity of ſin, and the beauty of 
holineſs; the connexion of vice with miſery, 
and of virtue with happineſs. 

Help us to bear upon our minds a conti- 


nual lively ſenſe of our approaching change 


by death, and of that awful day of judg- 
ment in which all men ſhall receive a ſen- 
tence, according to the deeds done in the 
body, that will fix their doom to eternity. 


O! that we may live ſo now, as we ſhall 


then wiſh to have done; that ſo we may 
meet our Judge with Joy, and not with 


Set. 
Gracious God, look in BOY upon our 
weakneſſes and infirmities ; and, through 
the mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, pardon all 
our offences: clothe us with humility, and 


keep us from temptation; guide us by thy 


counſel, and make us wile to ſalvation. 
 Blefsour friends, relations, and acquaint- 
ance; unite us in brotherly love, in charity, 
and good-will to all mankind. Look in 
mercy on all in affliction and trouble; ſup- 
port, relieve, and comfort them. Lord, 
| ſanctify 
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ſanctify all afflictions, and ſpeak peace to 
their ſouls. 

Bleſs thy ſervant our king; give him wiſ- 
dom as an angel of God, and make him the 
happy inſtrument of great good to man- 

Accept of our hearty praiſe for the pre- 
ſent opportunity of worſhipping thee: bleſs 
to us theſe privileges, and enable us, every 


day, to make ſome progreſs in virtue and a 


holy life. Be pleaſed to continue thy good- 


neſs to us this night, and give us ſuch reſt 


and ſleep as thou ſeeſt to be good for us. 
All which we humbly beg in the name of 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord: for him we bleſs 
thee, and by him we aſcribe to thee all 


honour, glory, and praiſe, for ever and ever. 
Amen. | 
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ON EDUCATION. 


ARENTS, maſters, tutors, and guar= 


dians are. intruſted with ſuch dele- 


gated powers as enable them, by precept 
and inſtruction, by example and authority, 
to mould, temper, and bias the minds of 


youth ; and, by the leading-ſtrings of hope 


and fear, to conduct them into the paths and 
habits of virtue, piety, and benevolence, 


till they are able to go alone, and wiſe e- 
nough to chuſe the guardianſhip of almighty 
power and infinite wiſdom. 

Hence it muſt appear, that the great 
degree of wickedneſs, and conſequent N 
we obſerve in the world, doth evidently 
ariſe, not from any deficience in the means 
given us to acquire wiſdom, and rectitude 


of conduct; but from the neglect, or wil- 


ful abuſe and violation, of our ſalutary ad- 
vantages. 


1 
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When the field of the mind is fallowed 
by cuſtom, tilled by education, and ſeeded 
by induſtry, only to pleaſe the eye, and re- 
gale the ſenſe, with the ornamental flowers 
of eloquence, elegance, politeneſs, and ad- 
dreſs; or for the acquiſition of wealth, 
power, or fame; no wonder if noxious 
weeds over-run the foil; and towring pride, 
baneful avarice, ſwelling inſolence, thorny 
hate, and rank luſt corrupt the heart, per- 
vert the judgment, and vitiate every faculty. 
Though nothing is more obvious than the 
weakneſs of human nature; the jejune con- 
ceptions of youth, the follies of puerility, 
and errors of riper years; yet it is hard to 
_ perſuade any of their deficiencies, their 
weakneſſes, dependance, and obligation. 

The pride of man is galled by an im- 
peachment of his wiſdom ; and the force 
of habit, like the power of gravity, con- 
fines him to his own erratic orbit; where 
paſſion accelerates motion, and —_ 
creaſes the bias of obliquity. 

So that, unleſs diſcipline bring the ex- 
creſcences of vanity and folly to the grind- 
ſtone, and the inciſion- knife of ſeverity ſtop 
the cancerous infection of vice very early, 

5 paſſion 
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paſſion will get a-head, become rampant 
and ungovernable, and the mind's fair en- 
cloſure be laid waſte by riot, diſſipation, and 
extravagance. 

Vice not only gives a wrong bias to the 
will, but ſets invention at work to ſtifle 
conviction, and lull conſcience aſleep ; be- 
ing very fertile in expedients of deception, 
falſe colouring, and weak credulity. 

On the contrary, good principles, re- 


duced to early practice, lay the ſureſt foun- 
dation for future felicity. 


Though truths which militate with the 
paſſions are, at firſt, but unwelcome gueſts, 
and rarely obtain a candid and fair heating, 
till the force of reaſon, backed by authority, 
ſubdues their impetuoſity, and diſciplines 


them to good government; yet, when the 


paſſions are duly regulated, like ſteeds tho- 
roughly broken, they give profit, as well 


as pleaſure, to their owners. 


Hope and fear, thoſe two great ſprings 


of human action, how uſefully might they 
be employed by the inſtructors of youth, 


were they always men of the firſt claſs for 
probity and goodneſs, wiſdom and Pietz. 
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ut the ſtrong tide of cuſtom is ſo covered 
with the ſcum of folly, that youth are 
wrecked on the ſhallows of pride, ignorance, 
and infidelity, before they diſcover — 
danger. 

In affairs of ſmall moment, and little 
conſequence, how accurate, judicious, and 
attentive, are men! 
With what preciſion and exactneſs do 
they calculate eclipſes, and compute the 
diſtances and revolutions of heavenly bo- 
dies. 

How aſſiduous are they to obſerve the 
variations of the weather, the phænomena 
of nature, and mutilated veſtiges of Roman 
antiquities! How eagle-eyed in detecting 
a falſe concord, a miſ-nomer, or a word 
wrong ſpelt! 

But in things of everlaſting concern, how 
careleſs, cold, and indifferent! 

What little attention do the inſtructors 
of youth pay to the morals of their pu- 
pils! 

That which moſt concerns them is leaſt 5 
regarded; and what would ſweeten life, 
exalt their nature, and inſure eternal feli- 
City, is either totally neglected, or treated 
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as a ſecondary conſideration, or what may 
as well be acquired at any other ſeaſon of 
life. 

Thus do men act, as if a filial regard to 
the Deity, purity of manners, univerſal 
benevolence, and an inviolable love to truth 


and juſtice, were not of more conſequence 


than languages, polite ſtile, claſſical Know- 
ledge, critical remarks, and oſtentatious e- 
rudition. 


Love to God and love to man are the two 


great hinges on which eternal ſalvation muſt 


turn. They are the only certain conditions 
of man's indefectable felicity and everlaſting 
glory. 

Theſe principles, well cultivated, hedged 
in by fear, defended from the noxious blaſts 
of infidelity and profane company; weeded 
of traſh, vanity, and pride; would take deep 
root in the ſoul, ſpring up, and bear fruit 
for immortality; ſuch fruit as with its fra- 
grance would perfume the court of heaven, 
and add to the pleaſure of myriads of bleſſed 
ſpirits. 

In this viſible world, nature furniſhes the 


rough materials; but elegant and agreeable 


accommodations depend upon a proper exer- 
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tion and {kilful application of thoſe talents 
which are given by the God of nature. So, 
likewiſe, in the moral world, ample means 
are provided for the preſent and future ac- 
commodation, peace, joy, and felicity, of 
the whole race of mankind. But, if in- 
dolence, floth, and negligence take place 
of labour, activity, and vigilance; if exam- 
ple, education, and precept tend more to 
embelliſh the head, and decorate the body, 
than to regulate the paſſions and direct the 
heart; to ſoften, effeminate, and flatter, 
rather than brace the nerve of reſolution to 
dare the ſteep of virtue, and to produce the 
controul of paſſion, forgiveneſs of injuries, 
the victory of the world, the joy of angels, 
and approbation of the Deity; infidelity and 
profaneneſs, rapacity and fraud, ſenſuality 
and debauchery, like a wide-ſpreading de- | 
luge, will moſt aſſuredly confound the na- 
tural rights of men, deface the beauty of 
creation, and lay the dreadful train of its 

total deſtruction. | 
The powers delegated to mankind are 
well ſuited to their fituation and circum- 
ſtances; and are not given for the mean 
purpoſes of low cunning, narrow {ſelfiſh 
gratifi- 
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gratifications, faſtidious pomp, or brutal 
pleaſures; but to be perfective of their 
nature; to ennoble, exalt, and dignify the 
mind of man; and to promote his moſt eſ- 
ſential intereſt, as well as that of all around 
him. 

If youthful minds were but well princi- 
pled with the love of truth, humility, piety, 
and benevolence; the poiſoned ſhafts of a- 
theiſtical wit, the ſpecious arguments of 
deiſtical ſophiſtry, the froth of folly, and 
ſcum of ſenſuality, would be repelled with 
a noble indignation, and the triumph of 
virtue would put vice out of countenance. 


If the true fear and love of God, and 4 


generous univerſal love to mankind, were 
the chief concern, the great and leading 
principles of education; and languages, hi- 
ſtory, arts, and ſciences, were regarded as 
only acceſſory and ſecondary confiderations; 
then this variegated ſcene of things would 
wear a brighter aſpe&, and this large thea- 
tre of the world recover its priſtine beauty 
and excellence. Men would fill up their 
ſtations with propriety, dignity, and uſeful- 
neſs: and angels (if need were) would lend 
their afliſtance to counteract the ſubtle ma- 
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chinations of infidelity, craft, and perfidy 
and, with pleaſure, aid the cauſe of virtue. 
Such is the wiſe conſtitution and order of 
things, that cuſtom, example, and habit, 
like mechanical impulſe, have a propelling - 
force, and puſh, on the active mind of man 
in whatever road he happens to be, though, 
at the ſame time, he ſhould hardly reflect 


upon what he is doing. 


There is ſomething like an elaſtic ſpring 
of motion in the human mind, which 
preſſes to action, with more or leſs ſtrength, 
juſt according to that degree of weight 


which education lays upon it. 


This being indubitably the condition of 


all mankind, as is confirmed by daily ex- 


perience, who but muſt ſee the vaſt im- 
portance of early habits of virtue, religious. 


ſentiments, and good example. 


As the influence of example is much 
ſtronger, and more efficacious, than the dry 
precepts of morality, ſo the beſt and moſt 
perfect characters, that ever appeared in 
the world, ſhould be always in the eye of 
youth ; and eſpecially thoſe we find in ſa- 
cred writ: but, above all, the amiable and 
excellent character of our Lord and Saviour, 


Jeſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt. His obedience to God, his 
meekneſs and humility, his voluntary ſuffer- 
ings and philanthropy, his praying for his 
enemies, and giving himſelf up to the ig- 
nominious and painful death of the croſs to 
fave ſinners, ſhould be the daily ſubje& of 
contemplation. This illuſtrious character 
ſhould be the object of inceſſant love, ve- 
neration, and imitation; the high and con- 
ſtant theme of en ee gratitude, and 
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praiſe. 
As no perſon can be ſuppoſedd an object 
; of divine favour, whoſe temper, by a courſe 


and habit of vice, is the very reverſe of our 

Lord's; fo neither can ſuch a perſon (let his 
pretenſions be what they may) ever truly 
and ſincerely love, venerate, and eſteem a 
virtuous character. 

They may be forced, by conviction, to 
acknowledge its utility and beauty, but can 
never love it. 

It is the nature of diſobedience and in- 
gratitude to conſtitute evil beings. It is the 
contrary practice that meliorates the heart 
to goodneſs, and allimilates it to the divine 
in OE 303 8 eee 41 
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Men may diſpute, and puzzle themſelves 
as long as they pleaſe, about metaphyſical 
ſubtilties; foreknowledge and free-will, ne- 
ceſſity and fate, original fin and depravity 
of human nature: but the ſhort and plain 
queſtion is this; Can we, or can we not, 
by the exertion of our powers, and the uſe 
af the means afforded us, become, in the real 


temper and difpoſition of our minds, hum- 


ble and conſcientious, lovers of truth, chaſte 
in our affections, benevolent to our fellow- 
creatures, and grateful to our Maker? Can 
| we, or can we not, be obedient to his laws, 
faithful in his ſervice, and rich in good 
works? 

That theſe things do not . the 
bounds of man's ability, we may fairly con- 
clude from their being enjoined upon us by 
the wiſeſt and beſt of Beings. Experience 
daily confirms this truth; and no man ever 
yet found himſelf diſappointed in the trial. 
The great difficulty is to change the temper 


of the mind from bad to good, after a long 


courſe of inveterate evil habits, and a laviſh 

ſubjection to the paſſions. 
Yet even this is practicable, as ; thouſands 
have happily experienced, by employing the 
means 
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means in their power, and earneſtly ad- 
dreſſing the throne of grace for all neceſſary 
help and aſſiſtance; no needful aid being 


ever refuſed to the _— penitent, fer- 


vent ſupplicant. 

By exerciſe, the mind; as well as the 
body, acquires ſtrength, agility, and vigor; 
and every act of duty renders the practice 
more eaſy, pleaſant and delightfyl. There 
is that ſweet ſerenity, peace, ſatisfaction, 
and comfort, reſulting from conſcious in- 


tegrity, and fidelity in the ſervice of God, 


that riches and grandeur, ſenſual pleaſure 
and imperial power, know nothing of, 


Fame, titles, opulence, erudition, wit and 


genius, what are they, compared with the 
humble hopes of a real Chriſtian? 


High birth, imperial dignity, extenſive 


knowledge, commanding eloquence, give 


no preference with the Deity. Perſons of 
theſe characters, as well as the {kilful artiſt, 
the unlettered peaſant, and day-labourer, 
vere all made for mutual aid and ſocial 
happineſs. For any thing we know to the 
contrary, thoſe ſeats of glory, now vacated 
by the rebel-angels, may, ere long, be filled 
up by the deſpiſed poor of this world, rich 
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in faith, humble of heart, and obedient * 


their Maker. 


The trappings of earthly vikidoer; that 


dignity, ſplendid titles, rank and power, 
weigh nothing in the OP ſcale of di- 


vine juſtice. 
It is obedience, and not power, that re- 


commends creatures to their Creator; and 


it is a very pernicious error, to imagine 


the Deity is, like ourſelves, fond of domi- 
nation, and pleaſed with crowns and ſcep- 


tres; or that the moſt enlarged underſtand- 
ing, enriched with the whole circle. of 


knowledge, can recommend to his favour. 
All man's abilities, and means of know- 
ledge, wiſdom, and power, are the free 


bounty and liberality of his Maker ; for 


which, grateful obedience, love, and praiſe 
are but juſt and reaſonable returns. | 

It is true, when we have done our beſt, 
we are ſtill but unprofitable ſervants. How- 
ever, that is no excuſe for indolence, pre- 
ſumption, and diſobedience. 

Our obligation to obedience is invariably 
the ſame, and our obedience, through the 


exuberant goodneſs of our Creator, leads to 


peace, ſerenity, and j joy here, and to glory 
and 
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and a bliſsful immortality in heaven. But 
what is there in our duty ſo very irkſome 
and formidable? ſo hard and diſagreeable ? 
What is it that the Lord our God requires 
of us, but to do juſtly, to love mercy, and 
to walk humbly before him? 

Can theſe conditions be called hard? Are 
theſe requirements too much for us? Can 


theſe terms be conſidered as difficult, when 
a compliance with them will obtain the 


divine fayour and eternal life? 

Sure no man in his ſenſes can entertain 
ſo unreaſonable a thought. 

How then ſhall we account for that al- 


moſt univerſal ſpread of irreligion, impiety, 


immorality, and profaneneſs, we ſee in the 
world? 

Is it not owing to ;infdelity; founded on 
a bad education? 

For who that believed the ubiquity of 
God, and his omniſcient eye upon all their 
actions, but would refrain from ſuch things 
as the preſence of a common magiſtrate, 
or even their equals, would effect?! 

Though the moſt religious education will 
not certainly ſecure youth from the crooked 
paths of ſin, becauſe the mind muſt remain 
free 
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free to chuſe or refuſe, yet the benefit and 
advantage thereof is, notwithſtanding, in- 
conceivably great and important. Hereby 
the conſcience is kept tender, fear and hope 
properly employed, good habits early eſta- 
bliſhed, temptation kept at a diſtance, and 
the contagion of evil example avoided : 


reaſon and revelation, at the ſame time, 


conſpiring to recommend virtue, to en- 
lighten their path, and chear their paſſage 
through this world to a glorious immor- 

tality. | 
If only a quarter part of that time and 
pains, which are now uſually ſpent in what is 
called a liberal education, were employed in 
regulating the paſſions, rectifying the judg- 
ment, ſubjugating the will, and mending 
the heart; if the love of truth, juſtice, and 
righteouſneſs, were daily inculcated; and 
the habits of meekneſs, humility, and piety 
once effectually eſtabliſned; youth would 
ſoon taſte the ſweets of virtue, riſe to true 
dignity, fill their allotted ſtation with pro- 
priety, and, when ſummoned, quit this 

world, with ſerenity and joy, for a better. 
It is religion alone that can diſſolve the 
glue of earthly attachments, break the charm 
5 | of 


ON EDUCATION. 79 
of faſcinating. pleaſure, and manumit the 
foul from paffion's galling chain. 

It is religion alone that points out to man 
his true and permanent bliſs, and furniſhes 
him with the means of attaining it. 

Actuated by her divine principles, man 
riſes above the world, thirſts for glory, and 


pants for immortality. Though the daily 
wrecks of folly and vice, that float upon. 


the current of time, ſufficiently indicate to 
inexperienced youth the danger of liſtening 
to the ſiren Pleaſure's inchanting voice; yet, 
ſuch is the force of example, cuſtom, and 
numbers, and the importunity of indulged 


paſſions, that the remonſtrances of reaſon, - 


if not backed with authority, make little 


or no impreſſion, and are ſoon drowned in 


the ſtrong tide of oppoſition, and clamorous 
din of the giddy multitude. 


Were the tutors of youth but as eminent 
for real undiſſembled piety, humility, and 


a generous concern for the eternal welfare 
of mankind, as they are for claffical learn- 
ing, critical ſkill, and ſcientific knowledge, 
the oracles of truth would be more regarded, 


better underſtood, and more emphatically 


recommended. Inſtructors of youth would 
then 
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then watch all opportunities, and avail 
themſelves of the moſt favourable circum- 
ſtances, of time and place, to convey truth 
and wiſdom into the minds of their pupils. 
In the flowery ſeaſon and ſpring of 
life, when the active ſpirits of innocent 


youth vibrate reſponſive harmony to the 


orcheſtra of nature, how eaſy and delight- 
ful would it be to engage their attention to 
the ſweet concert of the groves! where the 
feathered quireſters chant their ſprightly 
deſcants, unemulous of praiſe; ſoothing the 
brow of care, and giving freſh ſpirits to the 
labouring hind. How proper would it be 
to engage their attention to the revolving 
ſeaſons, to the ſweet viciſſitude of day and 
night, to the benign vivifying influence of 
the glorious planet of the day, to the glow- 
ing concave of the nocturnal dome, where 
millions of viſible worlds invite the eye, 
and fill the mind with pleaſing wonder and 
delightful aſtoniſhment! 

As youthful minds affect variety, and are 
ſtruck with grand and lofty ſubjects, lead 
them (when ſable night has thrown her 
cypreſs mantle over half the globe) to ſur- 
vey the ample canopy of the ſtarry heavens, 

fretted 
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fretted with golden fires. Give them ocu- 


lar demonſtration of the magnificence and 


immenſity of the Creator's works; the glory 
of his power, and ſublimity of his great- 
neſs. Kindle, at the ſtars, ſuch a flame 
of gratitude and praiſe as ſhall fill their 


tender minds with devout aſpirations, and 


a 4 glowing ardour to emulate, in obedience 


and love, the angels in heaven, and ſpirits 


of juſt men made perfect. Let theſe ce- 


leſtial fires, theſe numberleſs lamps of night, 


which adorn the blue etherial dome, and 


light the curious eye to the court of hea- 


ven's eternal Sovereign, be the frequent 
ſubje&t of contemplation; not for amuſe- 


ment, or vain ſpeculation ; not for diſpute, 


or wild excurſions of fancy; but for ſuch 


wiſe and good ends as will improve the 


underſtanding, exalt the affections, invigo- 


rate faith, and annihilate infidelity. 

At other ſeaſons, when winter's hoary 
reign, with chilling froſt, arreſts the flow- 
ing ſtream, and paves its glaſſy ſurface with 
almoſt marble hardneſs; when, ſtripped of 
ſummer's pride, the leafleſs foreſt, the fal- 
low field, the bleak hills, and empty val- 
lies, . wear no, other covering than a ſheet 
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of ſnow; then diverſify inſtruction; plead 
the cauſe of the poor and indigent, the fa- 
therleſs and widow, the oppreſſed and per- 
ſecuted; till humanity ſhall melt with ten- 
derneſs, and a generous ſympathy dilate 
the tender breaſt to ſentiments of ſocial af- 
fection, benevolence, and love. 

When herald winds proclaim the winter 
gone; when they ſound a retreat to ſhades of 
dreary form, ſweep clear the wide horizon, 
and ſummon nature to her feſtive bower ; 

When vernal ſhowers ſoften the glebe, 
and gently uſher in the blooming ſpring ; 
When the all-animating ſun renovates 
the face of nature with his genial rays, 
crowning the ſummer with a profuſion of 
beauty and plenty; when the teeming earth, 
prolific water, and ambient air, pour out, 
from inexhauſtible ſources, rich abundance, 
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for the ſuſtenance, health, delight and plea- 


ſure, of man and beaſt: 
Then point out to youth the 1 chain 


of evidence here exhibited by the hand of 


Providence, to bind the ſoul to God, and 
draw us to our duty. 

So far as philoſophy can penetrate, un- 
fold the ſecret ſprings of nature's operations; 


the 


3 
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the wonderful properties of air, its com- 
preſſive and expanſive power; how admira- 
bly contrived for the ſervice of man, as the 
medium of light and ſound; how affected 
by heat and cold; how ſoft and pleaſing in 
the favonian gale! how ſtrong and turbu- 
lent in the raging ſtorm! how the fleecy 
clouds ſail upon its wings, and the fea- 
thered ſongſters neſtle in its boſom! 

How ſocial commerce, by its horizontal 
direction, ploughs through the trackleſs 
deep, and circumſcribes the globe! 

Give them a ſight of the internal frame, 
and curious mechaniſm of the human body; 
and, if they can, let them deny the wiſdom, 
power, and goodneſs, which made it. 

In ſhort, there is nothing in all the pro- 
ductions of nature, but what a curious eye 
might contemplate with growing pleaſure, 
till the curtain of death ſtop the enquiry. 


Convince their minds, by the faithful 


hiſtoric page, that, through every age of 
the world, righteouſneſs never failed to exalt 
a people; | 

That proſperity, peace, and happineſs, 
are the genuine effects of temperance, fide- 


0 and induſtry; * 
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That unaffected piety, benevolence, and 
charity, humility, veracity, and gratitude, 
always produce inward peace, ſerenity, and 
joy; 

That all the illuſtrious characters which 
adorn the annals of antiquity, have virtue, 
real or apparent, for the baſis of that eſteem, 
admiration, and love, which embalm their 
memories, and tranſmit their names with 
honour to poſterity. The ſuffrages even of 
the worſt of men are given in favour of vir- 
tue. Paraſites, ſycophants, and all the tribe 


of flatterers, ſteal from this royal mint the 


leaf-gold with which they gild deformity, 
and varniſh deeds of execration: otherwiſe, 
tyrants, aſſaſſins, and robbers, could never 
paſs for gods, heroes, and patriots. 

Let youth be inſtructed that impiety, 
debauchery, fraud, covetouſneſs, pride, and 


injuſtice, poiſon the political conſtitution, 


and never fail to deſtroy the internal peace, 
proſperity, and happineſs of a people, in 
proportion to their prevalence and ſpread. 
Give all their paſſions their proper objects 

of employment. 
Let every degree of goodneſs engage their 
love, aſcending the ſcale to the ſummit of 
all 
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all perfection. Strip vice of its diſguiſe, 
and preſent it to view, in all its native de- 
formity, as the proper object of deteſtation 
and hate. Plume the cherub hope with 
wings of faith and reaſon, to mount the ſky, 


and baſk in the ſun-ſhine of 1 


glory. 


Let fear operate with all its force, to 


guard its charge from every danger; but 
eſpecially from pride, ſenſuality, and covet- 
ouſneſs, thoſe formidable allies of the power 
of darkneſs. Fear, well directed, like the 
faithful compaſs, will point the path of ſafe- 
ty, and ſteer the docile voyager, through 
ſurrounding dangers, to his deſtined port. 
As the ſtudy of the globes is eaſy and enter- 
taining, tends to enlarge the mind, inform 
the judgment, and enrich the underſtand- 
ing; That might be introduced, as a mental 
repaſt, a ſalutary exerciſe, and delightful 
recreation. To which forget not to ſub- 
join this uſe of the globes, That the ſtarry 
heavens and terraqueous globe, with all 
their wonderful apparatus, may be con- 
ſidered as one vaſt piece of compleat me- 


chaniſm, conſtructed by divine ſkill, to ad- 
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miniſter delight and happineſs to his crea- 

tures: on whoſe gratitude it depends ta 

enjoy the moſt exquiſite pleaſnre, from ten 

x thouſand ſprings of harmony, ever tuned 

| to melody, in this grand organized com- 

37 poſition. 

Theſe are all perennial ſources of pure 

'' delight and pleaſing entertainment. 

They lay no oppreſſive burthen upon ju- 
venile ſpirits, nor furniſh matter for pain- 
ful reflection and miſerable diſappointment. 
As raſh judgment is incident to inex- 
perienced youth, ſo great care ought to be 
taken to prevent their imagining, with regard 
to the evils which abound in the world, 
that it is inconſiſtent with infinite good- 
neſs and perfect wiſdom to permit them. 
If pain and trouble, temptation and trial, 
had no exiſtence in the world, how would 
the virtues of patience and ſubmiſſion, filial 
obedience, fidelity, and charity, ever be 
acquired or known? And if on the due 
exerciſe and growth of theſe, depends the 

moral character, which is the beauty and 
excellence of free agents, what good man 
but muſt not only approve, but even rejoice 

2 at, 
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at, the preſent conſtitution of things! If 


there was no trial, where would be obe- 
dience? If no obedience, where would be 
government ? 

Beſides, let men but fairly examine, and 


trace the calamities of life to their ſpring- 


head, and they will ſoon find that the great 
ſource of human miſery is from themſelves; 
from pride and rebellion ; from the abuſe 
of liberty, and diſobedience to the righteous 
laws of heaven. 

If what we call natural evils tend to 


check vice, reſtrain inordinate paſſion, and 
facilitate right conduct, then thanks, and 
not complaints, are the propereſt returns 


to him by whoſe appointment they exiit. 


We are now but in the firſt ſtage of exiſt- 
ence, candidates for glory, and probationers 


for eternity; ſtewards entruſted with various 
and excellent talents, for wiſe and good 
purpoſes. If we be faithful, endleſs felicity 
awaits us; but if diſobedient and incorrigi- 
ble, exciſion, lamentation, and death. 

In our preſent ſtate, there are certain blanks 
and deficiencies of happineſs, left, probably, 
on purpoſe to be filled up and ſupplied by 
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the ſeveral members of ſociety; that, by a 


circulation of kind offices, their tempers 


might be ſweetened, their affections united, 


and their virtues improved into ſome degree 
of reſemblance to the great Parent of all, in 
benevolence and goodneſs. 

After all, great care ſhould be taken that 
the improvements of youth in knowledge, 
do not puff them up with pride, that mil- 
dew of all the blooming hopes of education. 


One drop of that corroſive contaminating 


venom, if not expelled from the heart, will 


ſpread like a gangrene, and blaſt the moſt 


promiſing expectations. 


As pride ſaps the foundation of virtue, 
conſtant care, vigilance, and ſkill are required 
to prevent its taking root in the mind, and 


to counteract its pernicious influence. 
Bend youthful minds to activity, labour, 


and induſtry: Jet no buſineſs, no uſeful em- 
ployment, appear degrading. Make them 


turn their hands to every uſeful occupation 
that comes in their way; and perſuade them 
not to think themſelves hurt by becoming 
ſervants to ſervants. Though this is a doc- 
trine of hard digeſtion to ſuch as value 


them- 
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themſelves on account of blood and titles, 
riches and honors; yet, notwithſtanding, it 
is ſound and wholeſome advice. No man 
ever found himſelf the worſe for cultivating 
in his mind true and unaffected humi- 
lity. 

But a vain ſupercilious behaviour, an af- 
fectation of ſuperiority, an oſtentatious pa- 
rade of knowledge, learning, and ability, 
a contempt of the poor, illiterate, and igno- 
rant, not only betray a narrow mind, and 
ſhallow underſtanding, but even defeat ſuch 
perſons of the very point in view; mortifi- 
cation, vexation, and diſappointment being 
their common attendants. 

When once the ſerpent's egg of pride is 
hatched in the human boſom, foſtered by 
ſelf-love, and invigorated by flattery ; it in- 
ſinuates itſelf into every action, and poiſons 
all the ſprings of conſolation which flow 
through the vale of life. Pirate like, pride 
wears falſe colours; but when unmaſked, 
it appears treacherous, obſtinate, inſolent, 
and cruel; an object of general hate, and 
univerſal deteſtation. 

As but few will faithfully examine their 
own hearts, or ſuſpect themſelves of har- 


bouring 
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bouring ſo bad an inmate; ſo it is no won- 
der that blind partiality ſhould tinge the 
medium of mental viſion with its own ob- 


ſcurity, and repreſent whatever belongs to 


ſelf as eſſential to its own happineſs. 


It would be.well for youth, if the heads 


of colleges, and ſeminaries of learning, were 


free from this pernicious vice; and held 
forth their lights upon the everlaſting pil- 
lars of wiſdom, goodneſs, and humility. 


But the lettered ſages have their highways 


of deception, as well as others: and too 


often follow one another, in the ſame com- 
mon track of error, till preſcription, great 
names, ſubtle diſtinctions, and ſiniſter views, 
conſecrate the beaten path, and give licence 


to blind credulity. They eaſily flide into 


vanity, by contemplating their own ſuperio- 
rity over the unlettered and lower claſs of 
mankind; and are in great danger of for- 


getting that all their boaſted knowledge is 


derived from others, and will be an ever- 
laſting brand of infamy upon their names, 


and vipers ſtings in their breaſts, if their 


moral characters receive no real ae 
thereby. 


Avidity 
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Avidity for fame and riches, emulation 
for power and glory, may ſharpen the wit, 
burniſh the intellect, and impel to ſhining 
and heroic deeds : but it is virtue, the love 
of God, and the love of man, that alone 
can ſtamp upon them any intrinſic value; 
without which all is nothing but a ſun- 
beam in the clouds, a ſplendid dai or 
tranſient bubble. 

As the hopes of a true Chriſtian are not 
chimerical, but founded in the cleareſt rea- 
ſon, and lead to immortal glory; ſo his 
faith is not a blind enthufiaſtic guide, or a 
dead inactive principle, but a rational, in- 
fluential, and operative one. Human creeds, 
ſyſtematic divinity, prieſtly domination, ec- 
cleſiaſtical cenſures, pennances, and anathe- 
mas, are bold uſurpations on the freedom 
and natural rights of mankind, as well as 
on the authority of ſacred writ; and mani- 
feſtly tend, to enſlave the conſcience, and 
darken the underſtanding. | 

Were the lumber of vain commentators, 
and the venerable duſt of antiquity, but fairly 
removed; and the painted windows of ſuper- 
9 taken away, for the pure light of 
heaven 
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heaven to be admitted into all churches, 
honeſt and upright minds would find no 
great difficulty, in coming at the know- 
ledge of the divine will, as revealed in the 


ſacred book. 


Education ſhapes the mind. 


As the deep channel guides the winding ftream : 
As well, till'd grounds with copious harveſt teem : 
As art the tender ſapling bids to grow: 

As winds 1mpel the liquid waves to flow: 
So ductile youth, inſtruction's ſtamp obey, 
Grow good, or bad, as tutors lead the way. 
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ON. GOODNESS. 


OODNESS is the foundation-ſtone of 
creation, the primum mobile of the 
univerſe, the elaſtic ſpring of motion, the 
ſeminal principle of animation, and the in- 
exhauſtible ſource of all felicity. Angels, 


principalities, and powers, as well as man 


and all ſubordinate beings, derive their 
exiſtence, and every degree of EE, 
from this divine principle. 

How adorable, then, is that Being, whoſe 
nature is goodneſs itſelf ! how ineffable his 


name! how glorious his power! how ſtu- 


pendous his greatneſs! how munificent his 
bounty ! and how aſtoniſhing his conde- 


ſcenſion, in uniting into one family, all 


created intelligences, in heaven and on 
earth! Himſelf, their common parent, il- 
luminating all with the ſame celeſtial ray 
of reaſon; and thereby .pointing out their 
duty, both to himſelf and to one another : 


diverſifying his gifts for mutual aid, ſocial 


connections, friendly offices, and virtuous 


improvements. 


And 
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And when, through ſeduction, the loweſt 
order fell from their allegiance, forfeited 
their title to being, and incurred the divine 
diſpleaſure, mercy interpoſed, and eaſy terms 
of reconciliation were made known to man : 
which (at that period of time, when mental 
darkneſs had enveloped the whole world) 
were enforced by a meſſenger from heaven, 
whoſe philanthropy to man reconciled him 
to the loweſt offices of humanity ; to ſcorn, 
reproach, and indigence; to the inſolence 
of power, the rage of bigots, and malice of 
hypocrites. 

To ſtrike pride dumb, and enforce the 
doctrines of obedience and humility, though 
Lord of all, he became ſervant to all, nor 
ſhunned to ſeal the truth of his divine miſ- 
ſion with his blood. For, to reſtore lapſed 
man to rectitude and eternal life, he freely 
gave himſelf up to the infamous and ex- 
cruciating death of the croſs. 

If we are not quite loſt to the feelings of 
humanity, generoſity, and goodneſs, and ab- 
ſorpt in ſelfiſhneſs, pride, and darkneſs; 
ſure, ſuch amazing condeſcenſion, ſuch un- 
exampled benevolence, ſuch wonderful be- 
nignity, and ſuch arduous love, muſt awaken 

our 
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our attention, attract our affections, melt 
us to gratitude, and impreſs the ſtamp of 
divinity upon our hearts. 

With what filial awe and reverence ! with 
what humility, love, and gratitude ! with 
what joy, delight, and pleaſure, ſhould we 
approach the preſence of his Father, and 
our Father, of his God, and our God, to 
celebrate his praiſe, to adore his majeſty, 
and to worſhip before him! O! that his 


goodneſs may be the exalted theme of our 


inceſſant gratulations, the high object of our 
continual admiration, and the firm founda- 
tion of our faith, obedience, and love ! 

Though underived, difintereſted, abſolute 
goodneſs, is the ſole prerogative of the 
Deity ; yet, as the ſolar rays are reflected 
by bodies well poliſhed, fo are the emana- 


tions of divine goodneſs by minds which 


are well tempered by religious obedience, 
active virtue, and rational conduct. 
Goodneſs of heart is man's beſt treaſure, 
his brighteſt honour, and wiſeſt acquiſition. 
It is a ray of divinity that dignifies hu- 
manity, attracts admiration, and aſſimilates, 
in ſome degree, the creature to its Creator. 


Like 
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Like pure gold, it is of univerſal eſtima- 
tion, and, like that, liable to be counter- 
feited. 

It is of too high an original to be ranked 
with inſtin&, or the animal paſſions. 

If good and evil diſpoſitions were, like 
maternal affection, the ſpontaneous produc- 


tion of intelligent natures ; then, the com- 


plexion of our minds, would be as indepen- 
dent of our wills, as that of our bodies; 
and according to the ſtrength and vigor of 
our original, derived, propenſities, ſo would 
be their reſpective tendencies and. effects. 
Beſides, were that the true ſtate of man- 
kind, what foundation could then be found, 
in the nature of things, for cenſure or ap- 
plauſe, ſelf-approbation or ſelf-condemna- 
tion, rewards or puniſhments? and conſe- 
quently, for any tribunal of juſtice, either 
in the preſent or future world ? 185 

In all created intelligences, goodneſs of 
heart ſeems to be the effect of free uncon- 
ſtrained obedience to the great Parent of 
the univerſe. The beſt ſeaſon, therefore, 


for men to acquire this diſpoſition is, when 


they are young; when health, peace, and 
plenty, ſmile around them; and i ingenuous 
2 love, 
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love, kindled by gratitude, prompts them 
to obedience; before vice warps the will, 
and the ſtings of diſappointment four the 
mind, and contract the affections. 

Then, let them attend to the divine will, 


and exerciſe themſelves in the duties of 


piety and benevolence. Let them then, 
try to check, control, and regulate their 
paſſions; humbly imploring the aid and 
aſſiſtance of the Almighty, who giveth li- 
berally, and upbraideth not; and be aſſured 
they will find no cauſe to repent, but ever 


more to rejoice. If the greateſt ſacrifice we 


can poſſibly make to our heavenly Father, 
by way of grateful acknowledgment for all 
his goodneſs to us, is no more than a pep- 
per- corn tenure to an eſtate; how can we 


think of devoting the beſt of our days to the 


ratification of paſſion and appetite, and of 


poſtponing the duties of religion, till a de- 
crepid old age, or till ſickneſs, affliction, or 
ſome public or private calamity rouze us 


from our ſtupidity, and alarm us with danger: 
If we would not ſleep upon the brink of a 
precipice, nor think ourſelves ſaſe in a peſt- 
houſe, let us not try to deceive ourſelves 
with excuſes, ſubtle inventions, fallacious 


H appear- 
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appearances, and artful colourings. The 
truth of things will ever remain invariably 
the ſame, let us think, or ſay, what we will. 

The practice of virtue, piety to God, and 
benevolence to man, ever did, and ever will, 
meliorate the heart, ſweeten the temper, re- 
gulate the paſſions, and harmonize all the 
powers and faculties of the ſoul. 

On the contrary, vice, profaneneſs, and 
immorality corrupt the heart, deform the 
temper, inflame the paſſions, and contract 
the affections; terminating every defire in 
ſelfiſh gratification, animal pleaſure, domi- 
nation, froth, and noiſe. As the improve- 
ment of the mind is as much our proper 
buſineſs, as the cultivation of our lands, fo 
it is equally as abſurd to expect good diſpoſi- 
tions in the heart, without due care, pains, 
and diligence, as it is to look for a plenti- 
ful harveſt, where no huſbandry has been 
employed. 

And to attribute the ſucceſs of either to 
any merit in ourſelves is alike ungrateful, 
and prepoſterous; all the powers both of 
our minds and bodies, as well as the effects 
of their right application, proceeding from 
the free bounty and goodneſs of our Maker. 

As 
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As the nature of goodneſs implies liberty 
and choice, and liberty and choice can never 
ſubſiſt with compulſion and reſtraint; ſo it 
appears impotiible to conceive of any ſitua- 
tion better calculated for man's higheſt im- 


provement in the divine temper of goodneſs, 
than that in which we ſee him placed by 


his Creator. 
Man's infantile weakneſs and indigence 

plainly demonſtrate his dependence and ob- 

ligation; and neceſſarily throw him upon 


thoſe connected with him, for all needful 


help and aſſiſtance: by which means, a ſub- 


ſtantial foundation is laid for humility, obe- 
dience, and love, which being once well 


eſtabliſhed in the minds of youth, the tran- 


ſition to divine love, obedience, and righteouſ- 


neſs is eaſy and natural. 
Terror and judgment, daily exerciſed, 


might drive us from evil actions, but would 


never incline us to good ones. 


The viſible appearance of angels amongſt 


us might cure us of infidelity, and over owe 
us to external acts of juſtice, righteouſneſs, 
and truth; and ſo long as their penetrating 
eyes watched all our motions, we might be 
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reſtrained from evil actions, and compelled 
to innocent ones: 6 

But where would be that beauty of cha- 
racter which now reſults from nat and 
freedom of conduct? 

Where ſhould we then find fach a fund 
of future pleaſure as the virtuous man, by his 
ſtruggles through difficulties, in obedience 
to heaven, is now laying up for eternity? 

The paſſions of hope and fear were kind- 
ly given us by God: and, when they are 
wiſely directed by thoſe who have the care 
of our education and inſtruction, are like 
leading-ſtrings to keep us from falling, and 
to guide us right. But they never were in- 
tended always to compel us to a ſteady per- 

ſeverance in right action. However, they 
greatly facilitate the repetition of good ac- 
tions; and frequent repetition, we very well 
know, eſtabliſhes habits; and habits operate 
like moulds upon nature, ſtamping mens 
characters indelibly good or bad. 

So that moral beauty and moral deformi- 

ty ſeem to be the mintage of liberty, in the 

mould of habit: reiterated action, with ac- 
cumulated weight, ſtamping the moral dye 
for eternity. uh | 


As 
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As this opinion neither claſhes with hu- 
man reaſon, nor militates with any thing in 
ſacred writ ; fo, in this view of human na- 
ture, the mind labours under no difficulties 


concerning original fin, and moral turpitude, 


derived from our firſt parents : but, being 
freed from errors, grown venerable by time, 
and hallowed by cuſtom, ſhe exerts her na- 
tive freedom againſt all human creeds ; the 
encroachments of fiery bigots and eccle- 


ſiaſtical tyranny, While we hold the lamp 


of the goſpel in one hand, and that of rea- 


{on in the other, mental darkneſs, ſuperſti- 


tion, and error flee away, like ſhadows be- 
fore the ſun. As the tree 1s known by its 
fruit, ſo a free and voluntary practice of 


moral goodneſs is the beſt teſtimony we 


can give, of our being in the number of 
thoſe who, through faith, ſhall inherit the 
promiſes. els 
Whatever doubts ſome may entertain con- 
cerning the univerſality of the divine be- 
nignity, when they think of their own un- 
happineſs, and that of ſo many in the world ; 


I muſt own, fo clear, perſuaſive, and ſtrong, 


1s the evidence of God's goodneſs to me, 
that, if an angel from heaven were to 
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tell me the contrary, I could not believe 
him. 

A thouſand proofs, from daily experience, 
ſtrike the root of conviction too deep to ad- 
mit of any doubt. | 

A miraculous declaration, might ftartle 
and ſurpriſe, but could never make me be- 
lieve white is black. 

At the ſame time, truth demands this 
acknowledgment; that had I not been re- 
ligiouſly educated, and my way hedged in 
with fear, I ſhould probably have ſwum 
with the tide, and ſplit upon the ſame rocks 
of infidelity, vice, and folly which ſhip- 
wreck ſo many of my fellow-creatures. 

Would to God all mankind enjoyed the 
ſame advantages; and that a pious educa- 
tion were more regarded! But who can 
men blame but themſelves? Are not the 
means already put into their hands? And 
does not the bleſſing of heaven only wait 
the proper uſe and application of theſe 
means ? 

What could diſcover more equity, im- 
partiality, and goodneſs in the Creator, than 
making all mankind of one blood, one fa- 

mily, and one Intereſt? He hath, thereby, 
| A bound 
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F 
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bound them together, in the cloſeſt union 
of affection and love; giving them, beſides 
the common light of reaſon, miraculous diſ- 
coveries of his will, and rules of conduc, 
perfective of their happineſs here and here- 
after; which rules are ſecured by ſuch 


ſtrong ſanctions as (if they were ſuffered to 


operate with all their force, and were not 
enervated by a trifling education) would 
almoſt compel men to the practice and 


love of truth, righteouſneſs, and good- 


neſs; which conſtitute the very complexion 
of happy beings, and the direct road to 
everlaſting glory. 

But what can be ſaid for ſuch men, who, 


feeling themſelves in poſſeſſion of liberty 
and power, act the part of devils by each 


other; flattering, deceiving, cheating, over- 
reaching, debauching, corrupting, traducing, 


_ enſlaving, oppreſſing and ruining one ano- 


ther, to ſuch a degree as might be enough 
to kindle the 1 of ſhame, even in the 
grand ſeducer himſelf. 

Will ſuch men think to exculpate their 
enormities, by the ſtale pleas of natural pro- 
penſity, violent paſſions, miſtaken princi- 
Ples, ſelf-intereſt, or irreſiſtible fate; and 
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ſo charge their conſequent unhappineſs to 
the account of their Creator ? 
Here let humanity drop a tear, and chriſ- 


tian pity commiſerate their dreadful ſtate. 


As in vegetable and animal productions, 
the ſlow and gradual expanſion of the firſt 
rudiments of exiſtence are too minute, even for 
the aſſiſted eye; ſo the latent ſprings of action 
lie too deep for man's inveſtigation : and 
the gradual progreſſion of virtue or vice in 
the mind, under the operation and influence 
of various diſſimliar motives, eludes the 
moſt penetrating obſervations, though aided 
by the collected rays of improved philoſo- 


Phy, and poliſhed erudition. However, of 


this we may be very certain, that a good or 
bad diſpoſition of heart depends upon 2 
right or wrong uſe of thoſe means put into 
our hands by the great author of nature, 
whether we can diſcover the whole proceſs 
and manner of operation or not. 

If no uſeful art can be attained without 
application, attention, and diligence ; how 
can we think, that the nobleſt acquiſition, | 
that of moral goodneſs, ſhould be ſtumbled 
ppon by ſloth, lazineſs and idleneſs ? 
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That which challenges our beſt efforts, 
and ſhould be the grand object in education, 
and the firſt concern in life, is indeed moſt 
ſadly neglected. _ 

And to this neglect we may, I think, 


juſtly and fairly, impute that inundation of 


vice, and its attendant miſery, which over- 
ſpreads the world. 

Minds imbued with goodneſs are celeſtial 
lamps in earthen veſſels, lighted up, for 
eternity; or like diamonds of the firſt wa- 


ter, which though found in clay, rival the 
ſtars in luſtre. 
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THis WORLD is but Man's DRESSING= 
ROOM for ETERNITY, 


T is now near fix thouſand years, ſince 


this grand theatre of the world was made 
by that divine Being who inhabiteth eter- 
nity. ; 

By his command it was richly furniſhed 
and fitted up for the reception and accom- 
modation of his creature man; an intelli- 
gent, moral agent, and conſequently, free to 
chuſe or to refuſe the bleſſings deſigned for 
him, after a ſhort courſe of fidelity * 
grateful obedience. 


Veſted with ample powers, the whole ter- 


raqueous globe was put in ſubjection under 
him; and the light of reaſon pointed out 
his moral, as clearly as the great luminary 
of the world, his vifible path. 


But as the ſun draws forth noxious 


vapours from luxuriant, uncultivated, 
grounds ſo where the culture of the mind 
Is neglected, or ill huſbanded, the intellec- 

tual 


. = 
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tual ray does but foſter and invigorate the 
traſh of folly, and rank weeds of vice. 

Thus pride, ſelfiſhneſs, ingratitude, and 
rebellion, thoſe cloudy exhalations of un- 
improved nature, obſcure the mind's hori- 
Zzon, and give paſſion a wider range. 

As neither priority nor ſuperiority entitle 
any created being to preference with the 
Deity, his free goodneſs being the only 
ſource of all excellence; ſo, in whatever 
period of time angels and men began to 
exiſt, he only will meet with the approba- 
tion of his Maker, who regulates his con- 
duct by the divine will, and faithfully 
obeys his commands; whether diſcernable 
by the light of nature, or by the extraordi- 
nary means of revelation. 

Hereby we learn that it is his will that 
all his creatures ſhould be humble, con- 
deſcending, and kind to one another; and, 
by a circulation of friendly offices, and be- 
nevolent actions, promote the welfare, proſ- 
perity, and happineſs of all around them: 
thus laying a ſolid foundation for grateful 

affection, love, and joy, through the endleſs 
ages of exrnitys 


Hence 
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Hence we ſee the propriety and wiſe con- 
ſtitution of our preſent ſtate of imperfection 
and dependance, and that this chequered 
ſcene of things naturally tends to conciliate 
affection, and to ſpread harmony eue 
the univerſe. 

When, from this little ſpeck of man's 
exiſtence, from this clay- built habitation of 
mortality, the contemplative mind looks 
out upon the material, vegetable, and ani- 
mal world; obſerves their various uſes, con- 
nexions, and dependences; what diverſity, 
beauty, and harmony, run through the 
whole; how time changes, deſtroys, and 
renovates the face of things; what ſimila- 
rity, without ſameneſs; what uniformity, 
without repetition; what variety, without 
confuſion; how natural is it, to adopt the 
Pſalmiſt's exultation, and cry out, * How 


wonderful are thy works, O Lord! in 


«© wiſdom haſt thou made them all!“ 
But when the mind contemplates its own 
exiſtence, its powers of action, its ſituation, 


rank, and pre-eminence; and that this world 


is only the veſtibule, or tiring-room for - 
eternity : that all who ſhall live by faith in 
Chriſt, ſhall be introduced to indefectible 


felicity, 


MAN'S DRESSING-ROOM. 100 


felicity, never-tading glory, honour, and im- 
mortality; whilſt the diſobedient and un- 
faithful ſervant, the proud ſcoffer, the ſelfiſh 
ſenſualiſt, the falſe hypocrite, and aban— 
doned libertine ſhall moſt aſſuredly be ba- 
niſned from the divine preſence, and from 
the glory of his power for ever; how 
important, how intereſting is this view! 
How animating and glorious on the one 
hand! How tremendous and awful on the 
other! e | 
Shall, then, the momentary pleaſures of 
ſenſe, the tinſel-trappings of an hour, the 
evaneſcent ſparks of worldly honours, or the 
noxious breath of adulation turn the ſcale 
againſt the ſolid weight of immortal joy, 
permanent bliis, and inconceivable glory ? 
Shall the frenzy of diſtempered imagina- 
tion, the falſe colourings of conceited infi- 
dels, the ſophiſtry of lettered miſanthropes, 
or the intoxicating cup of polluted plea- 
ſure tempt the ſoul from its rock of ſafety, 
from the radiant paths of truth, from her 
beſt guide the ſacred ſcriptures, that rich 
treaſury for all moral indigence? O! never, 
never, never. 
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Hence we ſee the propriety and wiſe con- 
ſtitution of our preſent ſtate of imperfection 
and dependance, and that this chequered 
ſcene of things naturally tends to conciliate 
affection, and to ſpread OE ene 
the univerſe. 

When, from this little ſpeck of man's 
exiſtence, from this clay- built habitation of 
mortality, the contemplative mind looks 


out upon the material, vegetable, and ani- 


mal world; obſerves their various uſes, con- 
nexions, and dependences; what diverſity, 
beauty, and harmony, run through the 


whole; how time changes, deſtroys, and 


renovates the face of things; what ſimila- 


rity, without ſameneſs; what uniformity, 


without repetition-; what variety, without 
confuſion ; how natural is it, to adopt the 
Pſalmiſt's exultation, and cry out, How 
« wonderful are thy works, O Lord! in 
«© wiſdom haſt thou made them all!“ 

But when the mind contemplates its own 
exiſtence, its powers of action, its ſituation, 
rank, and pre-eminence; and that this world 


is only the veſtibule, or tiring-room for - 


eternity : that all who ſhall live by faith in 
Chriſt, ſhall be introduced to indefectible 


felicity, 


ack 
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flichty; never-tading glory, honour, and im- 
mortality; whilſt the diſobedient and un- 
faithful ſervant, the proud ſcoffer, the ſelfiſh 
ſenſualiſt, the falſe hypocrite, and aban= 
doned libertine ſhall moſt aſſuredly be ba- 
niſhed from the divine preſence, and from 
the glory of his power for ever; how 
important, how intereſting is this view! 
How animating and glorious on the one 
hand! How tremendous and awful on the 
other! ET 


Shall, then, the momentary pleaſures of 


ſenſe, the tinſel-trappings of an hour, the 
evaneſcent ſparks of worldly honours, or the 
noxious breath of adulation turn the ſcale 
againſt the ſolid weight of immortal joy, 
permanent bliſs, and inconceivable glory ? 
Shall the frenzy of diſtempered imagina- 
tion, the falſe colourings of conceited infi- 
dels, the ſophiſtry of lettered miſanthropes, 
or the intoxicating cup of polluted plea- 
ſure tempt the ſoul from its rock of ſafety, 
from the radiant paths of truth, from her 
beſt guide the ſacred ſcriptures, that rich 


_ treaſury for all moral indigence? O never, 


never, never. 
On 
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On the contrary, may all the delights of 
ſenſe, all the refinements of taſte, all the 
delicacies of the epic ure, all the blandiſh- 
ments of life, and higheſt honours of the 
world fink into contempt, before the in- 
eſtimable object of my ambition, the favour 
of my Maker. 

Bleſſed be his name for all the means, 
motives, and encouragements hereto ; for 
fear, as well as hope; for affliction, as well 
as proſperity; for what he denies, as well 
as for what he gives to quicken me to duty, 
and guard me from danger. 
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ON HUMILITY. 


W HEN the ballaſt of humility keeps 

the mind ſteady, the gales of proſ- 
perity ſwell the fails of gratitude, accelerate 
the virtues of humanity, and inſure the 
voyage of life. 

Humility, like noble birth, riſes by de- 
ſcent. 

It improves by exerciſe, ſoftens the 
rigour of juſtice, and relaxes the nerve of 
oppreſſion. | | | 

It perfumes the vale of life, ſweetens cor- 
roding care, conciliates affection, heals ani- 
moſities, and affords the ſafeſt ſhelter from 


the ſtorms of turbulent paſſion. 


It is the balm of ſtrife, the roſe of virtue, 
and eyer-green of lite. 
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FF the true character of man depends upon 

the temper and diſpoſition of the heart, 
and the temper and diſpoſition of the heart 
ſprings from a courſe of voluntary actions; 
i then, it clearly follows, that the mind of 
| man, like an even balance, hath no pro- 
penſity to good or evil, till actions turn the 
ſcale, and give a bias to the will. 

Moral actions, like the load-ſtone to iron, 
communicate their virtue to the heart, and 
ſo govern the voyage of human life; a 
I voyage which, though ſhort, is of the ut- 
moſt conſequence to every paſſenger : for 
nothing leſs than eternal felicity, or ever- 
laſting deſtruction, depends upon it. 

N With reaſon at the helm, faith our com- 
0 paſs, and revelation our chart, we ſail ſecure 
| through the ſea of life; the rough ſtorms 
| of adverſity only ſpeeding our diligence, and 
accelerating our paſſage to the coaſt of ever- 
laſting bliſs. But when worldly wiſdom, 
pride, and e take the ſteerage; 
dangers 
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dangers crowd the deep, errors cloud the 
ſky, and ſwift deſtruction cloſes the ſcene. 

As polemic writers are much divided in 
their opinion concerning the original ſpring, 
and firſt movement, of the human mind to- 
wards. moral good and moral evil; and as 
the learned duſt of ſyſtematic divines has 
rather obſcured than elucidated the ſubject, 
which, poſlibly, may appear to ſome too 
abſtruſe for man's inveſtigation :; let us be 
content with what we can moſt certainly 
attain to, and without which, we ſhall never 
be happy, and that 1s, love to God, and 
love to man. 

This includes our whole duty, and lies 
at the foundation of all our felicity. This 
1s our proper buſineſs, moſt worthy of our 
attention, ſolicitude and care; and ought 
to be the great and leading concern of 
life. | 

The means of this important acquiſition 
are already in our. power; and only require 
a vigorous application on our parts, to in- 
ſure ſucceſs. 

It is not a. ſolitary with, or a cold lazy 
endeavour, a faint effort, or a motley, un- 
ſteady cane) a temporizing, changeable 

I behaviour 


114 MAN A FREE AGENT. 


behaviour that will do the buſineſs ; "bat 


ſuch a regular, ſteady, perſevering courſe of 
action, as divine wiſdom recommends, by 
the light of reaſon, and by the revelation 
of the goſpel. 

The evidence for this truth accumulates 
and grows ſtronger with the age of the 


world; becauſe every good chriſtian con- 


firms it by his own experience: and it is 


a moſt undoubted verity, that this noble 


acquiſition is greatly facilitated and pro- 


moted by a virtuous and pious education, 


accompanied by good example. | 
On the contrary, an education that foſters 
the ſeeds of pride, domination, ambition, 


and the love of ſenſual pleaſure, together 
with the influence of bad example, greatly 


obſtructs the growth of virtuous principles, 


and warps the judgment from the ſtraight 


line of truth. 


- The ſocial nature of man eafily Ace 


youth to receive impreſſions from their in- 


timates; and to acquire the likeneſs of thoſe 


whom they highly eſteem and value. What 


flatters the paſſions they ſoon approve of; 


and, when once liſted into their ſervice, ge- 
nerally become ſlaves for life. 
4:0 It 
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It is by practice we acquire habits, and 
by a ſtrenuous perſeverance in right action 
that we become free, and emancipated from 
the galling chain of tyrannic paſſion 

The early part of life is the beſt ſeed-time 
for good principles : and youth the propereſt 
ſeaſon to cultivate humility, We gra- 
titude, and love. 1 5 N 

Veterans in iniquity are zenerally proof 
againſt all remonſtrance, reaſon, and argu- 
ment. Habits, like rivers, encreaſe their 
ſtrength, as they continue their courſe ; 
and, therefore, it is of the utmoſt conſe- 
quence to direct the firſt actions of ny 
into a right channel. - 

It parents themſelves were not very de- 
ficient in their duty, and too eaſily ſatisfied 
with the externals and appearances of reli- 
gion, they would not think it a needleſs, 
or an unpleaſant taſk, to take notice daily 
to their children, of the wiſdom, goodneſs, 
and power of their creator, fo manifeſt in 
all his works. Thus would they unbend 
the mind from contracted ſelfiſh deſires, 
and enlarge it to en obedience, and 
love, e i ee eee 
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Can we daily partake of ſo many bleſſings, 


ſuch a variety of enjoyments, and pleaſures ; 


fuch health, and ſtrength of body; ſuch 
vigor and ſoundneſs of mind; ſuch various 
means of improvement and uſefulneſs ; the 
ſweet delights of ſociety, friendſhip, and 
converſation ; the dulcet harmony of ſound, 


with innumerable other mercies; and yet 
find in our breaſts no ſentiments cf grati- 
tude, no warm emotions of love and praiſe, 


to that Being from whoſe bounty they all 
proceed ? 


Who, that thinks on theſe things, and 


is not loſt to all ſenſe of ingenuity, genero- 


ſity, and goodneſs, but muſt feel ſome ſpark 
of the divine paſſion ; ſome laſting impreſ- 
fion of this broad ſeal of divine munificence ? 
Let ſuch indulge to the pleaſing ſubjeR, 


till the glow of gratitude--ſhall melt down 


all oppoſition, temper their hearts to ſera- 
phic love, and tune their ſouls to praiſe. 
Then, every thing that comes in competi- 
tion with their duty will give way to ſuperior 
excellence; and, with triumphant joy, be 
made a ſacrifice to the divine will. 
But a juſt and liberal ſenſe of obligation 
will not, of itſelf, ee the will, and 


work 
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work in us this deſirable and generous 
paſſion. 

Prior attachments to objects of ſenſe will 
militate againſt it. We have, therefore, 
need of continual aſſiſtance, and of all the 
aids of hope and fear, of example and au- 
thority, of ſelf-denial and mortification, 
before we can expect that the love of ani- 
mal pleaſures, appetite and paſſion will ſur- 
render their influence to the voice of reaſon, 
and to the power of divine love: ſo that 
there are ſome difficulties to ſtruggle with, 
before victory will declare in our favour, 
and perfect peace, ſerenity, and joy, take 
up their everlaſting reſidence in our breaſts. 

Before we can truly love our maker, we 
muſt learn to love truth, juſtice, righteouſ- 
neſs, purity, holineſs, and goodneſs, thoſe 
emanations of his glory, and the only fixed 
ſcale by which the inhabitants of earth can 
aſcend to heaven. . 

To talk of loving that great Being, whoſe 
attributes theſe are in their utmoſt perfec- 
tion, without any care or ſolicitude to ac- 
quire by practice, theſe virtues, 1s fooliſh 
and abſurd to the greateſt degree ; deceiving 
ourſelyes, and ſleeping upon a precipice. 


I 3 We 


„ 
* pon 3 4 ph eee * — A — » As a <= a A WL Oy 2 e 9 * 
—— A A 5 W 22 — .... he nn oo 4 — e e SI r doe * — — D 
* . 9 3. — gg ARA. _> — 3 * 4 - — — PEO * 


— 


1 
: 
: 
1 
1 
4 
: 
"= 
| 4 
1 
"YE: 
: 
{9 
j 
4 
5 
* 
114 
4 
it 3 
+44 
1 . 
RI 
4 
14 
* 
N 
y 
NA 
* 
+ 
i. 
3 
| 
1 
TT. 
{2 
' 
+% 
6 
I 
1 
z 
1 
\ 
41 
1 
75 


wy — . he” 8 * 
PIE OOO OO 39% 3. res 


— —— 
* 


2% — — 2 p — — —— 
my 5 3 — RS. Ne 


118 MAN A FREE AGENT. 

We cannot ſerve two maſters faithfully, 
whoſe diſpoſitions are as contrary to each 
other as light and darkneſs. 

There is great reaſon to fear that man- 
kind not only deceive one another, but very 
often themſelves too by their ingenuity; 
putting on the mode and dreſs of duty, and 
wearing the externals of religion, till by art 
and ſophiſtry, they impute to nature all the 
irregularities within, and never once imagine 
that a total change and renovation of temper 
is abſolutely neceſſary to that peace which 
paſſeth all underſtanding. 

People often act as if they thought they 
only came into the world to hunt after plea- 
ſure, and to purſue it in every quarter, and 
under every ſhape, wherein it can be found. 
Not contented with that ſhare of it allotted 
by divine wiſdom, they treſpaſs upon the 
rights of others, abuſe their liberty, and, 
revolting from duty, become beaſts of 
prey to one another. Then, to exculpate 
their treaſon, they hood-wink conſcience, 
and impute to their maker thoſe very evils 
which their own avidity, rapine, luſt, and 
intemperance have produced; ; never enter- 
I | tertaining 
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tertaining a grateful thought of the hand 
that feeds them, nor expreſſing any deſire to. 
do his will. 


If we really wiſh not to deceive ourſelves, 


let us, faithfully and honeſtly, examine our, 
own hearts by thoſe teſts of truth we have | 
in our power. 

As it is a chriſtian duty, ſo we profeſs to 
love God ſupremely, and our neighbour as, 
our ourſelves. But let us examine, and fee 
with what evidence we content ourſelves. 
that this is truly the ſtate of our minds. 

Do going ſtatedly to church, putting up 
long prayers, giving our money to charita- 
ble uſes, and ſupporting with zeal the forms 
and ceremonies of that religion in which 
we happened to be educated ; does living 
within the bounds of ſobriety, and abſtain- 
ing from profaneneſs and immorality, prove 
the love of God to be our leading paſſion? 
Does a liberal diſtribution of our wealth, 


on popular occaſions, evidence our love to 


our brother, like that to ourſelves? Surely, 
by no means: for all theſe actions may take 
place from motives of a very different na- 
ture. Education, cuſtom, example, intereſt, 
I 4 popular 
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popular applauſe, and the fear of diſgrace, 
may give riſe to the whole. 

If our love to God be true and genuine; 
it will beſt be known by an attentive in- 
quiry how we-find ourſelves affected when 
we ſee his laws violated, his name profaned, 
and his authority ſlighted and difregarded : 
or, when his commands require the ſacrifice 
of any darling pleaſure, the control of any 
violent paſſion, or the patient ſuffering of 
any afflictive loſs, If we are, indeed, 
offended, when we hear his ſacred name 
blaſphemed, ſee his laws trampled upon, 
and his authority neglected, we ſhall cer- 
tainly feel reſentment and concern kindle in 
our breaſts. Are we, in truth, willing to 
make a ſacrifice of any beloved luſt, or pa- 
tiently to ſuffer any grievous loſs, in obe- 
dience to the divine will? Let us watch 
our behaviour when the trial comes, and 
acquit, or blame, as we find ourſelves diſ- 
poſed at that time. 

Diffidence beſt becomes us, and leſs con- 
fidence of our love to the great God, and 
our neighbour, would not render painful 
trials ſo neceſſary, to convince: us of our 
erroneous 
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erroneous judgment. If we would act 
wiſely, even that obſcurity with which the 
mind is ſometimes involved, might be con- 
verted to our advantage. 

When we ſee clearly that the eyes of the 
world are upon our actions, we may be 
over-awed to the practice of what is right 
and commendable. But when no glimpſe 
of light appears to make a diſcovery of the 
ſecret workings of the heart, and even the 
preſence of the Almighty is as if it were 
not: then is the true ſeaſon of trial, then 
is the opportunity of knowing the real 
complexion and diſpoſition of our hearts. 

If we, then, feel in ourſelves no prevail- 
ing attachment to truth, to righteouſneſs, 
and goodneſs, no real love to God and our 
neighbour, we have reaſon to fear and to 
ſuſpect oArſelves of being in a dangerous 
ſtate, and, with humility and fervent prayer, 
to implore the divine aid, to change and re- 
novate our hearts. 

But if we find, even when God ſeems to 
withdraw himſelf, and leave us, with Job, 
to ſtruggle under a cloud of affliction, or 
with our bleſſed Lord, upon the croſs, 
TOY that 
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that then we prefer our duty, and truſt in 
him alone, becauſe we believe him per- 
fectly good, and - poſſeſſed of all perfec- 
tions: I fay, then we have a ſolid founda- 
tion for peace, hope, and gladneſs; ſuch 
as the world can neither give nor deſtroy. 
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on PLEASURE, 


Tf pleaſure, that idol of mankind, were 

but productive of good principles; of 
gratitude to our Maker, and benevolence to 
man; probably no period in the annals of 
time could equal the preſent for theſe il- 
luſtrious virtues. 

Then, the looſe libertine, the ann 
ſenſualiſt, the riotous Bacchanalian, and 
effeminate voluptuary, might exult in their 
exceſſes, maſk their felfiſh purſuits under 
the veil of duty; and find a ſpecious pre- 
tence for extravagance and debauchery, 
diſſipation and noiſe. 

But long experience demonſtrates that 
vicious pleaſure produces effects diametri- 
cally oppoſite ; that the devotees of pleaſure 
are paſſion's ſlaves, the dupes of folly, egre- 
giouſly ſelfiſh, and abſolute ſtrangers to re- 
ligious gratitude. In their rubrick, piety is 
enthuſiaſm ; humility, meanneſs ; goodneſs 
mere oſtentation, or a ſnare for ignorance ;_ 


and ſelf-denial, ſtoic pride, or a dull inſen- 
ſibility. 


The 
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that then we prefer our duty, and truſt in » 
him alone, becauſe we believe him per- 
fectly good, and poſſeſſed of all perfec- 
tions: I ſay, then we have a ſolid founda- 
tion for peace, hope, and gladneſs ; ſuch 
as the world can neither give nor deſtroy, . 
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On PLEASURE. 


IF | pleaſure, that idol of mankind, were 
but produCtive of good principles; of 
gratitude to our Maker, and benevolence to 


man; probably no period in the annals of 
time could equal the preſent for theſe il- 


luſtrious virtues. 

Then, the looſe libertine, the chad 
ſenſualiſt, the riotous Bacchanalian, and 
effeminate voluptuary, might exult in their 
exceſſes, maſk their ſelfiſh purſuits under 
the veil of duty; and find a ſpecious pre- 
tence for extravagance and debauchery, 
diſſipation and noiſe. 

But long experience demonſtrates that 
vicious pleaſure produces effects diametri- 
cally oppoſite; that the devotees of pleaſure 
are paſſion's ſlaves, the dupes of folly, egre- 
giouſly ſelfiſh, and abſolute ſtrangers to re- 
ligious gratitude. In their rubrick, piety is 


enthuſiaſm ; humility, meanneſs ; goodneſs 
mere oſtentation, or a ſnare for ignorance ; 


and ſelf-denial, ſtoic pride, or a dull inſen- 
ſibility. 


The 
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The pleaſures of ſenſe are kindly given, 
and well adapted, to our ſhort momentary 
exiſtence. They are derived from the ſame 
benevolent ſource as the rational : and when 
under due regulation, like the winding 
ſtream through a rich foil, they refreſh, 
exhilerate, and delight: they ſmooth the 
path of life, and ſhadow forth future feli- 
city. Were men but humble and thankful, 
every enjoyment would have a better reliſh, 
and our love to our kind benefactor daily 
Increaſe. But gratitude implies obligation, 
and obligation infers a debt, and the thought 
of his own indigence, ſtings the pride of 
man, and mortifies his vanity and ſelf- 
ſufficiency. 
Or elſe, conſcious of tranſgreſſing the pre- 
ſcribed bounds of duty, and taſting for- 
bidden fruit, the children of Adam follow 
the example of their father, and naturally 
endeavour to hide their ſhame by running 
into the dark, in hopes of ſhunning that 
preſence which would reprove their guilt, 
and imbitter their unwarranted pleaſures. 
Probably, this is one great ſource of infi- 
delity. For fo long as men will yield to 
the ſuggeſtions of 1 and appetite, rather 
1 | than 
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than the remonſtrances of reaſon and reli- 
gion; they will always ſhun conviction, 


ſwallow any opiate of deiſtical ſophiſtry, 
and intrench themſelves in the triple mound 


of infidelity, numbers, and ridicule. 
If, in the nature of things, there is a 
real difference between truth and falſe- 
hood, right and wrong, knowledge and ig- 
norance, virtue and vice, good and evil; 
and if this difference appears invariably the 
ſame to all intelligent creatures throughout 
the univerſe, then it is not improbable that 
the ſame rule of duty obligates every created 
intelligence wherever exiſting, and hath a 
natural tendency to aſſimilate into one like- 
neſs, and to unite into one large family of 
harmony, love, and friendſhip, all the chil- 
dren of our heavenly Father. 

The complexion of our minds and diſ- 
poſition of our hearts, being no part of our 
original frame and conſtitution, depend 
upon the exerciſe and free uſe of thoſe 
powers and faculties intruſted to us by our 
Maker: and it would argue as great a de- 
gree of weakneſs and folly, to expect a rich 
harveſt in our fields without plowing and 
W as to expect the divine graces of 

love 
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love to God and love to man, piety, purity; 
and holineſs in the heart, without any care, 
ſolicitude, and pains of our own. 

The mind of man is a rich ſoil, aud if 
well cultivated and improved, weeded of 
traſh, and daily expoſed to the meliorating 
dews of divine grace, and invigorating rays 
of goſpel light, would ſoon yield immortal 
fruit; ſuch fruit as would perfume the vale 
of life with its fragrance, diffuſe its ſalutary 
influence all around, and ſweeten every 
corroding care. . 5 

But when men will brook no reſtraint, 
and become intoxicated with the polluted 
ſtream of lawleſs pleaſure, the ftreight line 
of truth exceeds their ability, and they are 
ever found in the zigzag road of dark 
obliquity and crooked error. | 

Minds contaminated with the ouilt of 1 
rebellion, ingratitude, covetouſneſs, luſt, 
and pride, can have no reliſh or taſte for 
thoſe pleaſures of the virtuous man, which 
flow from conſcious obedience to the divine 
will, and well- grounded hope of God 8 Kn 
vour. 3 
Tho' nothing is more obvious than « our 
connection as brethren; our neceſſary de- 

pendance 
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pendance upon one another, for- mutual aid 
and aſſiſtance; and our obligation to reci- 
procal offices of friendſhip and love; yet, 
with what arrogance, pride, and inſolence, 
do we ſee our fellow- creatures lording- it 
over one another; breaking through all re- 
ſtraints, divine and human, to indulge to 
ſenſual pleaſure and animal paſſion; and 
then, with impious aſſurance, taxing the 
Author of Nature with their guilt, be- 
cauſe he made them free, and did 5 
vent their doing wrong! 

It is by degrees, ſtep by ſtep, that habits 
are contracted, and diſpoſitions in the mind 
eſtabliſhed. | 

Tho' we may be converted, or turned 
from the crooked path of fin, in a moment ; 
yet the change of the heart is gradual, and 
_ ordinarily requires a courſe of right action, 
to produce a good and virtuous temper. 

When vicious pleaſures have once got 
the aſcendant of -a virtuous and religious 
education, the advocates for virtue become 
_ difagreeable companions; religion dwindles 
into formality. and ſpeculation, if it be not 
totally diſcarded : and ere and ſen- 

N 4 Tbs ſualiſts 
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ſualiſts become boſom friends, and —_ 
aſſociates. ; 
As none are more credulous than Fang vo- 


taries of pleaſure, ſo very little ſophiſtry 


will perſuade them that as the love of plea- 
ſure is natural, the following of nature can 
never be a crime; that they did not make 
themſelves, and if original fin depraved their 
nature, that is no fault of theirs. + 
By this means men of pleaſure Grid. a 


ſalvo for every vice, and a pleaſing n 


on the brink of deſtruction. N 
But if theſe perſons, who charge nature 
with their evil propenſities, are not afraid 
to look truth in the face, I would aſłk them 
a few plain queſtions. pet: 
Do you feel any tender emotions of con- 
cern and ſympathy, on account of the ſuffer- 
ings of ſuch unhappy wretches as plead the 
ſame excuſe: for violating your bed, mur- 
dering your friend, firing your houſe, and 
ſealing your caſh? Or do you, in your 


conſcience, believe that it was not in the 


power of the adulterer, the aſſaſſin, the in- 
cendiary, and thief, to forbear ons atro- 
cious crimes ?. | - ſhy 


- 
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As I imagine you will not venture to 
aſſert what is ſo repugnant to reaſon, and 
to the opinion and ſuffrage of all the world, 
thro' every age; all judicial puniſnment 
proceeding upon the truth of this principle, 
that mankind are free, and not under the 
power of neceſſity to commit iniquity; ſo 
I hope it is as clear, as demonſtration can 
make it, that there is a power in man ſuffi- 
cient to control his paſſions and regulate . 
his conduct: and conſequently, that nature 
affords no ſhelter for wicked actions. 

In the next place, I would aſk, why the 
fear of the divine diſpleaſure, does not ope- 
rate as ſtrongly upon the minds of men as 
that of their fellow - creatures. 

Is it not infidelity? Is it not ently 
owing to a diſbelief of what the ſcriptures. 
tells us is the will of God? Would men 
dare to uſe his tremendous name in ſport ; 
to larder their - converſations with horrid - 
oaths and blaſphemies ; to cheat, de- 
ceive, and injure their neighbour, for the 
fake of indulging their paſſions; if they 
really believed the ubiquity, omniſcience; 
and omnipotence of the great judge of all 

the earth; and that he will, moſt aſſuredly, 
fart K render 
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render to every man according to his deeds ? 
If through fear of my fellow-creature, I 
can forbear any overt act of fin, ſure that 
faith is of little value that hath not, at leaſt; 
an equally reſtraining influence upon my 
conduct. Whence is it that two perſons of 
= equal ſagacity, talents, and improvements, 
concur fo readily in their judgments con- 
_ cerning philoſophical, judicial, and politi- 
cal points; and yet, if their moral charac- 
ters differ, affairs of religion ſhall wear ſo 
diſſimilar an aſpe& ? Is it that the evidences. 
for religious truths are leſs clear, ftrong, and 
perſuaſive, or leſs intereſting and important; 
than thoſe which reſpe& the intereſt of this 
life alone! Or is it owing to education, in- 
attention, and prejudice ? It muſt be ac- 
knowledged that the effect of education is 
ſuch, that nineteen parts in twenty of all 
mankind may, modeſtly ſpeaking, be ſup- 
poſed fixed and ſettled for life, in their re- 
ligious ſentiments by education ; which, 
like conſecrated ground, are fo fenced in by 
the gloomy charm of ſuperſtition, . as to 
render error impervious to the lucid wy of 
celeſtial reaſon. 
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However, as the Bible is the only guide 

to chriſtians, ſo true religion is not charge- 

able with the errors, abſurdities, and ſuper- 

ſtitions of fiery bigots, and learned — 
ſiaſts. 

If men will but uke their gion from 
the ſacred oracles, and witneſs the truth of 
the ſcriptures by living agreeably to their 
- precepts; they will want no better evidence 
of their divine original than the peace, 
tranquility, and happineſs of their own 
minds, reſulting from ſuch a conduct. 

But the tide of cuſtom and example runs 
the other way. Men hew out to themſelves 
broken ciſterns that can hold no water, 
hunt ſhadows for realities, and quit the 
eternal rock of ſafety for a phantom of their 
own imagination, and the trankent glitter 
of a momentary bubble. The noiſe of 
pleaſure gingles ſo much in the ears of folly 
and inexperience, that the yoice of wiſdom 
is not heard, and good ideas are quite con- 
founded. Riot aſſumes the garb of happi- 
neſs, and, like the bell-weather of a flock 
of ſheep, rejecting control, leaps the fence 
of ſafety, and plunges the following crowd 
into the ſtream of ruin and deſtruction. 

a Though 
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Though pleaſure and happineſs are ſynony- 
mous terms with the multitude, wiſdom 
and experience teach another leſſon. 
1 I .)hhey exhibit pleaſure under two charac- 
1 ters: the one, as the hand- maid to virtue; 
innocent, chearful, gay, and eaſy; well 
ſuited to the firſt ſtages of man's exiſtence, 
but by no means worthy of his chief and 
principal concern, or an adequate object of 
his ambition: the other, as the ſpurious 
brood of lawleſs paſſion, confuſion, and 
riot; replete with falſhood, ſeduction, and 
miſery; the pander to vice, an enemy to 
health, and a whirlpool of deſtruction. 

Vicious pleaſure, like ſmooth rotten ice, 
gives no warning, but alike betrays unn 

giddy youth to ſudden ruin. 

Happineſs is not the production of earth's 
ſinful mould, but is a celeſtial flower, that 
hath virtue for its root, glory for its radiance, 
omnipotence for its ſecurity, and eternity 
for its duration. | 

+ am very confident that if, in this ſtate | 
| of trial, we acted under the influence. of 
a lively faith and truſt in God; if we had 

a becoming zeal for his honour, and a real 
love to mankind, we d (notwithſtand- 
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ing life's chequered ſcene) ſoon find our- 
ſelves in poſſeſſion of as much inward peace, 
ſatisfaction, and happineſs, as would be 
good for us, or even as our own hearts 
would prompt us to wiſh for. 

It is not appearance, pomp, and equipage; 
the riches of Peru, domination and power, 


the luxurious dainties of an epicure, or any 


ſenſual gratification, that can give ſuch 
heart-felt ſatisfaction, ſuch permanent joy, 


ſerenity, and peace, as the truly humble, 
honeſt, upright chriſtian, daily experi- 
ences; however he may be deſpiſed by 
the vain and inſolent, and however deſti- 
tute he may be of the trappings of gran- 
deur, and the ſuperfluities of life. 


Tho' the road of truth is eaſy to ſage ex- 


perience and modeſt circumſpection, yet 
ſuch is the preſumption; raſhneſs, and folly, 
of the bulk of mankind, that they venture 
to ſea without a compaſs or pilot; ſet fail 
to a gale of paſſion, and ſteer their courſe 
by the erroneous chart of cuſtom: and 
when they are alarmed by danger, wonder 
to find their career ſtopped by the ſhallows 


of ignorance, and their bark wrecked on 
the quick-ſands of vicious pleaſure, _ 


134 | ON PLEASURE, 

If men would, in very deed, ſtick to 
truth, be modeſt and diffident, confeſs their 
imbecility, ignorance and dependance, and 
look up to heaven for wiſdom, direction, 
and aſſiſtance; they would no longer mur- 
mur and complain at the unequal diſtribution 
of the gifts of Providence; but find ſuffici- 
ent occaſion to rejoice continually, and to 
ranſack nature for expreſſions of gratitude, 
love, and praiſe, 

Ihe earth is, indeed, full of the good- 
neſs of God; but pride, ſelfiſhneſs, rapine, 
cruelty, riot, inſolence, luſt, and opprefſion 
have ſo marred the beauteous face of na- 

ture, ſo confounded the preſcriptions of 
_ wiſdom, and inverted the current of bene- 
volence, that the world appears more like 
an hoſpital of incurables, a wilderneſs of 
wild beaſts, a ſtage of prize-fighters, or a 
theatre for maſquerade and folly to play their 
tricks upon, than a temporary palace for 
the heirs of bliſs, or a magnificent college 


for the education of the ſons of a glorious 
immortality, 


CHRISTI- 
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Chain) is the voice of wiſdom, the 
breath of heaven, and key of immor- 
tality. It is the nerve of hope, the pillar 
of faith, and rock of ſafety. 
| It is the ſalvation of men, the joy of 
ſaints, and admiration of angels. It is the 
code of juſtice, the oracle of truths and 
charter of privileges, 


It is the common treaſury of moral indi- 


gence, a ſun of righteouſneſs, the e of 
the world, and the only late. convoy 
realms of bliſs, 


to the 
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gHovLD any imagine that it was below 


the dignity of ſo great a perſonage as 
the Son of God to wear an infant-body, to 


ſubject himſelf to the calamities of human 
life, and to paſs through ſcenes of volun- 
tary poverty, fatigue, reproach, contempt; 
and à pain'ul crucifixion, for purpoſes of 
good to mankind; they ſhould conſider that 
this is a ſubject which takes in eternity; 
and for which they have no adequate pows 
ers of comprehenſion, They would do well, 
likewiſe, to conſider, that how little ſoever 
the virtue of humility is regarded upon earth, 
it is in high eſtimation in heaven. There, 
neither power nor riches, ſuperior abilities, 
ſounding titles, or extenſive knowledge, 
neither priority nor ſuperiority, can pretend 
to any preference with the Deity, who ho- 
nors with his favour thoſe only who freely 
and faithfully execute his pleaſure. Men 
may, in the pride of their hearts, treat this 
ſubject with an air of ſupercilious contempt 
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as long as they pleaſe ; but that only diſ- 
covers their own ignorance, their want of 
gratitude to God, and love to their bre- 
thren. | | 
Surely ſuch men do not want a revelation 
from heaven to convince them that this their 
pride is their folly ; that no man has any right 
to diſtinctions of honor or rank in the pre- 
ſence of the Almighty. All are his creatures, 
and it is his pleaſure that they love one an- 
other, not in word and tongue only, hut i in 
deed and in truth. | wr 
But if, inſtead of 8 one another, we 
only love ourſelves, and do ſervice to others 
only ſo far as that conduces to our own ad- 
vantage, reputation, and intereſt; wherein 
do we excel the brutes? with regard to any 
free voluntary actions of our own, what are 
we better than they? But are there no 
means of excelling them put into our own 
power? no certain rational ſteps to be taken 
to advance us to a character truly amiable 
and excellent? Indeed there are: ample 
means are provided, encouragements great 


and animating; and motives, ſtrong, -pow- 


erful, and numerous, to urge us on. All 


but compulſion” is at * to aid and aſfiſt 


us. | As 
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As freedom is eſſential to every degree of 

moral character, ſo that muſt be preſerved 
intire and uncontroled. The deſpiſed poor, 
the illiterate day-labourer, the unpoliſhed 
plain countryman, if truly honeſt, conſci- 
entious, and upright, are objects of fat 
higher eſtimation in the ſight of heaven, 
and all good beings, than thoſe who are 
called the favorites of fortune; and whoſe 
natural and acquired abilities, high rank 
and ſtation, power and influence, dazzle 
the public eye, and put modeſty to the 
bluſh. 

Great and little, high and low, rich 6 
poor, are relative terms; and are uſeful 
diſtinctions concerning things we can com- 
prehend: but we ſoon go out of our depth, 
if we attempt to wade the ocean. 

The firſt rudiments and beginning of the 
exiſtence of an immortal being may poſſibly 
appear to our ſhallow conception inconſider- 
able, and of no account; and yet be of far 
greater value than the whole terraqueous 

globe. If this be the caſe, ſurely then many 
millions of ſuch beings, expoſed to danger 
by ſeduction and difobedience, are not to be 
looked upon as objefts unbecoming divine 
2 notice, 
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notice, and the compaſſionate regard of that 
Being by whom the world was made. | 
Like an object too bright for the eye, 
the effects of divine wiſdom overwhelm the 
mind of man; and ſtagger his feeble under- 
ſtanding with their 3 — and 
a 
As the great Being acts by ſecond cauſes, 
by powers delegated to various orders of his 


creatures; ſo his will, when known, muſt 


be their beſt rule and guide of action. 
Where revelation is not wanted, un- 
clouded reaſon points the way to truth, to 
righteouſneſs, and goodneſs; and thereby 
gives occaſion to the higher orders of in- 
telligences to manifeſt freely their fidelity, 
gratitude, and love to the univerſal parent 


of all: and which they moſt certainly do, 


when they employ their powers in pro- 
| moting the welfare and —— of ine 
' Nor beings,  _ 

That any beings of dikes order ts man 
| On have ated otherwiſe, we could never 
have known in our 3 circumſtances, 
| —_— a TOE" Ts. 
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LIBERTY is a jewel of ineſtimable 
value. It is the munificent gift of 
heaven; the envy of malevolent beings, the 
theatre of moral action, and birthright of 
all mankind. 5 2 
Whoever invades it becomes an enemy 
to man, an agent of hell, and a rebel to 
his Maker. | 
When rightly improved, it exalts to dig 
nity, glory, and honor; but, when abuſed, 
it ſinks men to o infamy, contempt, and la- 
very. TID 
Buy an incorrigible abuſe of liberty, men 


not only forfeit that glorious privilege, but 


ſubject themſelves to the neceſſity of de- 
privation, for the ſafety and welfare of o- 
thers: from thence proceed all the ſpecies 
of ſlavery which appear in the world. 
The great governor of the univerſe per- 
mits the ill effects of flavery to appear, and 
to be felt by mankind, in this large ſchool 


of diſcipline, in orger to recover men to 


recti- 


-- 
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rectitude and right action; the prevalence 
of which would inſure liberty, * a per- 
petuity of divine favour. 

But if men, after long indulgence, and 
repeated trials, will ſtill continue children, 
or act the part of mad- men; goodneſs it- 
ſelf muſt interpoſe, to wreſt from ſuch 
hands the naked ſword of liberty, and thus 
by diſarming them ſtop the progreſs of miſ- 

cluer. 

As all our actions take their complexion 
from the freedom of the will, ſo all unin- 
fluenced acts of juſtice, truth, righteouſ- 
neſs, gratitude, benevolence, and love, will 
for ever appear graceful, right, and amia- 
ble. But deliberate fraud, ingratitude, cru- 


clty, and malevolence, will for ever appear 
deteſtable and hateful. 


In proportion as intereſt biaſſes the will, 
actions eventually good muſt be deſtitute | 
of that beauty and excellence which free- 
dom alone can confer. 

So far as private intereſt is conſiſtent with, 
or conducive to, the public good, it is in- 
nocent, right, and laudable: it is then an 
eaſy and pleaſant path to habits of right 
action, gratitude, benevolence, and love. 

But 
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But when private and publick intereſt. 
ſeem to claſh ; when, through preſumption, 
pride, ignorance, ſeduction, ill example, 5 
or a bad education, the mind contracts a 
wrong bias, and diſcovers a ſtrong tendency 
to decline the ſtreight line of truth, the ſun- 
ſhine of freedom, and to take into the nar- 
row, blind, maxy paths of ſelfiſhneſs; then, 
the medium of mental viſion becomes diſ- 
coloured, and the beauty and deformity of 
moral actions can, by ſuch men, hardly be 
diſtinguiſhed. Intereſt ſets fancy at work, to 
confound ideas; and by a ſeries of falſe pre- 
ſentments, leads men on, in the chaſe of illu- 
ſory good, till the ſhock of ruin awakes them | 
from their dream. 

Reſtraint, compulſion, and neceſſity com- 
port not with beings formed for free and 
grateful obedience, for godlike benevolence, 
and an union, with worlds of happy immor- 
tal ſpirits ; whoſe actions are all founded in 
truth, and reſult from perfect freedom and 
choice. 

What greater glory can the wiſh of man 
aſpire to, than that of doing the divine will, 
with the moſt perfect freedom? m 

Though hope and fear, wiſely deckel. 


are 
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are of excellent uſe in acquiring good habits, 
in guarding from danger, ſupporting under 
difficulties, and promoting the good of ſoci- 
ety; yet, it is liberty that gives actions all 
their weight and importance in the moral 
ſcale; 

Were the evidences for the wth of 
Chriſtianity ſo inconteſtably clear, and ob- 
viouſly apparent, to the underſtandings of 
men as to command aſſent; it might then 
be fairly queſtioned whether they could 
ever arrive to that exalted degree of virtue 
they are now capable of attaining. 

As things are now circumſtanced, peni- 
tent ſinners find room for mercy and for- 
giveneſs: but the ſtronger the light is againſt 
which men offend, the deeper is their ſtain 
of guilt, and more dangerous their condition. 

As mercy, like juſtice, is an act of rea- 
ſon, ſo we ſhould never expect it but ___ 
ſome reaſonable foundation. 

Had the fallen angels been ſeduced Gow 
their allegiance by fraud, or tranſgreſſed 
through any want of ſufficient light to kriow 
their duty, it is highly probable, that they, 
as well as man, would have been objects of 
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mercy, and furniſhed with proper means of 


recovery and ſalvation. | | 

It is not unlikely that all created intelli- 
gences, throughout the univerſe, once ated 
upon the ſame foot of liberty as man; and 
owe all their beauty, or deformity, to the 


right, or wrong uſe, of their delegated 


powers, freely exerciſed; and that the 


degree of affection, and love, from ſaints 
and angels, to every inhabitant of the man- 
fions of glory, is in exact proportion to their | 


progreſs in virtue and goodneſs. 
If this is really the plan and conſtitution 
of the great Creator, then all the virtue and 


goodneſs, all the beauty, glory, and felicity 
which reſult from it, muſt be aſcribed to 


him alone; and will be matter of endleſs 
praiſe, and rejoicing, to the whole hierar- 


chy of heaven. 
As it may be 8 no perſon will 
venture to ſay, that the Almighty could not 


create a race of beings, capable of acting 


upon the ſame principles of truth, juſtice, 


righteouſneſs, and goodneſs with himſelf, 
and of becoming thereby proper objects of 


his approbation, favour, and love, and con- 


ſequently, fit ſubjects for power, glory, and 


immortality 


N 
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immortality : fo it may, likewiſe, be pre- 
ſumed that no unprejudiced perſon can, 
with any colour of reaſon, deny that we 
are indeed ſuch a-race of beings. 

May we not, then, fairly conclude that 
the mind of man is ſuſpended in freedom, 
like an even balance, till actions good or 
bad turn the ſcale, and give a bias to the 
will. Actions, often repeated, eſtabliſh 
habits; and habits indulged are grafts upon 
nature, the fruits of which are eternal. 
This being the caſe with all mankind, how 
great and important, then, is a virtuous and 
religious education ; and how dangerous, 

deſtructive, and dreadful, are early preju- 
dices, evil examples, and bad principles! 
However, ſuch is the overflowing good- 
neſs of our Maker, that all proper proviſion 
is made, in our holy religion, to recover 
the diſtempered will, to mend the heart, 
and counteract the poiſon of vicious com- 
pany, a bad education, and evil habits. 
In this rich fund of benevolence, we 
meet with the compleateſt ſyſtem of morals, 
the ſublimeſt rules of conduct, the ſtrongeſt 
motives to piety, humility, charity, truth 
n . RO 
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and righteouſneſs, that ever appeared in the 
world; and theſe all enforced by the moſt 
powerful ſanctions, which could poſſibly be 
conceived, conſiſtently with freedom of will 
and choice of action. Chriſtianity does, at 


the ſame time, exhibit ſo great and amiable 


an example of humility, obedience, and 


love, that angels might envy us the glory 
of imitation. When did the tide of love 
to man ever run ſo high, and bleeding inno- 
cence ever freely endure ſuch pain, reproach, 


contempt, and ingratitude, as when the Son 


of God, to fave ſinners, ſubmitted to the 
ignominious and excruciating death of the 


croſs? Then was his philanthropy put to 
the ſevereſt teſt: then was the act of grace 


ſealed to man, when, in agonizing pain, he 


cried out, My God, my God, why haſt 
thou forſaken me! With what awe! with 


what ſelf-abaſement, love, and gratitude, 
| ſhould this aſtoniſhing ſcene be remem- 


bred ? How inconteſtable the fact? how 
rich the ſource of conſolation for all his 


faithful followers? Yes, his God did leave 


him to himſelf at the time of foreſt trial, 
and in the criſis of his affliction and pains, 
5 to 
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to exhibit, to worlds of men and angels, 
the moſt perfect pattern of obedience to 
God, and love to man, that ever exiſted ; 
to the confuſion of apoſtates, and triumph of 
the faithful. 

Hereby the reality of his Wia the 
completion of his miſſion, and his taſting 
death for every man, clearly appeared. 

Here is the fountain-head of conſolation, 
the perennial ſource of comfort, when dark 
clouds envelope the mind, and put faith to 
the teſt. LON 

For as our Lord, when left to himſelf, 
was ſtill in high favour with God, ſo all his 
ſervants ſhould follow his example, and 
maintain their faith and truſt with unſhaken 
confidence and reſolution, when clouds and 
darkneſs ſurround them. | 
How ought this great event to awaken 
-our attention, animate our hopes, and invi- 
gorate our faith! 

How ought it to quench every ok of 
pride, diſcontent, and envy! to inflame our 
fouls with divine aſpiration and praiſe ! and 
melt our hearts with tenderneſs and love to 
all our fellow-creatures ! | 
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But, notwithſtanding all the motives and 
encouragements men have to become wiſe, 
good, and happy, finding themſelves in 


poſſeſſion of liberty, they will be happy in 


their own way, or not at all. 


The love of the world, like a | canker, 
preys upon their hearts, and ſenſual pleaſure 


1s the great object of attention, and centre 


of dens. | 
The Chriſtian bach, being reaſonable, 


_ reputable, and amiable, it is no wonder 


many aſſume its appearance, whoſe lives are 


a reproach to it. They are aſhamed of the 
deformity of vice, and, therefore, chuſe that 
dreſs which: will beſt recommend to con- 


fidence, eſteem, and love. 

But, however it may be diſguiſed, the na- 
ture of things will ſtill remain the ſame; and 
that man who hath no vital operative faith, 
but contents himſelf with a nominal ſpe- 


culative one, though he could reaſon down 
the ſtrongeſt battery of infidelity, dreſs vir- 
tue in the moſt engaging attire, and defend 


religion againſt all the ſap of ſophiſtry, 
and boldeſt attacks of atheiſm, yet ſtill (like 


the man deſtitute of true charity) he would 


% 1 
- We 


i 


be no better than ſounding bm or a tink- 
ling cymbal. 

Men may ſpeak like n reaſon * 
irreſiſtible force of eloquence, wear the 
faireſt dreſs of religion, and ſtand high in 
the opinion of mankind, for ęlevated genius, 
rich furniture of mind, extenſive knowledge, 
ſparkling wit, ſhining talents, riches, power, 
and influence; and yet, for want of true 
faith, be ſtill leſs than the leaſt of — 
tians. ä 
The a Chriſtian, at faith ope- 
rates to the regulation of his paſſions, and 
a conſtant ſolicitude to do the divine will, 
is a character far more eligible than that of 
ihe greateſt earthly monarch, deſtitute. of 
ſuch a faith. 

Were it not for the hypocriſy, ſuperiti- 
tion, and excentric motions of nominal 
Chriſtians, the ſcoffers at religion would 
find no ground where to plant their artillery, 


with which they now batter that * 


building. 

If our holy religion was but ſtript of all 
diſguiſe, cleric and laic, it would appear 
moſt excellent, worthy its divine original, 
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and perfective of our nature. The great 
compendium of man's duty is love to God, 
and love to man, freely exerciſed, though 
enjoined under the ſtrongeſt ſanctions. 
At che ſame time, our religion points 
out, very clearly, the ſteps neceſſary ta 
acquire theſe diſpoſitions in our hearts; 
viz. np 
The conſtant practice of truth, tempe- 
rance, humility, and charity : to reyerence 
the very name of God, and worſhip. him 
every day of our lives; to ſquare our con- 
duct by the rule of righteouſneſs ; and to 
do to others, as we would deſire them (in 
like circumſtances) to do to us. 

Surely theſe can never be deemed hard 
terms of divine favour, or unreaſonable 
conditions of obtaining that temper, which 
would more than double our enjoyments in 
this world, and qualify for eternal felicity 
in the next. This is that glorious freedom 
of Chriſtians to which all mankind are in- 
vited. 

The ſervice of God, being perfect 0 
dom, no ſlave to paſſion and appetite can 
have his name enrolled in the archives of 
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heaven, as a denizen of the city of the 
New Jeruſalem. Vaſſalage and ſlavery are 
the veſtiges of ruined liberty, the melan- 
choly wrecks of tyrannical oppreſſion and 
cruelty. But well- tempered freedom is the 
glory of the common weal, and the ſheet- 
anchor of human felicity. | 
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FsLicity the great Object of Man's 
Creation. 


S the power and wiſdom of God are 

clearly manifeſted in the vaſt variety 
of objects that ſurround us; in the mag- 
nificent canopy of the heavens above, in the 
terraqueous globe beneath, in the inviſible 
ſoft air between both, like the ſoul of man 
in union with intellectual and animal na- 
tures: ſo is his bountiful providence diſ- 
played in the rich and ample proviſion made 
for the ſubſiſtence, delight, and happineſs 
of all his creatures. But the divine be- 
nignity ſhines in nothing more conſpicuouſly 
than in the formation of man, How admira- 
ble his frame ! how wonderful his compoſi- 

tion! how curious and elaborate his organized 
habitation! tenanted by an immortal ſpirit, ſo 
conſtituted, ſo furniſhed, ſo provided, as to 
be able, by a ſhort courſe of fidelity and 
obedience, to acquire ſuch a temper and 
diſpoſition of mind as will qualify for the 
high honour of the Divine favour, the 
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friendſhip of angels, the ſpirits of the juſt 
made perfect, and indefectible felicity. Nor 
are there wanting ſtrong and powerful mo- 
tives to urge us forward in this road to 
glory. 

It is true that, at our firſt ſetting out, 
difficulties will attend us. Habits of vir- 
tue, and good diſpoſitions of mind, like all 
other valuable acquiſitions, demand a vi- 
gorous exertion of our powers of action, care, 
diligence, and aſſiduity; without which, 


nothing very uſeful, ny wy great, 
can be atchieved. _ 


Beſides the light of reaſon, and examples 
of the wiſeſt and beſt of men, in all ages of 
the world, we have the additional advantage 


of a divine revelation, adapted to the circum- 


ſtances of all ſarts and degrees of people. 
The beſt and wiſeſt rules and precepts are 
Rill further recommended by a ſpecial meſ- 
ſenger of grace, the great, the adorable 
Immanuel, God with us; who came, in his 
Father's name, to reconcile us to God, to 
lead us to glory and eternal life, His 
amiable example of humility, obedience, 
and love, ſhines through all his actions, and 


Kioſk emphatically perſuades us to imitation, 
é Whence 
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Whence is it that ſuch amazing condeſcen- 
ſion, ſuch aſtoniſhing goodneſs, ſuch un- 
paralleled philanthropy, meet with ſo little 
regard and attention? ſo much ingratitude, - 


obſtinacy, and baſeneſs? Is it that men 


ſhut their eyes againſt conviction, and then 
plead want of evidence? Is it that they 
think themſelves ſufficient to their own 
happineſs, and that they are independent 
beings ? Or do they imagine themſelves to 


be of that conſequence in the creation, that 


their felicity 1s neceſſary to that of other 


beings? Ordo they think, that the Divine 
Being means not what he ſays, when he 


declares that without holineſs no man ſhall 
ſee the Lord; that the wicked, and all who 
live ungodlily, ſhall be turned into hell, and 
utterly deſtroyed ; that on him, who pa- 


tiently continues in well doing, and ſeeks 


for glory and honour, he will confer eter- 
nal life ; but upon every ſoul of man, that 
doeth evil, indignation and wrath, tribu- 
lation and anguiſh ? | 
When, by repeated acts of vice, habits 
are eſtabliſhed, conſcience hardened, the 
heart infected, the will perverted, and the 
judgment warped, man, the glory of the 
1 world, 
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world, the paragon of nature, ſinks in ruins, 
and ſets in darkneſs. Were this the gloomy 
exit of all the race of Adam, yet would the 
goodneſs of the Creator ſtill remain un- 
impaired. | 
For let it be conſidered, that if only one 
man had been created, veſted with full and 
ſufficient powers for improvement in know- 
ledge, in wiſdom, faith, and piety; and 
that his own induſtry, in the exerciſe of 
theſe powers, ſhould be made neceſſary to 
acquire ſuch a temper and diſpoſition of 
mind, as ſhould fit and qualify him for 
divine favour and eternal life : I fay, if a 
perſon ſo made and circumſtanced, with an 
unbiaſſed freedom of will and choice of | 
action (and that the Divine Power could l 
ſo make him, nobody can deny), ſhould, if 
notwithſtanding, neglect the inſtructions and 
commands of his Maker, and turn aſide to 
forbidden paths, the execution of ſuch an 
ingrate could never be chargeable with in- 
juſtice, impropriety, or want of goodneſs. 
Now as every man muſt bear his own 


burthen, as numbers make no alteration in 4 
the puniſhment inflicted on delinquents, and il 
the ſuffering of a multitude doth not add [| 

: e any 1 
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any degree of pain to each individual, it is 
the very ſame thing with reſpect to juſtice, 
whether one or a million ſuffer: for he 
who bad one exiſt, could as eaſily have 
commanded a million to do ſo. 

The only ſeeming difficulty that occurs 


to my mind (and which has probably pre- 
ſented itſelf to thouſands) is this: How can 
we reconcile it to the notions we have of 


perfect goodneſs in the Deity, and his de- 


ſire of happineſs to all his intelligent crea- 


tures, that any of them ſhould be placed 


in ſuch circumſtances, in which, he knew 


beforehand, that they would bring ruin 
upon themſelves? _ 


But when we conſider that, moſt afforedly, 
he has ſufficient power to- create rational 
beings with ſuch talents and capacities, and 
to furniſh them with ſuch means of knows» 
ledge, wiſdom, ftrength, and ability, as to 
make their future happineſs or miſery de- 
pend upon their own voluntary actions, 


which are as much and-as abſolutely free as 


if unforeknown : And when, at the fame 
time, we reflect that we have abundant 
evidence that this-is the true ſtate and con- 
dition of mankind then this great diffi- 

culty, 


ON FEILICITY, 157 


culty, like ten thouſand others, muſt be 
imputed to the weakneſs of our judgments, 

Jn. den of our allow underſtand- 

ings. 

Nay, ſhould angels, thoſe ſaperior e 

find the ſubject too deep for their reſearches, 


yet muſt the divine goodneſs, juſtice, and 


equity remain unimpeached ; becauſe theſe 
we underſtand, and ſee clearly a 
ed every day of our lives. 

Do not all who a& uprightly, and at- 
tend to the evidence of their ſenſes, feel 
the certainty of theſe truths ? Do not they 


experience ſuch ſeremty, delight, and in- 


ward ſatisfaction, as exclude all manner of 
doubt of the divine benignity, and good- 
will to his creatures ? 

Do not all who wilfully wank the 
rules of juſtice, truth, and goodneſs, feel 


their conſciences reproaching them, and 


telling them that they are doing wrong ? 


Nay, would not ſuch men be highly of- 


fended, if beforehand they ſhould be told, 
that they would act in ſuch a manner? 
which plainly proves that they are con- 
vinced of their own free agency. When, 
by a . courſe of bad actions, men depart 

more 
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more and more from the ſtreight line of 
truth, bewilder themſelves in difficulties; 
and form a character utterly incompatible 


with mutual truſt and confidence, ſocial 
happineſs, and univerſal benevolence ; then, 
finding themſelves quite unhappy, and in 
their minds ſuch obliquity and repugnance 


to the divine will, they ſoon proceed to 


juſtify their conduct, by taxing the itreſiſt- 
ible will of heaven with their treaſon. We 
ſhould ever remember, that good diſpoſi- 
tions, which are the fruits of obedience, 
like crops of corn in our fields, will not 
ſpring up without care, labour, and dili- 


| gence; but will moſt aſſuredly yield a rich 


harveſt, when cultivated with equal care 
and induſtry. Neither does it appear hard, 
that thoſe who will not labour in the vine- 


yard, ſhould not eat of the grapes. 


The greateſt obſtructions in the road of 
virtue are the croſs paths of our own vices. 


Inſtead of helping one another forward, by 
the force of wiſe counſel, and good ex- 


ample, men are continually corrupting one 
another, by every means of ſeduction in 
their power. 


When 
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When men of fine ſenſe, poliſhed man- 
ners, ſoft addreſs, ſparkling wit, and vaſt 


erudition, ſtand forth as champions for in- 


fidelity, and treat the Chriſtian religion as 
an idle dream, the vapour | of enthuſiaſm, 


the invention of deſigning prieſts, or craft 


of politicians, it is no wonder if inexpe- 
rienced youth and uncultivated minds, as 


well as the libertine and ſenſualiſt, follow 


the lead, and give a looſe to extravagance, 


riot, paſſion, and appetite. As, on the one 


hand, we can greatly advance and promote 
the welfare and felicity of one another ; ſo, 


on the other hand, we have power to injure, 


miſlead, and torment one another : though 


our power is, for wiſe and kind purpoſes, 


limited in both caſes; and our efforts often 


fruſtrated. Yet ſo much ſucceſs is per- 


mitted, as to make us ſenſible of our poſ- 


ſeſſing ſuch a power, and of the natural 


good effects of the one, and miſchievous 


conſequences of the other. 
Whatever intereſt and preſumptuous 


hope may ſuggeſt, truth and falſehood, 


good and evil, are unchangeable in their 


nature, and will, ſooner or later, moſt in- 
fallibly 
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fallibly produce their reſpective effects, in 
the conſciences of all free agents. 

We may deceive ourſelves, if we will, 
by ſubtle ſophiſtry, and artful colourings ; 
by arguments borrowed from our paſſions, 


or furniſhed by ingenious Literati : we may, 
if we will, deny the exiſtence of air, be- 


cauſe we cannot ſee it; the immenſity of 


ſpace, becauſe we cannot comprehend it; 
the union of ſoul and body, becauſe matter 


and ſpirit are eſſentially different in their 


natures ; but this our folly will make no 


difference in the truth of things; and can 
only ſerve to expoſe our own weakneſs, 
temerity, and blindneſs. 

If education were but properly directed, 
and young minds well principled with the 
love of truth, with piety to God, and af- 
fection to man; if theſe were enforced by 


good example, and the leading paſſions 


ſtrongly excited and wiſely pointed; what 


extenſive benefit to ſociety, as well as peace, 


joy, and happineſs to individuals, might we 
not then reaſonably expect! What a ſtrong 
guard would fear prove to inexperienced 
youth, if well directed, and properly culti- 


vated in their minds ? But the paſſion of fear 


is 
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is now generally looked upon as a bad in- 

mate, a troubleſome gueſt, and a reproach 
to a man of ſpirit. 

Hope, that lovely cherub, that beckons 
us to heaven, to partake of the repaſt of 
angels and indefectible felicity, is ſcouted 
at, treated with indignity and contempt, as 
a mercenary ſordid principle, unfit to ſti- 
mulate the mind to 0 and noble 
actions. 

Thus are the purpoſes of good to man 
defeated, and the mind's fair incloſure laid 
waſte to all the incurſions of the enemy; 
to all exceſſes of folly and vice. 

For the preſent mode of education does 
but foſter the ſeeds of pride, inſolence, 
ambition, domination, ſelfiſhneſs, rapine, 
luſt, and covetouſneſs: whilſt humility and 
piety, ſelf-denial and benevolence, the love 
of truth, juſtice, and gratitude, thoſe grace- 
ful ornaments of human nature, make no 
eſſential part of education; but only ſerve 
for ſpeculative men to exerciſe their talents 
of diſputation upon, or as beautiful ſtatues, 
or fine paintings, to ornament their libraries. 

But what is all the learning in the world, 

enriched with the whole circle of ſcience, 
M adorned 


| 
1 


8 -__ 
—_— * 


— — —[U— ens — 
3 —— 


3 


— 


— _ 
gs. DAY Rat 
ry 
— — 


A 
r 


— Z — 


— 


- — 0 = ©” 


— + Ae Zan; 1 ng es 


Us — 


— — : | Pew aa, oe the a 
— 2 * *. NN = — 2 Wy — - — * 89 
Gs . ng wi Pa OPER a> > pn — — 
; a — 


5 8 
A 
e 


AT 


EN ITO NET Ss 


N 8 hos - 4 Ov att 
e . ry fo RG, 


* Res * > n 


* 
1 
7 
4. 
* 
* 
1 
5 
* 
. 
1 
9 
4 
ky 
5 
' on 
x; 
O07 
: 
: 
E * 
1 


162 ON FELICITY. 


adorned with all the flowers of eloquence, 
graceful attitude, and nervous diction ; what 
the envied height of regal power, and im- 
perial dignity ; what the glory of conqueſt, 
when rapid ſucceſs like an impetuous ſtorm 
bears down all before it: I ſay, what are 
all theſe, compared to the true Chriſtian 
temper, to that complexion of mind which 
manifeſts undiſſembled love to God, and uni- 
verſal good-will to mankind ; which plainly 
diſcovers inflexible honeſty, invincible in- 
tegrity, incorruptible ſincerity, and unat- 
fected humility? Theſe, compared to the 
former, are as. gold to braſs, as ſubſtance 
to a ſhadow, or meridian day to the ſcin- 
tillations of a ſmoaking brand. 
It is Chriſtianity that beſt teaches us to 
control the paſſions, regulate the affections, 
and ſubjugate the will to the dictates of 
reaſon, or, in other words, to the divine 
pleaſure. = 
Highly honoured as we are with the in- 
valuable privilege of goſpel light, we ſhould 
make it our buſineſs, the great and impor- 
tant buſineſs of our lives, to walk in this 
light; the ſure and only infallible guide 


through this world to a better. 5 
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If any queſtion the truth of this advice, let 


them take the ſuffrages of every one, through - 


every age, who hath faithfully made the ex- 
periment ; and they will find all of them con- 
curring in aſſerting that there is no deception 
in the promiſes and precepts of the goſpel ; 
that all its ways are ways of pleaſantneſs, 
and all its paths peace ; that great peace 
have all thoſe who love God's laws, and 
nothing ſhall offend them ; that the peace 
of God paſſeth all underſtanding ; that a 
humble upright mind is the honoured ha- 
bitation of the Deity. And though thoſe 
who will live godlily muſt expect perſecu- 
tion, from men of a contrary diſpoſition ; 
yet they will all teſtify their firm perſuaſion 
that the ſufferings of this preſent life are 


not worthy to be compared with that glory 


which awaits their victorious triumph it into 
heaven, 
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Some Tours on the Sy- 
PREME BEING. 


HE ſublimeſt idea that can enter the 
human underſtanding is that of God, 
the high and lofty one who inhabiteth eter- 
nity, the creator, benefactor, and governor 


of the univerſe. His perfections beggar all 


deſcription, and his glory is too reſplendent 
for angelic viſion. The word Gop is a 
relative term, and like thoſe of Father, 
Maſter, Lord, and King, denotes authority 
and power. It doth not always import the 
ſame preciſe meaning, but varies according 
to the occaſion of its introduction, or the 
obvious ſenſe of the words connected with 
it: As, for inſtance, There are gods many, 
and lords many: J ſaid, ye are gods, but Je 
ſhall die like men. The unalienable name is 
JrnovaAn, known to the Hebrew nation 


only, when idolatry had infected all the 


world beſides. 
To think worthily of TRE we ſhould 
conſider what in ourſelves is moſt amiable 


1 


ON THE SUPREME BEING. 165 


and excellent, after our higheſt attainment 
in knowledge, wiſdom, power, and good- 
neſs; which, added to angelic perfection, 
with infinitude to each perfection, is the 
higheſt we can go in the ſcale of divine 
knowledge : and with this we muſt be 
content till mortality be ſwallowed up of 
life, and our unimbodied ſouls, freed from 
all our preſent imperfections and errors, 
ſhall awake in the likeneſs of our Re- 
deemer, and know as we are known. 

It is the being weak as children, to ima- 
gine that the great Sovereign of the uni- 
verſe can be ſeen, as we ſee one another. 
Our minds ſtagger under the very ſhadow 
of the divine ubiquity. . The bare conſi- 
deration of ſpace is too much for our feeble 
powers. Could we ſuppoſe the whole ocean 
to be divided into fingle drops, and to be 
ſo ſeparated as to equal the diſtance of the 
fixed ſtars from our world; we ſhould ſtill 
find ourſelves ( when got beyond them) 
only upon the threſhold or entrance of its 
unbounded theatre. We ought to be fa- 
tisfied with ſeeing God in his magnificent 

works; hearing him in his holy word; and 
feeling his preſence, in his paternal good- 
M 3 neſs, 
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neſs, the evidence of which accumulates 
every day, and, to an attentive pious man, 
exceeds that of his ſenſes. Our ſenſes often 
deceive us, and demand the frequent con- 
ſultation of our reaſon, before we can cre- 
dit their report; but the evidence which 
reaſon affords is the higheſt and moſt 
convincing that the mind of man can de- 
fire. 10 

It is owing to the cloudy exhalations of 
reſtleſs controverſy, and the ſooty vapours 
of peſtilential vice, that the mental horizon 
appears ſo dark, and the truth of things lies 
almoſt buried in obſcurity. Doubtleſs there 
are certain bounds to the underſtandings of 


all created beings; and angels themſelves 


may juſtly be charged with folly, when 
they venture to the extent of their abilities, 
in judging of objects too great, or too re- 
mote, for their comprehenſion and view, 
So, likewiſe, it is with men of the greateſt 
capacity: they err, as readily as children, 
whenever they venture on the confines and 
extremity of their intellectual abilities; 
where the veil of obſcurity renders objects 
as equivocal to the mental eye, as the 


$4 duſky 
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duſky evening ſhade doth objects to the 
corporeal eye. 

If the ſacred name of God were duly 
conſidered, it would fill the humble pious 
mind with awful reverence, filial fear, and 
grateful love: it would confound hypocriſy, 
and with its weight cruſh to atoms the 
thorns of pride and infidelity. For men, 
whoſe higheſt glory it is to celebrate their 
creator's name in the moſt exalted ſtrains 
of adoration and praiſe; for them to uſe it 
irreverently, as an expletive, a ſtop-gap 
to vacuity of thought, to round their pe- 
riods, to uſher in their own importance, or 
to toſs it about on the froth of indignant 
wit; is ſuch. depravity, ſuch a deviation 
from the path of duty, as ſmells 'rank of 
atheiſtical infection, and plainly indicates 
ſymptoms of mortification and danger, big 
with death. 
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Some Thou HTS on the Sa- 
VIOUR of the Wok lp. 


f j \HE various names or appellations of 


our Lord, which we meet with in the 


ſacred writings, are declarative of his miſ- 


ſion, or reſpect the characters and offices 


which he ſuſtained upon earth. CHRIST, 


denotes the promiſed Meſſiah, the anointed 
King of the tribe of Judah, concerning 
whom all the ancient prophets gave teſti- 
mony, and of whoſe kingdom there ſhall be 
no end. Jesvs, ſignifies the Saviour, whoſe 
victory over death was adumbrated in that 
early conſolatory promiſe to our firſt parents, 
that the ſeed of the woman ſhould bruiſe 
the ſerpent's head, by reinſtating all man- 
kind in a ſtate of ſalvation. As death is 
the wages of ſin, ſo eternal life is the gift 


of God by Jeſus Chriſt; and all who live 


by faith in him will undoubtedly inberit 
it. He was the great propitiatory ſacrifice, 
the Lamb of God that taketh away the ſin 
of the world. Sox or Gop, denotes. his 

ee - 
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high original and dignity ; Son or Man, 
his condeſcenſion, humility, and humanity. 
In a leſs eminent ſenſe, Adam was ſtiled 
the ſon of God, and* good men are deno- 
minated the children of God ; which terms 


imply diſtinguiſhed favour, high honour, 


freedom of will, and a capacity for a glo- 
rious immortality. EMMANUEL, or Gop 
wiTH Us, is ſtrongly expreſſive of divine 
goodneſs and condeſcenſion to mankind, in 
ſending one in our nature to reform the 
world, who acted in every thing agreeable 
to the divine will. 


When our Lord took upon him the na- 


ture of man, he became ſubject to all the 


ſinleſs infirmities to which we are expoſed : 


he experienced our wants, and entered freely 


into our circumſtances, the better to effect 


our good, and influence us to righteouſneſs, 


truth, and holineſs, to the love of God and 
all mankind, We have no warrant, from 
revelation, to ſuppoſe that, when he laid 
aſide the glory which he had with his Fa- 
ther before the world began, and became 
man, he retained a conſcious remembrance 
of his pre- exiſtence. He probably acted 
upon the theatre of the world juſt as a per- 
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fectly good mind might be ſuppoſed to act, 
though all former events were obliterated 
from its memory. We are told that, as 
he grew in ſtature, he grew in favour with 
God and man. His wiſdom and ſagacity 
were early conſpicuous; for, at the age of 
twelve years, he excited the admiration of 
the learned Rabbis. Though the Jews, 
through their vain traditions, prejudices, 
and love of power, miſtook the prophetic 
deſcription of our Lord, he did not; but 
ſaw them all accompliſhing in himſelf. 

Is it poſſible to conceive of any method 
ſo likely to reform a vicious world; to re- 
claim the diſobedient to the wiſdom of the 
juſt; to ſubdue the pride of man, and 
throw contempt upon all worldly power, 
riches, grandeur, and ſenſual pleaſure, when 
purſued at the expence of truth, juſtice, 
righteouſneſs, and goodneſs ; as fo great a 
perſonage ſtooping to the loweſt circum- 
ſtances of humanity, and freely enduring 
poverty, ſelf-denial, reproach and death, 
for us? If righteouſneſs, truth, and holineſs 
are eſſential to the felicity of man, ſurely 
they never could appear more amiable, more 
engaging, or be more powerfully recom- 

15 mended 
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mended to the practice of men, Though 
rich, he became poor ; though Lord of all, 
he became ſervant to all; that he might 
deftroy the works of darkneſs, free rebels 
from ſlavery, and make them heirs of ever- 
laſting glory and happineſs. 

As goodneſs of heart requires freedom 
and choice. of ation, ſo we muſt never 
imagine that the Divine Power will make 
any one good, but by the uſe of thoſe 
means he has thought proper to appoint. 
If we will but obey the commands of our 
Maker, the love of truth, righteouſneſs and 
goodneſs will moſt aſſuredly follow the 
practice: but a contrary courſe of action 
will produce a contrary diſpoſition of mind. 

By our Lord's exemplary and benevolent 
conduct through life, and his meek and 
patient ſuffering of an ignominious and 
painful death, he hath taught us, in the 
ſtrongeſt -manner, to deny ourſelves for the 
good of others; and to prefer rectitude of 
conduct, and the approbation of God, be- 
fore all earthly enjoyments. 

At the time of our Lord's appearance 
upon earth, the Jewiſh religion, like a 
field of corn overrun with weeds, was, by 

numerous 


172 soME THOUGHTS ON 


numerous traditions, falſe gloſſes, and er- 
roneous expectations of worldly power, 
greatly obſcured and injured. The ſame 
prejudices, remaining with the Jews to this 
day, will account for that veil which ſtill 
hinders their diſcerning the completion of 
thoſe {cripture prophecies which related to 
the coming of the Meſſiah. 

Much in the ſame manner 1s the valley 
of chriftianity defaced, and its excellent 


| precepts and doctrines perverted, or ren- 


dered of no effect, by the junction of civil 
and eccleſiaſtical power. It is now more 
than a thouſand years ſince the Chriſtian 
world hath experienced the dire effect of 
ſuch an unnatural coalition. The greateſt 
abuſe is in the church of Rome, becauſe 


there hath reſided the greateſt power; and 


could the power of that church be extend- 
ed according to its will, all the world would 
be held in chains, or burnt for hereſy. As 
well may the lamb and wolf yoke together, 
the dove and hawk unite in friendſhip, as 
the meek and humble ſpirit of Chriſtianity 
dwell with pontifical pride and prieſtly do- 


mination. No wonder that deiſm is ob- 


ſerved to make ſo great a progreſs, when men 


of 
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of ſenſe ſee religion become ſo frequently, 


in the hands of power, an engine of cru- 
elty, a ladder for ambition, and a . 
horſe for the paſſions. 


As the bulk of mankind take their robs 


gion upon truſt, ſo, when once eſtabliſhed, 


they are as obſtinately tenacious as their 


teachers would wiſh them. 

If men would not affect to be wiſe above 
what is written, they would not torture the 
ſcriptures to ſpeak their own erroneous 
ſenſe. A ſpirit of humility and meekneſs 
vVvould teach them to forbear ſevere cenſures 


and bold anathemas againſt men, whoſe 


only crime is that of thinking for them- 
ſelves, and making uſe of that liberty which 
no man upon earth has any right to take 
from them. 5 
As to the bold aſſertions and vrefavpta- 
ous enquiries concerning the ſpiritual na- 
ture of our Lord, the hypoſtatical union, 
the aſſumption of the human nature to the 
Divine, trinitarian identity, the neceſſity 


that infinite perfection ſhould ſuffer to ex- 


piate infinite guilt, and a thouſand more 


ſubtle perplexing diſtinctions, which only 


tend 
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tend to darken the path of Chriſtianity, 


and ſtumble thoſe who are willing to em- 
brace the truth; it is high time to be quit 


of ſuch ſtumbling - blocks, and to open 


wide the gates of ſalvation to all mankind. 


The plain and ſimple truth is this: The 


Saviour of the world, our Lord and Maſter, 


Jeſus Chriſt, was ſent from heaven to exe- 


cute the divine will, of mercy and falva- 
tion, to all humble penitent ſinners. He 


came (if we will believe himſelf) not in 


his own name, or to do his own will, but 
the will of his Father. As he came veſted 
with the authority and power of God, ſo 
he had a juſt title to the name Emmanuel, 


or God with us; and, in that ſenſe, the 


reply was exceeding proper which he made 
to Philip, who weakly alked to ſee the 
Father : Do not you yet know me, Phi- 
« lip? He that hath ſeen me, hath ſeen 
e the Father alſo.” This is clear and plain 
reaſoning, to men who will but lay by their 
prepoſſeſſions, and attend honeſtly to the 
ſpirit of the goſpel : but pride and prejudice 


have always been too hard for common 


ſenſe. 
As 
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As we have the ſcriptures in our own hands, 
and can go to the fountain-head for divine 
knowledge, inſtruction, and wiſdom ; ſo it 
will be our own fault if we confound our | 
underſtandings with the intoxicating cur- 
rent of ſyſtematic ſchool divinity, or turn 
aſide to any human authority in point of | 
faith : being commanded, by the voice of | 
Truth, to call no man father upon earth. | 
If the ſacred writings are fairly tranſlated, 
every honeſt inquirer after truth will there 
find the divine will much better revealed, 
than in bodies of divinity, ſynods, convo- 
cations, creeds, councils, and gloſſaries. 
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A* Benevolint Being, ſent bebt heaven 
for good to man, and veſted with 
ample powers to execute his commiſſion, 
may very properly be ſtyled the Holy 
Ghoſt, or Spirit, of God; becauſe, he acts 
according to the divine will in all his pro- 
ceedings and intercourſe with men: and, 
for us, fooliſhly and preſumptuouſly, to at- 
þ tempt more knowledge of his nature than 
is revealed muſt, doubtleſs, grieve him, 
and be highly offenſive to that Being, by 
3 whoſe authority he acts, and, like gazing 
| at the ſun, muſt end in darkneſs. Let us, 
5 therefore, be not only content, but thank- 
ful, for that degree of knowledge which 
+ is imparted to us in ſacred writ, mad with 
. what we derive from his divine influence 
upon our hearts and lives, when we hum- 
bly addreſs the throne of grace for aſſiſtance 
in our duty, and for wiſdom to do what is 
moſt agreeable to the divine will. As this 
appears our wiſeſt conduct, fo it will not 
expoſe 
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expoſe us to the mazy labyrinths of error, 
confuſion, and perplexity, which the pride 
of man would lead us into. If we may 
judge from the general propenſity of man- 
kind, in all ages of the world, to idolatry, 
it is more than probable that had men de- 
monſtrative evidence of the preſence and 
kind offices of this divine perſonage, they 
would run into the groſſeſt abſurdities of 
folly and ſuperſtition, and render ſuch ho- 
nours to that heavenly meſſenger as are due 
only to the Supreme ** 
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Tov GHTS on the” great Enemy 
8 of Mankind. 
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S it is a reaſonable delite; to form juſt. 


' ſentiments of thoſe inviſible beings by 
whom diſobedience, and its conſequent train 
of evils, and even death itſelf, were firſt 
introduced into this world : fo we have the 
oracle of truth to help us, and need not 
fear any error, if we keep cloſe to that 
unerring guide in our reſearches. Neither 
have we any cauſe to apprehend any hurt- 
ful miſtake, if we purſue the deductions of 
reaſon, with modeſty and diffidence. 

The word Devil occurs often in ſcripture, 
and, according to the definition of the learn- 
ed, ſignifies, an accuſer of the brethren. 
Satan, An Adverſary, The Prince of Darkneſs, 
The Prince of the Power of the Air, The Prince 
of Hell, are all different names for the ſame 
evil ſpirit, expreſſive of his power, qualities, 
and locality, as well as of his authority 
over other ſpirits of the ſame revolted na- 
ture, who are ſtiled his angels or meſſen- 

gers. 


3 
Re 
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gers. Whether theſe beings exiſted, and 
fell from their allegiance, before or fince 
the creation of the world, is not certain 
but the preſumption is in favour of the latter 
opinion : becauſe it is difficult to ſuppoſe 
that a new race of innocent inexperienced 
creatures, juſt brought into exiſtence, ſhould 
be expoſed to ſeduction, by the ſubtilty of 


inviſible, powerful, malignant beings. But if 


vue conſider theſe beings as belonging to this 
ſyſtem, endued with all powers neceſſary for 
the ſervice of mankind, and appointed to 
that ſtation by the Son of God, to whom 
the government as well as the formation of 
the world was given; and that the act of 
tempting Eve was the firſt overt act of 
Satan's rebellion and diſobedience ; (whether 
induced thereto by a diſlike to ſuch ſervice, 
when he contemplated his own ſuperior 
powers, and the humiliating circumſtance 


of attending creatures but one degree above 


the brutes of the field, is only conjecture) 
in this view all appears rational, natural, 
and eaſy; unembarraſſed with ſcholaſtic dif- 
ficulties, and unincumbered with the duſt 
of venerable antiquity. 
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Though theſe apoſtate ſpirits are in- 
viſible as air, they may yet inhabit bodies 
of refined æther, as much as our ſpirits 
dwell in refined earth. We learn, by the 
voice of truth, that they, as well as we, 
ſhall be reſerved to the judgment of the 
great day; that the devil left his firſt ſta- 
tion, abuſed his power, and actuated the 
ſubtileſt beaſt of the field to perpetrate the 
ruin of mankind. He appears to have 
been well acquainted with the fituation and 


circumſtances of our firſt parents; and could 


probably foreſee (if obedient) an innumer- 


able race of immortal beings emerging into 


exiſtence, with capacities and powers im- 
proveable beyond any thing himſelf poſ- 
ſeſſed; and that the felicity of theſe beings 
would be a crown of glory to the Son of 
God, by whoſe arte en the world was 
made. | 


Since the rebellion of the apoſtate ſpirits 


their power is greatly leſſened, and under 
ſuch reſtrictions as ſuit their and our cir- 
cumftances ; which reſtriftions are repre- 
ſented to us under the figure of chains of 
darkneſs. During our Saviour's abode up- 
on earth, they ſeem to have had a more 
| 5 = than 
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3 
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than common, degree of power ; but yet it 
was ſo limited, that they could not even 
enter into a herd of ſwine without leave; 
And as to the particular perſons who ſut- 
fered, for a time, by thoſe evil inmates, 
we may be well aſſured that, in the end, 
they would be no loſers. The evil which 
was done was more than compenſated by 
the ocular Þ monſtration of a ſuperior power, 
and the frequent occaſion given to our Lord 
to convince his ſervants that the devils were 
ſubject to him. 

Is it not probable that, in the primary 
conſtitution and arrangement of the affairs 
of this world, the fallen ſpirits had the 
department of inflicting pains, diſeaſes, and 
death upon all ſuch human beings, as ſhould 
be found tranſgrefling the divine law: and 
that, had they waited till any of the human 
race had (unſeduced) violated that rule of 
conduct, their pleaſure, in executing divine 
vengeance againſt fin, would have been 
juſtified by divine authority? But to tempt 
mankind for the ſake of that pleaſure, or 
becauſe they did not like their ſtation, or 
from any other ſelfiſh motive, muſt have 
been higaly.. criminal, however ſecretly 

N 3, tranſ- 
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tranſacted, or pleaſing in proſpect. This 
office they ſeem till in poſſeſſion of, and 
to perform its functions with avidity, on 
all the children of diſobedience, who are 
unſheltered by divine goodneſs, or who, for 


wiſe purpoſes, are permitted to feel the rod 


of affliction. 

As the beſt authority informs us that 
out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, fo 
we muſt not throw our guilt upon the 
devil, and impute to him the wicked ima- 
ginations we complain of. That he has 
ſome degree of power and acceſs to our 
minds, ſeetns to be the ſenſe of ſacred writ; 


becauſe we are told that, if we refiſt, he 
will flee from us; that he is the accuſer of 


the brethren; and that, like a beaſt of prey, 
he goes about, ſeeking whom he may de- 


vour. But of this we may be very certain, 


that the power which is for us, is greater 
than that which is againſt us; and that, if 
we are not wanting to ourſelves, we ſhall 
be more than conquerors, through him who 
loved us, and gave himſelf for us. We 
ſhould conſider that the temptations of the 
devil do not make us ſinners, but only teſt 
and try the diſpoſition of our minds: As 
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in Job, whoſe virtue and patience were 
proof againſt the tempter, and turned out 


to his own advantage and eternal honour. 


In Peter's caſe, confidence of his own 
ſtrength made the trial highly proper, to 
cure him of his preſumption, and convince 
him of his miſtake and weakneſs ; but the 


denial of his maſter being the effe& of 


fear, he was mercifully forgiven, and, after 
converſion, was better able to ſtrengthen 
the brethren, and inſtruc mankind in the 
duties of Ray and diffidence. 
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Dev. is a ord of various Gonification't in 
the ſeripture, and derives its determi- 
nate meaning from the occaſion, or circum- 
Nance, of its introduction; or from its con- 
nection or reference: as in the following 
paſſages, Day unto day uttereth eech; and, 


After eight days the diſciples came together 


again, &c. the term plainly denotes the na- 
tural day, of twenty-four hours. But the day 
of grace, day of judgment, day of proſperity, 
mean portions of time unknown to us ; and 
yet convey all the intelligence on the ſub- 
ject that could be uſeful. So, with regard 
to our firſt parents, in the day thou eateſt 
thereof, &c. the length of that day was 
kindly concealed from them, (probably one 
thouſand years) that ſo great an interval of 


time, between the act of diſobedience and 


execution of the ſentence, ſhould have no 
preſumptive influence or encouragement ; 
as they could not tell but immediate exe- 
cution would follow. When we are told 


of 
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of creation being finiſhed in fx days, and 
that God reſted on the ſeventh day, I pre- 
ſume we are not to conclude that ſeven 
ſolar days are meant, or portions of time 
conſiſting of twenty-four hours, and that 


the Creator, like ourſelves, was tired of this 
labour but that this manner of relating 


the hiſtory of creation was in condeſcenſion 


to our manner of ſpeaking, and conveyed 


all the intelligence, which was proper for 


us to know, of that great event. No 
| doubt, the time employed therein was ſuit- 
able to the powers and capacities of his 
miniſtring ſpirits; at the head of whom 
preſided the Lord our Saviour, and our 


Redeemer, - 
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ON DREAMS. 


HOUGH dreams come, as Solomon 


fays, through a multiplicity of buſi- 
neſs, ſo that the noiſy impreſſions of the 


day are, as it were, reverberated by theſe 


echoes of the night; yet dreams may be 


conſidered as mental looking-glaſſes, ex- 
hibiting the true lineaments and complexion 
of the mind. For notwithſtanding what 
generally paſſes through our minds, when 
we fleep, is confuſed, incoherent, a jumble 


of inconſiſtences, fleeting ſhadows of our 
waking thoughts, or the wild excurſions of 


diſtempered imagination; ; yet, when the 


ſoul's manſion is in a ſound ſtate of health 


and vigour, and moral ſubjects come under 
conſideration, ſuch ſtrength and force of 


reaſoning, ſuch clear and judicious deciſions, 


are ſometimes obſerved in dreams, as are 
hardly exceeded by the beſt efforts of our 
waking thoughts. Sometimes, in our dreams, 
we ſeem to be converſing freely with de- 
parted friends, without being ſenſible of 

their 
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ON DREAMS. 187 
their deceaſe; recollecting every thing but : 
that important circumſtance, which, by ſome 
means or other, is abſolutely concealed from 
us. Hence we fee, that there may be op- 
portunities of exercifing our virtues, and 
trying our tempers, on ſome occaſions, in 
our ſleep, as effectually as when awake, 
and perhaps more ſo; becauſe having then 
only ſuch a partial knowledge of things re- 

lative to the ſubject, as would be proper 
for the fulleſt trial of our integrity, or true 

diſpofition of our minds, nothing could 
hinder the will from acting with a moſt 
perfect freedom: and who can ſay that the 
temptation of our Lord was not of this 
kind? As many perſons would be ſhocked 
at their own deformity, if this rule were 
admitted as a certain criterion or index of 
the mind, ſo it will not appear ſtrange if 
ſuch people deny it abſolutely. But if they 
would only conſider how many of their 
good actions, traced to their ſpring-head, 
would be found to ariſe from reputation, 
fame, opinion of the world, and ſome tem- 
poral advantage, real or apparent; and how 
many evil actions are prevented by the laws 
of the land, and fear of puniſhment ; pro- 
bably 
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188 o DREAMS» 
bably they would, upon a faithful ſurvey, 


find little cauſe to be enamoured with che 
complexion of their own minds. 

- Let any one honeſtly examine himſelf, 
and try whether what he really loves or 
hates, when awake, he ever found contr: 


dicted in his ſleep. Does the miſer- ever. 
dream of acts of generoſity and benevolence?. 
the ſenſualiſt, of ſelf-denial ? the atheiſt, of 
praying to his Maker ? the hypocrite, of 
acts of religious ſimplicity ? Do the vain and 
inſolent ever cordially embrace contentment. 
in rags? Do the devotees of pleaſure ſacri- 
fice to virtue? or does the tongue of falſe- 
hood ever boggle at a lie? Theſe inſtances, 
amongſt many others, may ſerve as teſts of 
the truth of this propoſition, that dreams 


are often faithful mirrors of the mind. 
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On FEAR. 


H OUGH Fear is an unwelcome | 
gueſt, of à rueful countenance, and 


. appearance, it is, notwith- 


ſtanding, a delegate of Heaven, an uſeful 


attendant, and the great palladium, of in- 


nocence. It is a vigilant centinel, ſtationed | 
on the confines of danger, to give the alarm 
on the approach of an enemy, and guard 


its charge from hoſtile invaſions. 


_ Youth and inexperience are its more pe- 


culiar care, its moſt important concern, and 
the conſtant objects of its regard and pro- 
tection. Though long treated as an ene- 
my, a cruel inmate, tyrant, and perſecutor; 
yet, undiſmayed, it faithfully executes the 
divine beheſts, nor ever ſhrinks from duty, 
till the auxiliary forces of education, ex- 
ample, and cuſtom, counteract the grace of 
Heaven, ſap the mounds of ſafety, and 
proſcribe the faithful guard. Then, no 
wonder if ſcouted timidity yield the palm 


to audacity, and weaknels fall a prey to 


violence, 
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THE Man or PrrtasuRE, 
A Man of Pleaſure is a child of gy, 
an unbridled animal, a court ſavage ; 
the dupe of fancy, ſlave of vice, and foe 
of reaſon. 
He is the fork of diſſipation, the crutch 
of avarice, and bane of innocence. 


Softened to effeminacy on the lap of ma- 
ternal indulgence, and fluſhed with the 
poliſh of ſuperficial embelliſhments, he 


ſhudders at the rigid diſcipline of virtue ; 
and ſhrinks at the thought of aſcending the 


bill of manly ſcience, though for the repaſt 


of angels. 

He treads upon ice, tram ples upon pro- 

perty, deifies the brute, and dances blind- 
fold upon a precipice. 

His breath is contagious, his 1 

a ſnare, ſelf his center, and his creed an- 

nihilation. | 
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THE Woman or PLEASURE. 


A Fine Woman of Pleaſure is an angel 
g imbruted, the pink of faſhion, the 
mirror of vanity, and vortex of miſchief. 
She has a ſyren's voice, a crocodile $ 
tears, and a peacock's pride. 
Like a ſun-beam in the clouds, ſhe is 
gay, fickle, and delufive ; common as air, in- 
conſtant as the wind, and conſuming as fire. 
She is like a poiſonous variegated flower, 
raiſed in a hot-bed, and grafted on a roſe- 
—_— 
Though ſmooth as oil to the mouth, ſhe 
is hellebore to the brain, and arſenick to 
the bowels. 
Like the inſidious ſpider, s endende her 
net, ſucks to death unwary fugitives, and 
triumphs in the deſtruction of thouſands. 
She reſembles a light painted frigate, 
without helm or ballaſt, with colours ſtream- 
ing, and a rotten bottom, under full ſail to 
deſtruction, where froth, ſtench, and dark - 
neſs, cloſe the ſcene. 
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ON INGRATITUDE. 


NGRATITUDE is an adventitious ex- 
creſcence of a depraved will, or the ſpu- 


rious production of injuſtice and pride. 


Parental indulgence, and ſcholaſtic remiſſ- 


neſs foſter the baneful exotic; and i impiety, 
ignorance, and covetouſneſs, give vigour, 


ſtability, and maturity to its growth. 
When ſtript of all diſguiſe, it is an object 
ſo deformed, ſo monſtrous, unnatural, and 


odious, as to be univerſally deteſted and 


execrated by mankind. 
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On PRIDE. 


RIDE is the leproſy of the ſoul, the 
bane of friendſhip, the plague of earth, 
wy deteſtation of Heaven. 


It is the vortex of hell, the triumph of 
Lucifer, and ſhibboleth of the "I 
crew. 
| It is a perfidious inmate, tyrannical and 

_ oppreſſive; and, ſerpent like, I irritated, 
will wound itſelf. 


Like bubbles inflated with air, the more 
it (wells, the ſooner it burſts. 


Pride is the root of confuſion, 
The apex of folly, 
And center of deluſion. 
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O INFIDELIT V. 


NFIDELITY, like Nova Zembla, is 


a wild, dreary, inhoſpitable region, en- 
veloped with darkneſs one half of the year, 
and expoſed to tremendous dangers the other. 


However, as the frozen climate is not quite 
uſeleſs to mankind, but gives employment 
ſtrength, and vigor, to an uſeful body of 
men, as well as affords oil to our lamps, 


and whalebone for our whips ; ſo the levia- 
thans of infidelity, when ſkilfully diſſected, 
and judiciouſly preſſed, yield a kind of 


æthereal ſpirit, wonderfully efficacious in 
chaſing away cabaliſtical darkneſs, ſuper- 


ſtitious gloom, and monkiſh deluſion. It 


hath, likewiſe, an admirably ſtimulating 


quality, very uſeful to rouſe nodding theo- 


logiſts, and awaken ecclefiaſtical watch- 
men, to vigilance, care, and diligence. The 


file of oppoſition does but brighten -the - 


. Chriſtian's armour, and diſcover its ſtrength. 
But the only authorized weapons of our 


Chriſtian leaders are, ſtrong-nerved reaſon, 
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ſun-clad truth, and filver-tongu'd perſua- 
fion ; which, when duly tempered in the 
glowing heat of goſpel benevolence, no 
power can reſiſt. The poiſon'd ſhafts of 
deiſtical wit ſpend their ſtrength in air; 
and detected ſophiſtry, gloomy ſuperſtition, 
and enthuſiaſtic frenzy ſhrink, like ſpectres 
at the approach of day; or are like ſullen 
beaſts of prey that growl at the ſun, and 


to their dens retire. But when, under the 
ſanction of religion, pontifical pride, jeſui- 


tical caſuiſtry, and prelatical domination 
wriggle themſelves into power ; uſurp the 
ſeat of omnipotence, diſpenſe. with its laws, 


controul the right of private judgment, 


hoodwink conſcience, and dragoon men 
to obedience : when, from the meridian of 


ſpiritual tyranny, inquiſitorial execrations, 


vatican bulls, eccleſiaſtical canons, and ful- 
minating anathemas reverberate through 
the vaulted domes of ſuperſtition, ſo loud 
as to ſhake the very pillars of human li- 
berty, and out- bruit the fiery eruptions of 
that type of Rome, Veſuvius: I ſay, when 


aſſuming ecclefiaſticks, to maintain their 


uſurpation, will move heaven and earth to 
a mankind, burning mens bodies for 
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% on INFIDELITY, 
the good of their ſouls; wading. through 


rivers of blood, to convince. the world of 
their love to mankind ; compaſſing ſea and 
land to make a proſelyte; and then blaſ- 
phemouſly pretending a commiſſion from 
heaven, ſet the divine ſeal to deeds of. exe- 
cration; it is no wonder to ſee men of ſenſe 


ſhocked at ſuch proceedings, and recoil at 


actions ſo abominably flagitious. 
But in this picture of deformity, there is 
not ſo much as one lineament of we N 


countenance. 


It is the glory of Chriſtianity to enable 
its votaries to overcome the world, by hu- 
mility, meekneſs, patience, forgiveneſs of 
injuries, benevolence, truth, and righte- 
ouſneſs. The kingdom of Chriſt is not 
founded in ſtate-policy, on the falſe max- 
ims of the world, - ambition, . domination, 
conqueſt, riches, ſplendid honours, or ſen- 
ſual pleaſures, but on righteouſneſs, vera- 


city, purity, fimplicity, holineſs, and good- 


neſs; on love to God, and love to man, 


Truth and falſchood, light and darkneſs, 
ſweet and bitter, health and ſickneſs, are 
not more repugnant, incompatible, and con- 
tarp in their nature, than the junction of 


vis worldly 


ON INFIDELITY, 197 


worldly wiſdom and goſpet fitnplicity : from 
whence” we may juſtly conclude that thoſe 


churches which” are moſt connected with 
princely power, temporal immunities, riches, 


pomp, and fi plendor, are the moſt corrupted, 
degenerated, and defiled, and ſtand at the 
greateſt remove from n e N 
and original purity.” 2 eee 
As there is in ch mud of man a 
ſtrong tincture of enthuſiaſm, or a warm 
zeal for whatever his underſtanding recom- 
mends; ſo this is not confined to the de- 
votees of religion, but diſcovers itſelf in 
all ranks and orders of men; and in none 
more than in free-thinkers or unbelievers, 
whoſe underſtanding no ſooner whiſpers to 
them that all religion is a farce, ſtate policy, 
invention of prieſts, or dreams of weak, 
viſionary, timorous mortals, but their minds 
ſwell with their own ſagacity and conſcious 
ſuperiority, grow warm in the cauſe of infi- 
delity, and look dovn, with a mixture of pity 
and contempt, upon the humble ſupplicant 
on his bended knees, offering up his grateful 
Praiſe, and fervent prayers, to the great 


Sovereign of the univerſe. | Thefe men of 


ene ſenſe, as they would be thought, 
5 O 3 i ſhould, 
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ſhould, upon their own principles, be very 
careful to avoid what they fo freely eon- 


demn in others; viz. a blind credulity, a 
haſty concluſion, and taking things upon 
truſt. Are they ſure that they know what 
Chriſtianity is? Have they honeſtly gone 


to the ſpring-head for information,” un- 


biaſſed by paſſion or prejudice ? Have they 
critically examined the life, death, doctrine, 
precepts and principles of the Chriſtian 
law-giver ? Or, have they formed their 


judgment on councils, fathers, creeds, and 
ſyſtems of divinity ; on the corruptions: of 
our holy faith, and the excentric motions and 


inconſiſtent practices of ſome profeſſed Chriſ- 
tians? If this be the caſe, they certainly 
deceive themſelves, combate phantoms for 


__ realities, ſteer their courſe oy a fallacious 


chart, and build upon ſand. 8 
Where is the boaſted Waden of ſuch 

men, who thus plume themſelves with the 

rotten rags of a painted harlot, or raven 


feathers of gloomy ſuperſtition, and then cro r 
Victory? If evidence for the truth of Chriſ- 
tianity is really what they want; not for 


ſpeculation, not for diſputation, not to at- 


tack it with. more ſucceſs, but to embrate 
011 8 it 
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it cordially. and to yield obedience to its 


laws, doctrines, and precepts; then ſuch 
proof, ſuch ſtrength of evidence, is at hand, 
as will give full and ample ſatisfaction, even 
to the moſt ſceptical enquirers : for it is no 
leſs than demonſtration itſelf. ? 
Let them, only by way of ee 
Fs one month at leaſt, act fairly, upon the 
principles of Chriſtianity ; and they will ex- 
perience ſuch clear evidence, ſuch heart-felt 
ſatisfaction, ſuch ſweet ſerenity, and perma- 
nent joy, in this new road to happineſs, as 
will give the rivet of conviction to the truths 
of the goſpel, and put infidelity to the bluſh. 
But if this would require too great a ſa- 


crifice of their luſts and paſſions, and ex- 


poſe them to the ridicule and contempt of 
their acquaintance, ſo that they cannot, or 


rather will not, bend their knees in devout 


ſupplication to heaven, for wiſdom and aſ- 
ſiſtance to act as becomes rational beings ; 
and, at the ſame time, uſe the means al- 
ready in their power towards acquiring the 
temper and diſpoſition of a good man, ſuch 
as temperance, chaſtity, veracity, juſtice, 
Charity, and forgiveneſs of injuries; then, 
2 forbids the expulſion of darkneſs 
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from ſuch minds; becauſe, hereafter, the 
ſtings. of conſcience will be moſt i ſevete 


and poignant, where the b mn 
hath been reſiſted. 


The beſt evidence for the truth r ex- 
cellency of Chriſtianity, is its abſolute re- 
pugnancy to all moral turpitude; its benign 
and falutary influence; its potent and tranſ> 
forming efficacy on the hearts and lives of 
men; its emancipating power, in freeing 


men from the captivity oſ their luſts and 
paſſions, and opening the door of ſalvation, 


glory, and immortality to my d 6/4 
ſon of virtuous liberty. 

As men want indubitable cortalitey, and 
will not be ſatisfied with the beſt hiſtorical 


facts, there is no other alternative but ſee- 


ing the genuine effects of Chriſtian prin- 
ciples upon others, or Ne. the 2 


ment themſelves. 


It is a melancholy W to aſh 
infidelity gaining ground in this enlighten'd 
land of liberty and free enquiry; to ſee ſo 
many men of the fineſt, as well as men of 
the groſſeſt underſtanding, old and young, 
rich and poor, uniting in the cauſe of in- 
fidelity, and treating the richeſt gift of 

heaven 
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heaven with: ingratithde. and contempt, as 
though: the Chriſtian * Were: not 
tenable, its doctrine not unde „ or 
watchmen aſleep. By Infidels, I do not | 
mean thoſe who reje& ſuch ſchemes of re- 
ligion as are inconſiſtent with the clear 
light of reaſon, derogatory to the honour of 
the Almighty, and ſubverſive. of moralityj; 
but thoſe only who diſbelieve the Goſpel 
revelation, the miſſion of our Lord, and 
his reſurrection from the dead; and who 
refuſe ſuch aſſiſtance as manifeſtly tends 
to promote, in the hearts of men, a filial 
fear and love to their Maker, and a gene- 
rous, univerſal good-will to all mankind: 
ſuch help as tends to controul the paſſions, 
ſubjugate the will, mend the heart, and 
unite into one family of harmony, love, 
and joy, all the rational inhabitants of earth 
and heaven. That ſuch aſſiſtances are freely 
tendered to all mankind, vill readily be 
acknowledged by all thoſe who carefully 
read their Bibles, and regulate their con- 
duct by its precepts. But if men will not 
regard the ſuffrages of the beſt of men in 
all ages, nor try the experiment themſelves, 
they muſt take their own+ courſe, and ſtand 
o 60 
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to the conſequence. It is no juſt objection 
to ſay, that if the Bible contains a re- 
velation of the divine will, then all- the 
world would be made acquainted with its 
contents: For when we conſider how few, 
amongſt thoſe who are favoured with this 
divine oracle, will embrace it with ſimpli- 
city, attend to it with care, and faithfully 
obey its injunctions; and, on the contrary, 
how many obſcure its light with vain tra- 
ditions, ſuperſtitious prejudices, illuſive gloſs 
faries, and cloudy controverſies ; and how 
often the facred ſcriptures are perverted, 
diſtorted, and made a ſtalking-horſe to am- 
bition, avarice, domination, cruelty,” and 
luſt, by numbers of its unworthy profeſ- 
ſors, it is almoſt enough to make a good 
man afraid to afliſt in ſpreading what, if 
rightly uſed, would moſt certainly prove the 
greateſt bleſſing to mankind. 

Conſidering how much Chriſtianity i is 
abuſed, who can wonder at its flow pro- 
greſs and narrow extent in the world ! Tho 
want of evidence is the great pretext for 
infidelity, yet it is no difficult matter to 
obſerve, that it is then men grow hard of 
belief,” when their paſſions and views of 
BY intereſt 
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intereſt lie another way. Men often think 
very differently on the ſame ſubject, When 
their paſſions are intereſted, to what _ 
did before. : 

Nothing but miracles will convince "ow 
men, and even theſe will not do for others. 
However, there is no doubt but that the 
Almighty could, if he pleaſed, ſend down 
from heaven legions of miniſtring ſpirits, 
arrayed in flaming vengeance, to execute 


his will, vindicate his authority, and drive 


| infidelity off the earth: And fo long as fear 
operated with a compulſive force, mankind 
would be as devout as when an earthquake 
ſhakes the globe to its centre. 

But how would the heart, the ſeat of 


the affections, become better by this means? 


Liberty and freedom of action are as ne- 
ceflary towards the production of a right 
temper, and good diſpoſition, as heat 50 
moiſture to vegetation. 

More than man could expect is ah 
| done for him. Beſides the light of reaſon, 
which is the high diſtinguiſhing honour of 


his nature, a clear revelation of his Creator's 


will is ſuper-added, to correct his errors, 


| eee his en, and regulate 


928 his 
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his conduct; containing the moſt ſu 
and perfect fyſtem of morals ever known to 
the world; practicable by all orders and 


degrees of men, perfective of their nature, 


and moſt conducive to their * en. 

laſting welfare. 484 10 
This revelation is, at the ſame um 
ſtrongly recommended and enforced by an 
illuſtrious Perſonage from heaven, 'whoſe 
life upon earth was a comment upon his 
doctrine, and the moſt ' powerful perfuaſive 
to repentance, 'humility, gratitude, obedi- 
ence and love that ever was known. 


As all mankind are but one large family, 


ſo the bleſſings enjoyed by the one part 
ſhould (agreeably to the will of their com- 
mon Parent) be freely communicated by 
them to all the teſt, however ſituated, eira 
cumſtanced, or diſperſed; that thus all may 


mare in the ample proviſion and rich mu- 


nificence of heaven, and become happy; 
whether together or ſeparate. But do men 
in power act upon this Chriſtian principle? 
or would thoſe out of power do better, if 


they exchanged ſituations? Is not every 


one eagerly purſuing his own narrow ſelfiſh 
intereſt; ſacrificing to himſelf; for ever 
_ caſting 
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caſting about how to exalt and magnify his 
own importance, gratify his own ambition, 
luſts, and paſſions? This, this is the great 
ſource, the bitter root, of human infelicity, 
and not any deficiency in the proper means 
of happineſs; which are, in a great abund- 
ance, diſſeminated through the world, and 
liberally beſtowed on the children of men. 
Therefore, the true and proper objects of 
our lamentation, reſentment, and hate are 
ſelfiſnneſs, covetouſneſs, ſenſuality, pride, 


deceit, envy, inhumanity, and ingratitude; 


and againſt theſe peſtilential enemies of ſo- 
cial happineſs, all the world ſhould riſe in 
arms. Againſt theſe, education, church 


and ſtate, laws and diſcipline, reaſon and 


argument, fear and hope ſhould unite their 
forces, commence hoſtilities, and judiciouſly 
point all their artillery. This is the voice 
of ſound reaſon, and let infidels deny it if 
they can, 
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MORAL ESSAYS, 


INVERSE 


PRAISE To Gon. 


O for an angel's voice, to ſing 
The praiſe of heav'n's eternal King! 


A name ſo great, a theme ſo high, 
Exceeds all pow'rs of earth, and ſky. 
To Him, all orders, high and low, 
Angels, and men, their beings owe ; 
With all the talents they poſleſs ; 
And all their means of happineſs. 
Glory to God, whoſe vital ray 
Stampt his own image on our clay : 
Made 
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Made man intelligent and free ; 


His delegate, o'er land and ſea: 
Tun'd the whole world, delight to give, 


When men, by reaſon, chuſe to live. 


Glory to God, whoſe richer grace 


Redeem'd from death our guilty race, 
Sent his own Son, to lead the way 
To peace, to bliſs, and endleſs day. 
With all our ſtrength, we'll him adore ; 
Let angels, if they can, do more. 
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MounrT C ALVARY. 


ROM low purſuits, from gilded toys, 


From froth, from vanity, and noiſe, _ 


My ſoul retire. Times records trace, 
To light thy path, and mend thy pace. 
By faith, Mount Calvary aſcend; 

And there, thy dying Lord attend. 


Behold, how Jews their Sov'reign treat; | 


See, how they nail his hands and feet. 
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Stretch'd on a tree, what wracking pain 
Does his ſuſpended frame ſuſtain ! 
Behold, and bluſh at human guilt, 

See, more than angels blood is ſpilt. 
What deep diſtreſs, what pungent woes, 
This royal Martyr undergoes ! 

Not for his own, but others guilt, 

His precious blood is freely ſpilt. 

No transferr'd dregs of wrath divine. 
Paternal love knew no decline. 

His bitter cup.was nature's dread ; 

With which he bruis'd the ſerpent's head, 
To death for ſhelter, mis'ry runs, 
Which bliſsful nature always ſhuns. 
The more vivacious, good, and great, 
The harder 'tis to yield to fate. 

He knew. what millions, in diftreſs, 
Would from his ſuff rings find redreſs. - 
That pain, contempt, and indigence, 
Are, here, no ſigns of heav'n' $ offence. 
For when our Lord, unaided, cry'd, 

And had his patience ſharpeſt try'd 
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On ern OOO > MTN mr ME Er AT DIET 


When woe's dark tide the higheſt flow'd, 
His Father's love moſt ardent glow'd. 
Example, here, to precept join'd, 

With double force impels the mind; 
And men, as with a ſun-beam, trace 
The ſtrongeſt love, the richeſt grace. 
Pauſe here my ſoul: nor idly gaze 

At things which angels minds amaze. 
No deed like this, time's records ſhow, 
Which man concerns ſo much to know. 
To this great deed, low, flat, and lame, 
Are all the ſplendid works of fame. _ 
Here, humbly veil'd in mortal weeds, 
The Son of God for ſinners bleeds. _ : 
Thro' all his life, quite free from blame, 
Nor vice nor folly ſtain'd his name. 

Yet, ſee he dies! by friends deny'd, 
And, like a felon, crucify d. 
Amazing goodneſs ! matchleſs love! 
Source of eternal joys above. 

Death now is vanquiſh'd, fin forgiv'n, 
And man's full pardon ſeal'd in heay'n. . 


This 
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This work compleat, he meekly cry'd, © 
'Tis finiſh'd, bow'd his head, and dy'd. 
All nature ſhudder'd at the ſight, 
The ſun withdrew his wonted light, | 
The pillars of the earth gave way; 
And rending rocks th' alarm obey. 
All but his foes, grown hard by fin, 
That petrifying ſpring within, 
Confeſs their Lord, condemn the deed, 
That caus'd the Son of God to bleed. 
| Weep, Salem, thy degen'rate race, 
Proſtrate, in ruin, hide thy face. 
Thy facred temple's ſtately pile, 
Bleſs'd lately with thy Prince's ſmile, 
Shall now no more in ſplendor ſhine, 
But haſten faſt to her decline. 
Let hoſtile bands revenge the deed, 
And pour deſtruction on thy head. 
Be all thy tow'rs and walls eras'd, 
And ev'ry mighty ſtone difplac'd : 
Let Gentiles tread thy honours down, 
And drive the ploughſhare o'er thy town. 
. 8 Thy 
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Thy ſons, no more a choſen race, 

Shall wander ſtill from place to place. 
Henceforth, ſhall Jews, like beacons, ſtand, 
A light to faith, through ev'ry land. 
Nations ſhall mark their ſcatter'd race, 


Branded, with ſcorn, thro' ev'ry place. 


Aſtoniſh'd, ſee their future ſeed 
Againſt their will proclaim the deed, 
While other facts are loſt thro' years, 
This fa& with ſtronger force appears. 
No wound ſo deep can truth receive, 
As when by faith men ceaſe to live: 
But vain are all the ſoundeſt creeds, 
If faith produce no worthy deeds. 
With names let none themſelves abuſe, 
The Chriſtian world is full of Jews. 
External ſigns will naught avail, 


Where juſtice, truth, and virtue fail. 


On love to God, and love to man, 
Is built alone, the Chriſtian plan, 
This, Chriſt hath plainly teſtify'd, 
And, to confirm his doctrine, dy'd. 
; DzvouT. 
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DrxvouT ASPIRATION. 


Ouls form'd for bliſs, to heav'n aſpire, 
Kindle and glow with facred fire. 
To ardent love faith wings ſupplies, 
To leave the earth, and mount the ſkies. 


So glimm'ring tapers point their ray 


To the bright genial ſource of day : 
And little rills grow ſtrong and deep, 
As to the ſea their courſe they keep. 
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CONFESSION. 


THO critic wits may deem me weak, 
And my beſt hopes deride: 
Town the charge, and wiſdom ſeek 
From my unerring guide. | 


P-4 Yet, 
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Yet, whilſt the rock of ages ſtands, 
I never need to fear, 


Safe in the hollow of his babe 
No ill can reach me there. 


S8 oss οοοοοοοοοι g 


A SoLiLoquy before PRA LEX. 


IT H facred awe, and filial fear, 
My ſoul, before thy God appear. 4 
Vain thoughts diſcard, thy ſins confeſs, 
And plead the goſpel-ſcheme of grace. 
Let pride no wretched props ſupply ; | 
But on thy Maker's aid rely. oe 
The meek and humble ever found 
Their fervent prayers with bleflings c crown'd, 
O! may my God propitious deign | 
To hearken to my lowly ſtrain; 
May he accept my weak eſſays 
Of adoration, love, and praiſe, 


A PRAYER. 


C 


A PR AT ER. 


RE AT God, whoſe univerſal ſway, 
All powers in heaven and earth obey 

Reſplendent glory veils thy throne; 
For ever Thou art God alone. 
Thou dwell'ſt in uncreated light, 
In all perfections infinite. 
Tho' higher than my thoughts can fly, 
Thy awful throne of Majeſty ; 
Tho' thro” ten thouſand worlds, thy reign 
Doth beings infinite ſuſtain; | 
Yet, thou diſdain'ſt not to deelare 
The humble thy peculiar care. 
The meek in judgment Thou wilt guide, 
But leave to ſhame the ſons of pride. 
Proſtrate before thy heav'nly throne, 
With deep remorſe, my ſins I own. 
Thy laws I've broke, nor dare deny 
Juſtice might doom my ſoul to die. 1 
P 3 But 
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But mercy in thy word appears, 


And thy Son's blood diſpels my fears. 
Thro' Him, great God, my crimes forgive, 


And bid a dying ſinner live. 


O! cleanſe my ſoul from ev'ry ſtain, 
Nor let one ſecret ſpot remain. 

Thy ſpirit ſend, thy truth impart, 
With heav'nly grace new mould my heart, 
Beam on my foul divineſt light, 

And purge from films my mental fight. | 


Help me thy right'ous ways to run, 


And vice's crooked paths to ſhun... 


O! guide my feet from ev'ry ſnare: : 


My only ſafety is thy care. 


Give me a meek and humble mind, 
And be my will to thine reſign'd. 


May love to thee my ſoul inflame, 

My pleaſure be, to praiſe thy name, 

Thy mercies, ev ry day renew'd, 

Demand my warmeſt gratitude, 4 

My ſocial bliſs, the Joy of friends, - _ 

The ſweet delight that converſe lends, .. 
The 
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The fruits of knowledge 3 round, 
The dulcet harmony of ſound, 

Health, peace, and plenty, all combine 
To melt my heart with love divine. 
O! may they meet a due return, 

And grateful praiſe, like incenſe, burn. 
Theſe ſtreams of bounty, time conveys, 
Juſtly demand my conſtant praiſe: 
Earneſt of promis'd joys above, 

Of boundleſs bliſs, of endleſs love: 

For nobler bleſſings far than theſe, 
Flow from the fountain of thy grace. 
Thence man's redemption from the fall, 


And life, through Chriſt, conferr'd on all; 


On all, whoſe faith and works unite 
To prove thy will their ſole delight. 
Immortal life to ſuch is giv'n, 


From heirs of earth made heirs of bea r . 


Amazing love, delightful view! 

Rich ſource of pleaſures ever new! 

Ves, I believe, and firmly truſt 

bas words are true, thy promiſe juſt ; | 
That 
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— ERIE. 5 


That none, who live by faith, ſhall miſe 
Thy promis'd gift, eternal blifs. 
As on a rock, here I rely, 

And hope in its defence could. die. 
Lord, make me wile to perſevere, ©  _|/ 
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And with my hope to mingle fear. 

Let no temptation e'er ſurpriſe 

The ſoul that on thy help relies. 
When health declines, when friends decay, 
When earthly comforts flee away ; 

When foes ariſe, with want and pain, 
Diſeaſe and ſickneſs in their train, 

On wings of faith to Thee I'll fly, 

And on thy help alone rely. 


A 


No aid can ſuch ſtrong pow'r afford, 
In all afflictiens, as thy word. 5910 
There more than health or friends are found j 


There ſprings a balm for ev 'ry wound. 


O! pity thoſe who want its light, 

And with thy Goſpel bleſs their fight. 

O'er all the world extend its rays, 0 

That all may know, adore, and praiſe. 
18 2 = Bleſs 


Bleſs thoſe who at thy altar tend; 
And to their aid thy ſpirit fend. 

Let ſacred truth unclouded ſhine, 
And prove their miſſion all divine. 
May love to ſouls, and love to Thee, 
Their pleaſing, active, ſervice be. 
The King in counſel ſafely guide, 
From paſſion free, and free from pride. 
Thy honour be his conſtant aim, 

His higheſt joy to praiſe thy name. 

From riot, inſolence, and pride, 

Guard thoſe, who public meaſures guide. 
Their gains increaſe, whoſe pious care 
Deals to the poor a liberal ſhare. 

The ſick to health and eaſe reſtore; 
Bread and contentment give the poor. 
May all unite, in heart, and hand, 

To ſpread thy truth through ev'ry land ; 
And ev'ry nation, with one voice, 
In thy exalted praiſe rejoice. 

For to thy name alone belong, 

The higheſt praiſe, the nobleſt ſong. 
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A SolILloquv before PRAISs k. 


I. 


Ount 1wift, my ſoul, on wings of love, 
Acſcend the bliſsful realms above. 


Shake off thy duſt, with vigour riſe 


To join the concert of the ſkies. 


II. 


Thy infant ſtrains ſhall ſoon amend, 
And tuneful grow as they aſcend. 
Angels will aid thy feeble voice, 
And at thy pious ſong rejoice. 


III. 


Reſound the wonders of his grace, 
Who ſent his Son to ſave our race. 


His love for ever be the theme; 


Pure as the fountain be the ſtream. _- 
IV. 


IN VERSE. 221 
IV. 
In ſweet accord join ev'ry voice ; 
You'll riſe in bliſs, as you rejoice. 
Such is the treaſure Chriſtians boaſt. | 
He richeſt grows, who pays the moſt. _ | 
- | . 
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A Hyun for Sunvay. 


18 day, with ſacred ſongs of praiſe, RP 
Record the works of heay' n: 


To day, let ſaints their voices raiſe, 9 
M oſt welcome of the ſeven. 


0 | 
Glory to God, enthron'd on high, RES = 
Above our mortal light, 
Where angels veil, and proftrate lye 
Before the fount of light, 
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III. 


With lofty praiſe, and purer flame, 

They worſhip and adore, 
And joy to hear his holy name 
Sound from our earthly ſhore. 


IV. 


While we, at awful diſtance, pay 
The homage that we owe : 
Unworthy, to approach as they, 
Where tides of glory flow. 


V. 


Seraphic ſtrains to heav'n belong, 
To earth menchumble lays : 
Angelic choirs begin the ſong, 


And mortals learn to praiſe. 


INVES 223 


VI. 


To empty names let others bow, 
And ſhining duſt admire: 


We'll pour contempt on all below, 
To join the heav'nly choir. | 


VII. 


There, purg'd from droſs, and ſenſual ſtain, 
From guilt, diſtemper, fear, and pain; 
Our ſouls, new wak'd, with ſweet ſurpriſe, 
Shall in their Saviour 8 glory riſe. 
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A Loxy's-Day Hymn. 


; 


O day, aſſembled nations join 
To bow before the Lord: 
O!] may they all, with love divine, 


His gracious deeds record. 


II. 


From 15 chaos, blank and void, 
Behold, a world appears: 

Spoke into being by our God, 
Who all its courſes ſteers. 


III. 


Vaſt, complicated. ſcene of things! 
Rich ſource of man's delight: 
Which, from ten thouſand various ſprings, ; 


Streams pleaſure on the fight. 
2 | 3 
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IV. 
See, through the wide ethereal ſpace 
Earth ſpeeds her daily courſe ; 
Nor lingers in her annual race; 


Driven by Almighty force. 
v. 


Five thouſand years the earth has run 


Through trackleſs fields of air; 


Since firſt the wheels of time begun, 


Which ſtill need no repair. 


VI. 
So perfect, and compleat, the plan 
Of the Eternal's {kill, 
That all his works, but lapſed man, 
Obey his Sov'reign will. 


VII. 


And man, tho' upright made, and Lord 


Of all earth's ſpacious ground ; 
Yet, when he fell, ſeduc'd by fraud, 
He ſtill compaſſion found. 


Q - mw 
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VIII. 
Divine compaſſion found a way 
To puniſh and to fave ; 
When ſentenc'd by the law, he lay 
A victim to the grave. 


IX. 
Behold, with rapture, and ſurpriſe, - 


A Meſſenger of grace! 
The Son of God forſakes the ſkies, 
To fave our guilty race. 


X. | 
Tho' heir of glory, prince of light, 5 | 
In bliſs exalted high; _ 
To fleſh He did his ſoul unite, 
And deign'd for man to die. 


XI. 
O! come, and learn what goodneſs means, 
Nor the rich boon deſpiſe; | 
Angels ſurvey the ſtriking ſcenes 


With joy and ſweet ſurpriſe. 
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XII. 
Stretch ev'ry nerve with grateful praiſe, 
Sound wide redeeming love; | 
To heav'n the joyful accents raiſe, 
And vie with ſaints above. 


*. dee 000 ee 
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A Hymn on the Carartion. 


J. 


HEN, with attention juſtly due, 

The great Creator's works we view; 
Amazing wonders eroud to ſight, 
Dazzle by day, and charm by night. 


II. 


This pond'rous globe of ſea and land, 
Launch'd forth from his Almighty hand, 
Thro' fields of ether rolls along, 

And twells with praiſe our ſacred ſong. 
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115 5 
Bright planet of revolving day, Es 
Whence thy all animating ray? 


How ſwift thy courſe, to give us light, 
And chaſe the ſhadows of the night! 


IV. 
Thy brighteſt beams, reſplendent globe, 
Are but thy great Creator's robe; 


Array'd in light, he points thy way, 


And gives thy ſplendours to the day. 


\ . 
Fair regent of the ſtarry night, 
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In milder rays of borrow'd light, 
Soft gliding o'er the filent air, 
To liſt'ning worlds his praiſe declare. 


r 
= P had "I 


r N — * _—_— WO Ie norte — G On ONT 
264-4. * 2 . 


VI. 
Ye ſparkling worlds, immenſely high, 
Where ſwifteſt thought can ſcarcely fly, 
Proclaim the wonders of his reign, {A 
Whoſe hands your lucid orbs ſuſtain. 
VII. 
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VII. 
Let muſick's ſweeteſt notes combine, 
Let men and angels voices join; 
And to our God a chorus raiſe, 


Till heav'n's whole concave ring with praiſe. 


W enen nne, 


SELT-ExAMINATION. 


GEVERE I ſcan my actions o'er, 
And all their ſecret ſprings explore : 

Condemn, with rigour, ev'ry fin, 

Nor conſtitution plead within. 

Impartial truth, a welcome gueſt, 

Shall reign, unrivall'd, in my breaſt; 

Nor luſt or paſſion hope to find 

A traitor friend within my mind. 

O! may the God of truth and light 

My weakneſs aid, and guide me right; 

Diſſolve the power of ſenſual ties, 


And drive all darkneſs from my eyes. 
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On an ArRHEISTICAL LIBERTINE. 


IS dreadful ſtate with horror we explore, 
Whoſe only hope | is to exiſt 1 no more! 


Fb IIELE 


On LYING. 


Eteſted falſehood, ſpawn of hell, 

Thou primal plague, by which man fell; 
Specious miſchief, ſmiling flattery, 
Painted ſhrew, and maſked battery. 

Thy ſubtle wiles no more employ, 


To cozen men with bootleſs joy: 

Thou ſpeckled ſerpent, doff thy robe, 

And men will hiſs thee off the globe. | 
Avaunt, illuſion, ſpeed thy flight 

To thickeſt ſhades of ſtygian night. 
Thy conqueſt o'er thy banner furl'd, 

Go, boaſt the conqueſt of a world. 
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To hell return, thy wit employ 
To give thy fire malignant joy. , 


+$+040000005000000000050 


On INTEMPERATE Mizru, 


Cor EP charms, inceſſant mirth but 
h tires, 


And, like vague waves, in froth and noiſe 


expires. 
( ͤ LU UML MU MR MN 


ON Taz PAs s IONs. 


J ET fear, that watchful guard within, | 
' Defend my ſoul from mental fin. 

Let hope her radiant charms diſplay, 

Diſpel all doubt, and ſpeed my way. 

Let hate her keeneſt ſhafts employ, 

Pride, luſt, and envy to deſtroy. 


8 et 
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Let no vile thought pollute my frame, 
But love divine my ſoul inflame. 
Thus ev'ry paſſion, kindly giv'n, 7 
Shall ſmooth the path that leads to-heav'n; 


WODOQUCODOCODOOCCODCODOCOOODO! 


Ox ScriyTuURE ELUCIDATIONS, | 


SHALL man with taper feebly bright, 
Preſume the glorious ſun to light ? 

Are errors in our verſions found, 

Let learning weed the ſacred ground: 

To native light, the truth reſtore; _ 

Be thanks repaid, we aſk no more. 


ON AMBITION. 


2 ſtirs the latent pow'rs within, 


oy 


' To deeds of glory, or to acts of fin. 


When 
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When' ſteady virtue at the helm preſides, 

Man fails ſecurethro' time's tempeſtuoustides. 

But when blind paſſion ſteers his devious way, 

He runs on ruin in the eye of day. 

So, forced by ſtorms, the ſleepy billows riſe, 

Tumultuous roll, and waſh the nether ſkies. 

So, touch'd, by fire, the nitrous grains expand, 

Conſume, or fave, as iſſues the command. 

Hence hoſtile bands imperial towns invade, 

And dreadful carnage marks the warrior's 

So 

Hence, kings to gods, and laves to thrones 
aſpire; ; | 

Bid havock rage, and ſet the world on fire, 

Shame blaſt the laurels Rain'd with human 
gore, 

Nor giye to ſavage hate on fre to ſoar, 

The map who bleeds to caſe the plaintive 
woe, 

To dry the tears that from oppreſſion flow : 

Who faces danger in his country's cauſe, 4 

For pure religion, liberty, and laws, 

SOLVE...” Needs 


Needs no vain triumph to proclaim his fame; 


No marble column, to record his name. 


Embalm'd in love, his praiſe ſhall never end, 


But every breaſt record his country's friend. 


HOOK | 


ON PRIDE. 


LATE with pride, and vain conceit, 
What contradictions in us meet! 

We boaſt of liberty and ſkill, 
Of choice, of knowledge, and free-will. 
We vaunt of bliſs; in fancy riſe 
High as the ceiling of the ſkies. 
But where's the proof ? an iris bow, 
Which muſt its tints to diſtance owe. 
For man, with all his boaſted pow'r, 
But gilds a cloud that brings a ſhow'r. 
The loweſt ſhrubs, or blades of graſs, 
His beſt capacities ſurpaſs. [NR 
Much 
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Much lefs his power, new life to give, 
Or bid the meaneſt reptile live. 

Pride is the canker of the mind, 

The felleſt plague of human kind. 
Abhor'd by all, as nature dreſt ; 

By art diſguis d, by all careſs'd. 


CHRISTIAN CoNTENTMENT. 


Red be the hand unſeen, that guides 
my way 

Thro' time's rough ocean to immortal day. 

Bleſs'd be his name, whoſe matchleſs goodneſs 
- ſends 

A fund of bleflings, and a choice of friends. 

Unaw'd by cuſtom, tyrant. of mankind, 

Faithful to reaſon, ſov'reign of the mind, 

Serene I ſteer thro' life's tempeſtuous ſea, 

My pilot, Faith, my chart, Chriſtianity. 


The 


236 MORAL ESSAYS, 


The wrecks of pride, the inſolence of; pow 15 
Earth's tranſient glitt ring bubbles of an hour; 
Envenom'd tongues; law, with its mazy 
+ ſnares ; | 
The din of folly, and the brize of wars; 
Proclaim to all, with one united voice, 
That humble virtue is the wiſeſt choice. 
Shelter'd beneath a tight and humble roof, 
The ſhafts of baneful envy fly aloof. 
No ſtorms of paſſion grate upon the ear, 
No ſmiling villain hunts for profit here: 
But ſocial friendſhip ſpreads her peaceful 
w "ns 
Domeſtick pleaſures laughing in her train. 


EE eee 


A murmuring Chriſtian, an incon- 
ſiſtent Character. 


GH ALL man, ungrateful, of his fate com- 
plain, 
If endleſs pleaſure coſt one hour of pain ! 

Or 
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Or guilt repine, when mercy means to ſave, 
And ftrike his ſhackles from the wretched 
| flave ? | | 
Shall men, like children, cry for gilded toys, 
And barter happineſs for froth and noiſe ? 
In endleſs folly run the magic round, i 
For ever dup'd with tinſel ſmut and ſound ? 
Fond of new trinkets, glittering i in the eye, 
Subſtantial bleſſings paſs unheeded by. 
The props of folly, and the paths of vice, 
Treach'rous, tho' fair, as the ſmooth ſlipp'ry 
ice, 


Men hardly part from with a willing mind, 


Till wiſdom's lenient hand reſtores the blind. 
Some wholeſome bitter, or corroſive ill, 
Reclaims the heart, and rectifies the will. 


I 
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The true Chriſtian never unhappy, 
WIV HEN ſtormy blaſts the curling ys 


impel, 
When heaving billows into mountains ſwell, 
When tumid waves on waves tremendous roll, 
And burſting thunders ſhake the diſtant pole; 
The pious man, ſecure, with mind ſerene, 
Delighted views the grand majeſtic ſcene. 
When ſilence, once more, takes her turn to 
reign 

O'er the ſmooth ſurface of the azure main; 
When ocean's humid boſom ſcarcely heaves, 
Or gentle, undulating motions gives; 
The floating mirror ſtill conveys delight, 
And with new beauties gratulates the ſight. 

When fable night's narcotick hands diſpenſe 
Her drowſy poppies on the weary'd ſenſe, 
In ſhort oblivion loſt, when the eyes cloſe 
And in ſoft filence fink to ſweet repoſe ; 
Pillow'd on faith, no frightful dreams moleſt 
The honeſt man's untroubled, quiet, breaſt. 

5 Ho Tho' 
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Tho jarring nations kindle hoſtile flame, 


Tho! ſtrong convulſions ſhake all nature's 
frame, 
Tho death's cold hand benim hs vital clay, 


And all the active ſprings of life give way; 
Yet, Kill, true Chriſtians find no cauſe to fear, 
But to the ſhore of bliſs in triumph ſteer. 
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ON ENVY. 


W Hen, charg d with miſchief envy _ 


her piece, 


Deſtruction ſpreads, and blaſts the joys of 


peace. 


F. rom her dire hate, no innocence of mind, 


No ſpotleſs form, a ſafe retreat can find. 
Tho' cold as ice, tho chaſte as mountain 
| ſnow, 
Tho pure, as ſprings juſt from their fountains 
flow; | 
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Slander's envenom'd tooth thy name ſhall 
VwWound, | 
And ſcandal's tongue thy blaſted fame reſound, 
The virtuous fair relentleſs rage purſues, . . 
| And, tho repuls'd, the combat Kill renews. 
Inſidious, miſcreant hag, the world's diſgrace, 
How dare ſuch ſtrumpets wear the human 
face? 

Vile reſtleſs plague, hie to night's darkeſt cell, 
For ever, there, with fiends congenial dwell ; 
Revolve the evils of thy curſed reign, 

And be thy puniſhment eternal pain. 


n SY 8 — Sr 


CONTEMPLAT ION. 


HEN buſy crowds retire to reſt, 


Sweet contemplation be my gueſt. 
Unveil creation's wond'rous plan, | 
This ſtately theatre of man. + A 

5 , The 
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The ſtarry dome, that copes the ſkies, 
Invites to heav'n my lifted eyes; 
Where thouſand worlds conſpire to raiſe 
My grateful ſong of fervent praiſe, 
To him who reigns thro' ev'ry place, 
And ſow'd with worlds the fields of ſpace. | 
See, ſome at reſt, immenſely high ! 
Where wearied thought can ſcarcely fly: 
Others wheel round with ſwift career, 
To meaſure out the circling year. 
To ſenſe but ſparks, the gems of night, 
Conceal'd by day in floods of light 1 
In reaſon's eye, bright worlds they ſhine, 
Peopled and rul'd by laws divine. | 
One uniyerſal parent rears 
The children of theſe radiant ſpheres. 
Tho' talents differ, great or ſmall, 
God is the father of us all. RE 
Creatures in gradual ſcale ariſe, 
And each on others power relies. 
Men, youngeſt born, moſt aid require, 
And lean on beings that are high'r, 
Bo R His 
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His infant ſteps, till grown mature 
Aſſiſtance need to tread ſecure. : 
Reaſon, kind heaven's indulgent light, 

In higheſt natures ſhines moſt bright. 
Directs that courſe they ought to ſteer, 
Nor need they help to perſevere. 

Thus, wiſely form'd, to action free, 
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Each order perfect in degree, 
The great Creator's plan was laid, 
And all deſign'd for mutual aid. 
Can freedom's balance c'er prevail, 

Till actions weigh, and turn the ſcale | ? 
Theſe give a bias to the will, 
And fix the being good or ill. 
Hence parents, tutors, guides of youth, 
Deep in your breaſts engrave this truth : | 
And let example precept join, 
To rear your charge in love divine. 
Touch well the ſprings of hope and frm: 3; 
Teach them, betimes, to be ſincere. 
Shew them fair virtue's charming face, 
Array'd in truth, adorn'd with grace. 
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Let vice appear without diſguiſe, © 

The ſource of ills, the ſpawn of lies. 
As tender plants will bend with eaſe, 
80 youth will take what turn you pleaſe. 

If faithful to heav'ns ſacred will, 

Vou thus his kind commands fulfil, 
Angels with joy will mark the deed, 

And give you help in time of need. 


eee 


oa Praiss, a Hymn. 


WW HEN God commands, let men obey; 
His words eternal truth diſplay. 

His laws are juſt, his precepts kind, 

His goodneſs free, and unconfin'd. 

In all his works his glories ſhine, 

His wiſdom, pow'r, and love divine. 

Safe through all dangers mortals meet, 

His counſels guide their wand'ring feet. 

With fervent praiſe his name adore, 

Till ſun and moon ſhall ſhine no more. 
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Let the whole world his temple frame: 
Let ev'ry creature bleſs his name. Q 
Let nature's well-tun'd organ blow 
Melodious ſtrams from all below; 
Till tides of joy ſeraphic riſe, 

And bear our homage to the ſkies. 


 SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSsSSss88 


On the INCORRTGIBLE. 


Hould peals of thunder ſhake the earth, 
Till terror ſeize the ſons of mirth, | 

Should vengeance bare the lifted arm, 
And launch the bolt where vices ſwarm ; 
Drench'd deep in guilt, with plenty curs'd, : 
By pleaſure charm'd, enſlay'd to luſt, 
Rebellious men would heav'n defy, 
And brave the thunder of the ſky. 
To mend the world when judgments fail, 
And crimes {till more and more prevail, 
When 
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When loſt in error, bold and blind, ö 


Delinquents will no warning mind; 


When, like the plague, their poiſons ſpread, 


Corrupt the heart, and taint the head; 
Their trial done, can ought remain, 
But fell deſtruQtion's dreadful train? 
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A Hymn of PRAIS E. 


J. 
O God, whoſe wiſdom form'd the earth, . 
Stor'd it with good, and gave us birth, 
Whole guardian care upheld our youth, 
And train'd our minds to ſacred truth; 
Be honour, praiſe, and glory given, 
By all on earth, and all in heav'n. 


1 II. | 
To Him, who ſpar'd our guilty race, 


And ſent his Son with pard'ning grace, 


When 
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When rebels to his laws we lay, 

: Expos'd to wrath, to death a prey; 

} Be honour, praiſe, and glory given, 
By all on earth, and all in heav'n. 


III. 
To Him whoſe Sov'reign pow'r is found 
To reach without or end or bound, 
O'er earth, and ſea, the air, and ſky, 
And radiant worlds, immenſely high, 
Be honour, praiſe, and glory given, 
By all on earth, and all in heav'n. 


IV. 
To Him, whoſe bounties daily flow, 


In num'rous ſtreams to man below, 


While hills and vales their tribute bring, 
And health attends each cryſtal ſpring ; 
Wide, as the ſun extends his rays, 
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A LITTLE GLOSSARY, 


For the Service of thoſe who want it. 


A. 


Ccelerate, ta baſten 


Adyentitious, acci- 
dental 


Abſorpt, ſwallowed up 
Adoleſcence, that age next 

to childhood 
Abſtruſe, hidden 
Adumbrate, ta ſhadow out 
Adulation, flattery 
Accumulate, to heap together 
Adequate, equal to 
Ambient, ſurrounding 


Annihilate, reduce to nothing 


Afimilate, to reſemble 
Aſpiration, a breathing after 
Apex, the top, or point 
Apparatus, equifage, ſhow 
Atrocious, very wicked 
Aſſiduĩty, diligence 

Aloof, at a diſſance, high _ 
Avidity, gen 


B. 


Baſk, ling out in the heat 
Benignity, kindneſs 


Bleſs, means praiſe, when 


offered to our Maker ; but 
when we pray him to bleſs 
us, Wwe mean that He would 
grant us his favour. When 
we ſay bleſſed is the man, 
Sc. we mean, happy is zhe 

" man, c. | 
oon, à gi 

Bootleſs, 8 

Bland, /oft, mild 

Bruit, noiſe, report 


Burniſh, to polijh 


C. 


Carnage, /aughter, butcher- 


ing 
Chaos, unformed matter, a 


wild ſlate of confuſion 


, Cope, to cover 


Credulity, eaſineſs of belief 


onciliate, reconcile 


Commute, exchange one thing 


for another 
Compendium, abridgment 
Contaminate, defile 


Concave, 


3 
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L as ] 
Concave, the bulls of a 


round body 
Congenial, from the ſame 


original 


D. 
Delegate, a deputy 


Devious, wandring, roving 

Deſcant, a ſong in parts 

Deprecate, to beg off, pray 
again 

Dilate, to extend, ſpread out 

8 2 
off, put off dreſs 

Docile, At; 

Dreary, gloomy, diſmal 


Dulcify, ſweeten - 


Duplicity, doubleneſs, decelt 
Dupe, to cheat, to trick 


| E. 
Eccentrick, deviating from 


a center 

Elaſtick, ſringy, like fleel 

Egregious, remarkable 

Elaborate, done with exact- 
neſs and pains Ca 

Elucidate, to explain, clear up 

Emancipate, 10 free from 
ſervitude ; 


Emanation, as hight from the 


un 
Emerge, to riſe out of a ſlate 
of depreſſion | 


Erudition, learning 


Enthuſiaſm, beat of iniagi- 
nation | 1 


Enervate, to weaken, deprive 


of force 
Emphatical, forable, flrong 
Evaneſcent, ſoon vaniſhing 
Exotick, foreign 5 
Exhilarate, fo cheer, male glad 
Excruciate, to torture 
Excreſcence, what grows out 

of another thing, and of ns 


uſe 
Exciſion, cut off, defiroyed 


Execrated, cur/ed 


F. 


To faſcinate, to enchant 
Facilitate, to make eaſy 
Faſtidious, di/dainful _ 
Favonian, the weſtern wind, 
favourable, and gentle 


Feſtive, gay, joyous 


Fervour, heat, zeal 


Foſter, to nurſe, to ſupport 
G. 
Genial „ natural, chearful 


Gratulation, rejoicing 


H. 


Hierarchy, eccle/iaftical efta- 


bliſhment 


Hind, @ peaſant, a ſervant 


Hoſtile, 
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Hoſtile, Walle, 2 
H umid, wet, a 


o 


4 


ejune, unripe, empt | 
no ERP For. A 22 re- 
* 
1 9 without * or 
ain 
Impregnable, not 10 be talen 
by force 
Impel, to drive forward 
Inſidious, treacherous „ deceit- 
Ful 
| Impetuous, * rapid | 
Induration, making hard 
Incorrigible, ob/tinate, not to 
be reclaimed 
Intrinſick, inꝛward, real, true 
Ineffable, unſpeakable + 


Indelible, that cannot be blot- 


ted out 
Ib te, to ſearch dili- 


gently 
Impervious, through which 


there is no paſſage for the 
light © 


Iberililty, weakneſs 


XK. 
Keen, ſharp 


Latent, lying hid 


Lave, as EY fe waſhes the 


Lapſed, ** 

Lenient, ſoftening 
Licentiate, licence to practice 
Literati, men of learning 


Lucid, clear, bright, ſhining 


M. 
Medium, as glaſs, betwern 
the eye and any object 
Machination, artifice 


Meliorate, to ripen 
Mental, belonging to the FER 


Militate, oppoſe, 75 againſt 


. 
ind 

Mutilate, to deprive of ſome 
eſſential part 


ater of man- 


N. 
Noxious, hurtful 


CN, - 


Obliquity, a deviation from 


a right path 
Oblivion, forgetfulneſ 
Obvious, plain, evident 


Omniſcience, all-knowing, 3 


infinite knowledge 


Opiate, a ſhepy medicine . 
Orbit, the path of a planet's 


revints on 


Orcheſtra, 
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Orcheſtra, a place of muſucal 


perfor mance 
Overt, open, publick - 
Oſtentatious, vain toafting 


” i, 
P. 
» 


Parricide, the murder of one 
to whom reverence is due 
Paragon, a model, fomething 
ſupremely excellent 
Permanent, durable 
Petrify, turn to ; flone 
Phantom, an imaginary ap- 
pearance . 
Philanthropy, love of man- 
ind 
Plenitude, fulneſs 
Ponderous, heavy, weighty 
Preſcription, c cigſtom continu- 
ed till it becomes a lau 
Preciſion, exatineſs 
Priority, firſt in order 
Primum Mobile, the fr 
Primal, f/ 
rima 
Priſtine, original, firſt 
Perennial, 5 4; rang 
Poſtpone, to delay, put off 
Polemick, diſputant, belong- 
ing to contraverſy _ 
Proclivity, propenſity, ten- 
ency 
Procels, a regular caurſe of 
proceeding 
Prolifick, fruitful 
Propitious, favourable 
Proſcribe, baniſh 
Puerility, 0e. 


To reiterate, to repens again 


© . 2 LN G +» bs 45 2 2 
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and again 


Replete, full 


To renovate, to renetu, . 


reſtare to the 
Radiant, Au, 9 


N te, 


A * 
4 


1 a 
To ſap, to 


An 
Salutary, Þfs 


healthful, eons 
Sancho, that which gives 8 
laub its binding puer 


Seraphick, angeli lick 


o ſcan, tg examye ily 
Seminal belanging to {t hre 


Sequeſtered, ſeparated, fri- 
vate 
Shibboleth, a charafteriflick 
- mark of incl; n 
Similarity, /kene/s 
Scintillation, ſparklim 
To ſtimulate, 10 
- excite 
Sophiſtry, fullcion reaſoning 
Spontaneous, free, voluntary 
Stupendous, wonderful 
Stygian, infernal 
Supercilious, haughty, ** 
matical, dictatorial 
To ſuperſede, io male void, by 
a ſuperior power, to ſet 2 
Suffrage, vote 
Synonymous, 


Aan, to 


i agi--9 


8 ynonymous, expreſſing the 
5 thing, by di 7 

. Syſtematical, methodical, by 
regular 2 if one 
part to the other 


tempt, le 


; 3 | 
Turpitude, inherent vileneſs, 


eſſential deformity 


Tumid, ſwelling, puffed up 


To temporize, to delay, to 
4 procraſtinate l, voll 
eeming, fruitful, pro 
Temeri, 7 55 
Torpid, numbed, /luggi/h 
Tremendous, dreadful, hor - 

rible, terrible 
Timidity, ##morouſneſs 


R 
Veracity, moral truth 


Veſtige, act i: 

Varega, Sad variouſly 
Veteran, a man long pratti- 
ſed, as an old ſaldier 
Viciſßtude, regular change, 

revolution 
Vivifying, animating, mak- 
ing alive 
Univerſe, the whole creation 
Ubiquity, every where exiſt- 


ing 


Undulating, a wars - le mo- 


tion 
Vortex, a whirl-pool 


„ 
Weeds, clothes 


Wile, a fraud, a deceit 
WG: turn crooked, 
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